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UPDATE FROM THE BEACH-NESTING 
BIRDS TEAM 

Dr Grainne Maguire, Coastal Birds 
Program Leader, BirdLife Australia 
 
Winter has never been so busy, but in a 
great way! We have had over 12,541 
records entered in the MyBeachBird 
Portal this season for the five nesting 
shorebird species in focus. That is 
absolutely amazing! We learn so much 
from these reports and with so much 
time spent on the beach by our 
volunteers, we’ve been able to locate 
nests that go on to be protected and for 
many, to hatch successfully, and for 
some, fledge successfully. Our ‘interesting sightings’ below are just some of the insights we gain from your 
reports – these contribute to improved conservation outcomes for the birds we love so much. Never 
underestimate your contribution, every sighting counts!  
 
Our 7th National conference was held in Inverloch from May 24th-26th and was not only such a fun and 
rewarding experience, but was jam-packed with new information, inspiring ideas and I think we’ve all come 
away ready to take what we’ve learnt into the year ahead to make a positive difference for the birds. A real 
treat for us was to host our South African visitors, Mark Brown and Brittany Arendse from Nature’s Valley 
Trust, where I personally couldn’t spend enough time with them as I just wanted to hear all about what has 
worked and what hasn’t in terms of improving the outlook for beach-nesters. One of the most fascinating 
things I learnt was that their White-fronted Plover buries its eggs! This must confer a thermal advantage as 
well as added camouflage – imagine searching for nests that are partially buried, now that’s a challenge!  
 
Another thing that has been keeping us busy is working through all of those sightings to summarise the 
nesting success for pairs that have been regularly monitored during the season. Preliminary figures show 
that there have been 82 fledglings produced from 222 pairs monitored (38 from 98 pairs in Victoria and 44 
from 124 pairs in South Australia) – some regions met the target, a few exceeded it but a few others had 
lower than expected success. This then prompts us to explore the data further to understand the factors 
that may have contributed to lower than expected success.  
 
I’m really looking forward to the season ahead – we have some great things planned including an animation 
by the very talented Laura Tan that conveys the struggle of a pair of hoodies across a breeding season. We 
also have a new approach to volunteer training and mentoring planned for the season so we can ease new 
volunteers slowly into the wealth of information and the strict protocols that need to be followed. Not to 
mention, we’ve nearly finished developing an app for the biennial count and similar large-scale beach 
surveys, so that will be an amazing resource in the field! 
 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter and thanks again for your support. 
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 2 Word about the Hood - Edition 21 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Andrea Dennett, Regional Coordinator of Friends of the Hooded Plover Bellarine 
 
What made you want to volunteer on the Beach-nesting Birds Project and when did you start? 
I've always had an interest in nature and birds especially. I knew that the beaches of Barwon Heads were 
home to the hoodies but didn't realise how poor 
their breeding success was or how they could be 
helped. 

I think it was around 2009-10, there was an 
opportunity to volunteer with Birds Australia (at 
that time) and assist the Barwon Coast staff with 
monitoring and chick minding.  

Since going part-time at work, I had free time to 
help out and have been helping ever since! 

 
Where on the coast do you volunteer? 
The stretch of coast I look after extends from the 
Point Lonsdale light house in the East to just after Blue Rocks, West of 13th Beach, then Jennie and Julie 
take over from there as Friends of the Hooded Plover Breamlea coordinators. 
 
What sort of activities do you undertake as a volunteer? 

I undertake most of the usual duties of a volunteer coordinator. The Bellarine Friends of the Hooded Plover 
group is very fortunate to have Barwon Coast and the City of Greater Geelong doing much of the on-ground 
stuff like signage and fencing. We are also beyond fortunate to have #1 Hoodlum (hoodie Lover Ultra-
Militant), John Murray monitoring the stretch of coast from Point Lonsdale to 6W at Collendina. 

The one activity which I've taken on (in addition to the Volunteer Regional Coordinator role) is being admin 
for the Facebook page "Hooded Plover Volunteers". Point Lonsdale volunteer Lachlan Manley started the 
page in 2012 more or less to provide a platform for sharing the story of the 2012 chick JJ. 

From there, we started sharing photos and stories from other Hooded Plover volunteers from the Mornington 
Peninsula and South Australia. It's grown from there. We now have contributions from NSW and WA plus 
we also share stories with US and Canada based plover/shorebird groups. 

With 1600+ 'followers', we're hardly a viral page but we have been instrumental in recruiting volunteers & 
connecting them with their local coordinators; sharing chick news on local Community Facebook pages; and 
giving members of the public hoodie advice. As well as forwarding on observations of flagged hoodies to 
the Beach-nesting Birds team, we have fielded many queries about Masked Lapwings!  (We've also 
reconnected a girl with her mother's old friend, whom she'd been trying to track down without success for 
some time.) 

 
What has been one of your highlights whilst being a BirdLife Australia Friends of the Hooded 
Plover volunteer? 
 
The first major highlight for me was in January 2012, when JJ (John Junior) became the first chick to fledge 
from Point Lonsdale in years. This chick faced and overcame so many hurdles in the weeks after hatching 
out on the morning of the Point Lonsdale Board Riders competition and SLSC accreditations! It survived the 
thunderstorm and 25mm downpour of rain later that afternoon. Christmas came and went, then at 2.5 
weeks of age, JJ and his parents had to contend with 1500+ runners and walkers participating in the Rip to 
River Run.  

Photo: Lachlan Manley 
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New Year's Eve coincided with the JJ's 3rd week, he survived the fireworks and beach parties unscathed!  
Next hurdle was the 40C day which he also breezed through; thanks to the efforts of volunteer Liz, who 
actually stopped people from passing until the family had spent adequate time at the water's edge feeding 
and cooling off.  
 
In the week before fledging, he endured extremely cool temperatures, rain and strong winds, which I believe 
assisted to strengthen his wings. This was the first time that the Bellarine FoHP had a volunteer presence 
at all times during daylight hours, when possible. JJ's fledging was celebrated with champagne on the beach 
and as if to say "Thank you" "Great job!" the family flew to the reef where the vols had gathered :) 
 
 

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 
 
THE BIG FLOCK 

John Hargreaves, Friends of the Hooded Plover Far West Victoria 

Breeding season is over and hoodies leave territories to flock; we monitors put away our notebooks and 
eagerly await next season. Not much interesting hoodie action over autumn and winter, right? Well, yes 
there is. This autumn, I observed the usual gathering of hoodies on the dry bed of a local estuarine lagoon; 
from a modest 20 in March the flock built to an impressive 70 by early April, as I had seen in previous 
seasons. But numbers continued to increase, visit by visit, until I recorded 102 one afternoon in May. Wow! 
My highest juvenile count in this period was 19. It was challenging to read leg flags out on the lakebed with 
no cover. Approaching quietly, sitting down behind the scope, ignoring a damp derrière for an hour or so, 
brought good results as the hoodies went about their business apparently undisturbed, often close by. 
Reading the flags, I noticed a few birds were nearly always present in the flock, but many were recorded 
intermittently and some only once. I was recording a different mix of flagged birds each visit, suggesting 
the makeup of the flock varied. Some hoodies from our stretch I never observed at the lagoon.  

Walks along the beaches during this and previous non-breeding seasons confirm that there are always some 
hoodies on or near their breeding territories, often in small flocks. Such a large flock at the lagoon meant 
that hoodies were flying in from parts of the coast outside our monitoring zone. One flagged juvenile 
recorded was banded at Aireys Inlet, about 250km of coastline away. Now water levels are rising in the 
lagoon and the big flock has dispersed, but today I saw 25 hoodies, 99 Red-capped Plovers and a few 
migratory shorebirds foraging and preening together along the bank. There is always something interesting 
going on with hoodies. 
 

 
  

Photo: Dan Lees 
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KESTREL 
 
Sandy Goddard 

 
Very distressed to be a witness to a Nankeen 
Kestrel taking a hoodie chick tonight at 13th 
beach. I was down there photographing the 
kestrels. I have noticed quite a lot around 7-
8pm over the last week or so. I saw the new 
signs up today for the hoodies. Then as I was 
watching from further down the beach I saw 
one hovering over where I had just seen the 
mother hoodie. Next thing I see him sitting 
on the dunes with something in his talons. 
He flew off when I got close. I was kind of 
hoping I would frighten him away but it was 
all too late. I have attached photos as 
requested by Andrea. I’d say this Kestrel has 
seen some sort of action in his lifetime. 
Looks like he has a scar down his front? 
Photos taken at about 8.10PM. 
  
I’m so sorry as I know how much work goes 
into protecting these babies! 
 

 

STUDENT CORNER   

Madison Evans-Clay, Honours student, Deakin University Burwood Campus 
 
Beach infauna forms the basis of sandy shore food-webs, supporting a variety of fauna including beach-
nesting shorebirds, such as the threatened Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis). Sandy shores host a wide 
range of unique and endemic species but in Australia they are poorly studied.  
 
Trampling from humans and their animals is known to impact invertebrate diversity and abundance, 
although the extent and nature of the impact is unknown. This research project will examine how trampling 
is impacting on the sandy shore food-webs that exist underneath our feet. The research will be carried out 
on several beaches between Warrnambool (in Western Victoria) to the Mornington Peninsula.  
So far, we have conducted a pilot study, trialling “bird safe” pitfall traps, that will prevent the accidental 
capture of chicks. Cores will also be taken from the sand to sample infauna and cameras will be used to 
monitor activity at each location. The results from the experiment will be available in 2020 and will assist 
our understanding of how and if beach activities impact on the tiny fauna present at these beaches.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos: Grainne Maguire 
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PORTAL CORNER 

TIPS FOR USERS 
Renee Mead and Grainne Maguire, BNB Team National Office 
 
After every breeding season, the BNB team collate every portal entry to generate summaries of nesting 
success, where there are a minimum number of data entries for a given pair, for each major region 
monitored within South Australia and Victoria. Data that is not used to generate these summaries instead 
contributes to our overall population database and has other uses such as recording occupancy over time 
at sites and locations of confirmed breeding pairs.  
 
Cumulatively, these entries represent over ten thousand rows in an Excel spreadsheet per breeding season! 
It is extremely important that we work with everyone who records data to ensure the entries are entered 
as clearly as possible to allow the BNB team to interpret the information correctly and so that we can become 
more efficient at generating the nesting summaries. The nesting summaries give us the data to inform 
volunteers, coordinators, land managers, councils and funders how successful each site and region has been 
in the latest breeding season and thus where we need to prioritise funds, management and education.  
 
We have reviewed the entries and have prepared some tips for users to enhance the clarity of entries.  
 
Review of data portal entries Far West Vic data 2018/19 season – Tips for users: 
 
Example 1: Chick sighted 20/1/2019. Not visited again until 07/02 (suspected failed). 18 days between 
visits for a chick and over the Australia day long weekend.  
 
Ideally, we would love to prioritise visits to sites with chicks, especially over public holidays. If you are 
heading away and can’t visit, please notify us so we can organise another person to check the site. In this 
situation, an 18-day period was too long a gap. It also meant we couldn’t determine whether the chick 
fledged or failed in this scenario and we had to record its fate as unknown and couldn’t determine an 
outcome for that given nesting attempt. 
 
 Example 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
The second entry in red text should be NO to new nest as it is still the same nesting attempt. Here we would 
use the information in the nest habitat and the latitude and longitude of the nest to double check if it is the 
same nest being referred to, as well as the attempt number. 
 
 Example 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nesting status should be recorded “Nest (with eggs)” rather than birds sighted to allow us to recognise they 
have a nest. This is what we ‘filter’ the data by to create nesting summaries. Thus it is best to prioritise the 
‘Status’ you give by opting for the one that gives us the most information about their nest or chick stage. 
Birds are usually present for all the different statuses (with the exception of no birds sighted, which only 
becomes active in the portal when you record zero adults and zero juveniles on the first page). 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Status New 
Nest? 

Attempt 
number 

19/10/2018 Nest (with eggs) yes 1 
26/10/2018 Nest (with eggs) yes 1 

Adult behaviour Status General notes 

Incubating Birds sighted The bird returned to the nest as we walked 
away 

Incubating Birds sighted  
Incubating Birds sighted  
Incubating, Foraging Birds sighted  
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 Example 4: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nest appears to be active for at least 53 days with no entry of a ‘Failed since last visit’ between attempts 3 
and 4. Luckily there was a record of a new attempt number entered for us to detect this. There were no 
comments in the general notes and the Failed section had not been filled out. Nor had ‘new nest’ been 
ticked for the entry of Attempt number 4. Please remember to enter as failed before a new nest is reported, 
and please when it is a new attempt number, remember to tick new nest.  
 
Example 5: 
When you do enter a Status of “Suspect chicks failed” or “Failed since last visit”, please fill out the Failed 
section to provide us with any extra information, or even write a comment in the General notes, just so we 
have a bit more detail about why you suspect failure or the evidence that it has failed. 
 
 Example 6: 
 
 
 
 
You do not need to enter “Failed since last visit” for scrapes. Scrapes are not considered an active breeding 
attempt until eggs are laid. Only once an egg is laid does it become a nesting attempt and do we then need 
to report its fate (Failed or Chicks suspected or sighted). 
 
Example 7:  
 
Please don’t enter two pairs under the one entry/site, especially if they are at different stages of nesting as 
this makes it very confusing to tease out. If two pairs begin to divide an historical territory between them 
and establish two breeding sites here, we can change this in the portal and create an extra site for you. 
Please contact us as soon as possible.  
 
Example 8: 
 
 
 
No need to record “Habitat” if no birds sighted. Habitat is only meant to be the habitat the birds are using 
at the time sighted.  
 
Example 9: 
 
 
 
 
 
Please don’t enter the chick number in the Juvenile Box. They are only juveniles after they have fledged. 
Once entered as fledged, from this point onwards they are entered as juveniles and thus not in the chick 
section. We will make the note in the portal about this more emphasized to assist with remembering this!  
 
 
 

Date Status Attempt # 
11/12/2018 Nest (with eggs) 3 
17/12/2018 Nest (with eggs) 3 
27/12/2018 Nest (with eggs) 3 
31/12/2018 Nest (with eggs)  
10/01/2019 Nest (with eggs)  
13/01/2019 Nest (with eggs)  
18/01/2019 Nest (with eggs)  
21/01/2019 Nest (with eggs) 4 
28/01/2019 Nest (with eggs)  
3/02/2019 Failed since last visit   

Date Status 
14/02/2019 Scrape (no eggs) 
17/02/2019 Failed since last visit 

Status # adults # juveniles Habitat 
No birds sighted 0 0 Beach - dry sand 

# adults # juveniles Status # chicks Chick description 

2 2 Chicks sighted 2 1/3 adult size, fluffy 
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7TH NATIONAL BEACH-NESTING BIRDS CONFERENCE MAY 2019 
 
Over 150 people from around Australia attended the National Beach-nesting Birds Conference in Inverloch. 
There were representatives from volunteer and community groups, land management agencies, Federal, 
State and Local government, other not-for-profit conservation agencies, as well as individuals with an 
interest. The conference was held over three days, with the first half of Day 1 and 2 consisting of conference 
presentations, and the second half of Day 1 consisting of local field trips, the second half of Day 2 being a 
series of workshops to upskill participants in bird ID, advocacy, communications and photography, and Day 
3 being full day field trips venturing further afield.  
  
This event was funded largely from the fundraising from the previous 2017 conference, plus support from 
the National Landcare Program through a partnership with Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management 
Authority, including sponsorship of volunteers from distant areas to attend. Bass Coast Shire generously 
provided the venues and funding support towards local volunteers attending. Adelaide and Mount Lofty 
Ranges NRM and Natural Resources Northern and Yorke also generously sponsored local volunteers to 
attend. Special thanks to all the wonderful Friends of the Hooded Plover Bass Coast volunteers for their 
assistance during the event and to BirdLife Bass Coast for running the bird walks and providing advice on 
great field trip locations. 
  
You can read the summary report here: http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB_2019_Beach-
nesting_Birds_Conference_summary_report.pdf  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA UPDATES 

ETHICAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF OUR BEACH-NESTING BIRDS 
 
Mark Lethlean, President Friends of Hooded Plovers Mornington Peninsula Inc 
 
No doubt you’ve heard about the mounting threats to beach-nesting birds – vehicles on beaches, 
dogs off lead, horses training on soft sand, introduced predators, the increase in many adaptive 
natural predators and of course, climate change. But are photographers mounting a credible 
conservation effort on their behalf or actually becoming just another cog in the long list of 
credible threats? 
 

Photo: John Murray 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB_2019_Beach-nesting_Birds_Conference_summary_report.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB_2019_Beach-nesting_Birds_Conference_summary_report.pdf
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The five species of Australian Beach-nesting Birds are, with good reason, extremely popular photographic 
subjects. They live in an environment that offers natural unencumbered light against the iconic background 
of sky, sea and sand. At breeding times, they can be reliably found on territory. Their natural response to 
disturbance is not to be flushed from the area but to remain grounded and as disturbances increase on busy 
semi-urban beaches, their flight initiation distance (FID) has, by necessity, become quite low. They are 
relatively easy to photograph. It is therefore no surprise that Hooded Plovers, Red-capped Plovers and 
Oystercatchers which can both blend and contrast within their environments feature quite heavily on social 
media and photographic sites.  
 
But what harm can photographers cause 
as we encroach into their territories and 
breeding grounds? In the field, while 
striving for photographic excellence, we 
must also be cognisant of our impact. We 
must tread lightly and cause no harm. 
 
I have worked as a volunteer with the 
Beach-nesting Bird project of BirdLife 
Australia for about 7 years. It has been 
immensely rewarding to be involved in a 
citizen science project where I have 
personally developed from a simple bird 
watcher and photographer to being 
deeply involved in the conservation of a 
whole class of birds. I now consider 
myself to have some real level of 
expertise when discussing Hooded and Red-capped Plovers. 
 
Initially my camera was an extremely valuable tool used in identifying engraved flags on banded birds. It 
was less about the photography. The flag data was critical for not only interpreting and understanding the 
bird’s faithfulness to partner and territory but to also record breeding strategies and population dynamics. 
We can now monitor and collect data on individuals rather than the general flock. After many years of 
training and mentoring I know how to find their cryptic nests, when they will hatch and how the parents 
behave to warn and protect their chicks. But I have always had real concerns about displaying any images 
taken of eggs, nests or chicks. Did it encourage other, less experienced photographers to follow suit? 
 
The BirdLife Photographic group, unlike many similar groups, has a strict code of ethics that must be 
adhered to if wanting to display images on their website. Images of nesting birds or birds that have been 
attracted by call playback are prohibited. However, there are no restrictions on the images of the chicks of 
precocial species such as the Red-capped and Hooded Plovers. These are bird species that are well 
developed at hatching and leave the nest almost immediately. The problem is that brilliant images by field 
specialists may promote other less experienced photographers to push the boundaries. From the images I 
see on social media – they undoubtedly do. 
 
Since we invoke the ‘precautionary principle’ for a code of ethics for nesting birds we must also consider 
the same principle for images of these high-risk chicks. 
 

 

Photo: Mark Lethlean 

Photo: Mark Lethlean 
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So how do you safely photograph beach-nesting birds?  

• For starters, know their breeding seasons and try to avoid times when nests and/or chicks maybe 
present. In the off season, many will flock into larger groups which makes photography a breeze.  

• Visit the birds with a trained observer and initially focus less on the image and more on the birds 
and their behaviours. 

• You should never be targeting nests or chicks. In response to disturbance, adult birds rely on the 
nest’s natural camouflage as protection. With repeated disturbance and especially in extremes of 
weather the prolonged exposure of the eggs can have detrimental effects on the development and 
survival of the embryo. If chicks are disturbed, they seek shelter and so their critical feeding time is 
reduced. 

• Read the beach signage and respect management fences but always remember that they are only a 
guide and that adults, nests and chicks maybe anywhere. 

• Don’t visit these beaches on hot or windy days, or when there is a high tide or large swell. 
• Be watchful for adaptive predators. Disturbance of adults can leave eggs and chicks vulnerable to 

attack by gulls, corvids or raptors. 
• Watch the behavior of adults. Are adults leading you along the beach, enticing you to follow away 

from nest or chicks? Are they calling - voicing instructions to a partner or chicks? Are they performing 
distraction or broken-wing displays? If so, cautiously follow the bird, as you are at real risk of 
crushing a nest or chick.  

 
There is no doubt that we need quality images of our beach-nesting birds for the production of signs, 
promotional articles and general educational programs. However, there are strict rules and protocols that 
must be followed by people with experience to achieve these so please, I repeat, tread lightly and cause no 
harm.  

HOODIE WITH CHICKS REACTS TO DRONE PRESENCE! 
 
Kasun Ekanayake, BirdLife Australia 
 
I thought I should share with you something very interesting I observed at one of the Hooded Plover nesting 
sites I monitored during the 2018/19 season. The site, the Trestle Bridge Beach at Kilcunda on the Bass 
Coast in Victoria is a very popular beach among locals and tourists thanks to its proximity to the little 
township of Kilcunda and being located within a two-hour drive from Melbourne. The pair of Hooded Plovers 
that nests at this site favours the wide estuary of the Bourne Creek up at the northern end of the site. This 
is also where the historic Trestle Bridge is situated and so when they are nesting one can sometimes monitor 
and check on the nest from the bridge without even setting foot on the beach! 
 
This pair, after having hatched chicks in their first known nesting attempt for the season in November, 
which failed before fledging, had a second brood of two chicks from their attempt in January. I went to the 
site in early February with the hope of finding two 10-day old chicks with parents.  
 

I found the two chicks but before I saw them, I found one of their 
parents, dead and lying face down on the sand within the enclosure 
(nest site was fenced and signed). It was a heartbreaking sight! The 
dead bird was in a very good condition and it appeared to have a broken 
neck. I collected the corpse in order to get a necropsy done to find the 
possible cause of death. The other parent was looking after the two 
chicks and it was out and about with the chicks teaching them how to 
forage and sending them into hiding as soon as a threat got too close. 
 
 
The interesting part of the story happened after I walked back up to the 

Trestle Bridge to have one last look at the chicks before I left the site. As I was walking back up two men 
went down to the beach and I noted that one of them was wearing a backpack. They stopped at the water's 
edge about 80m from where the chicks and the lone parent were, took out a drone from the backpack and 
started flying it. The parent hoodie sent the chicks into hiding and took to the air straight away and flew 
directly at the drone aggressively. It did not get too close to the drone, but it was clear that the hoodie was 
agitated! The hoodie then landed on the beach and started doing a strong broken wing distraction display 
while the drone was still up in the air about 30-40 m off the ground. I ran down the stairs and requested 
for the drone to be brought down which they did immediately. The hoodie continued to lead and distract 

Photo: Kasun Ekanayake  
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even after the men brought the drone back to the ground. The bird returned to where the chicks were only 
after the two men left the beach. 
 
It was fascinating to observe as I had not seen this interaction between a hoodie and a drone before. I had 
heard of incidents of birds such as birds of prey (Wedge-tailed Eagles, Falcons, etc.) attacking drones but 
none relating to breeding shorebirds. Perhaps, the use of drones needs to be regulated near breeding birds 
as it is likely that the birds perceive it as an avian predator/threat. I think the impact of drones on breeding 
birds should be investigated given how commonly available and used drones are nowadays. 
 

THE END OF AN ERA – OR IS IT? 

Julie Riley and Jennie Turner, BirdLife Australia’s Friends of the Hooded Plover, Breamlea 
 
Sadly, one of our old unbanded hoodies from 50W to Point Impossible (Thompsons Creek estuary) has 
disappeared. Last seen in December, 2018, it possibly died defending its nest as passerine tracks and fox 
prints were near the nest site. Its partner has since been seen at the estuary with a bird sporting a 
completely faded flag on its right leg.  
 
This was a pair that Julie and other Breamlea residents kept watch over, even before BirdLife Australia’s 
Beach-nesting Bird Project began. Being unbanded, there was no certainty that they were always the same 
birds but nevertheless they remained so in our minds.  Of the several pairs monitored at Breamlea since 
2006, this is the pair that has taught Julie most about the secret and surprising life of hoodies. 
 
They were the first to teach her how fiercely hoodies will fight other invading hoodies to protect their chicks. 
They also showed how secretive and adaptable hoodies can be in choosing a nesting place – high in 
blowouts, precarious sandy shelves on the fore dunes, a kilometre away behind a blade or two of grass on 
a sandy spit.  They made her gasp with the audacious route march they’d take their tiny chicks on – at least 
once sadly misjudging the high tide. 
 
The biggest fright came when two chicks were seen across the tidal creek on the other side at sunset on a 
Friday night - (no one at BirdLife to call to the rescue – and probably no mobile phone back then??)  The 
parents were taking it in turns to fly across as the creek started to fill. Rushing home for chick shelters to 
provide some protection, Julie then crossed the creek with the parents going mental around her.  Amazingly, 
the chicks, together with maybe a parent shrieking advice, found a still reasonably shallow spot and 
somehow flip-flopped like bobbing corks back across.  

 
Well-respected Field Naturalist and Geelong Advertiser columnist, Trevor Prescott, reflected that it would 
have been a long time since any three-chick family fledged anywhere along our coastline. Point Impossible 
was declared “not impossible after all”! 
 
In January, 2016, with only two days until their hatch date, Julie was devastated to discover three eggs 
sitting along a shrub root in the dunes, approx. 3 metres above the empty scrape. It was likely not malicious, 
just thoughtless ignorance on the part of the human who happened on them in the scrape. 

Photo: Geoff Gates 
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From then on, this pair seemed to be ‘just cruising’ with several 
failed attempts.  
 
However, the recent BirdLife report ‘Ten years of Hooded Plover 
recovery on the Bellarine Peninsula and Surf Coast’ can have the 
final word: On the Bellarine Peninsula, the 50W to Point Impossible 
site has been the most successful, producing 0.8% 
fledglings/season over ten seasons (producing fledglings in 4 
seasons)’. ‘…Total eggs – 38. Total chicks – 17. Total fledglings – 
8.’ 
 
We can only hope the remaining unbanded bird and its mystery 
partner can continue this fine estuary tradition.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOCAL STREET ARTIST BRINGS HOODIE MESSAGE INTO VIEW 

Rebecca Kootstra, Environmental Projects Officer, Environment and Waste, City of Greater Geelong 
  
The City of Greater Geelong commissioned local Bellarine street artist Sugar, to produce a two-sided piece 
highlighting the Hooded Plover and their plight to Ocean Grove residents in March this year. The piece was 
commissioned as a part of the City’s ongoing education and engagement program. The formally drab public 
toilet block has been converted into an amazing piece of public art with a message, highlighting the need 
that ‘All we need is a little space...’ to give a nod to the issues of disturbance that the birds face.  
 
 
Sugar likes to highlight the impacts facing the species 
he paints in their eye reflection. This piece shows a 
domestic dog and a fox in the eye reflection of the chick 
and adult Hooded Plovers. The piece has been supported 
by the local press and residents, including the front page 
of the local paper, with lots of buzz from locals. 
  
 
If you want to see the artwork in person contact Rebecca 
Kootstra on rkootstra@geelongcity.vic.gov.au for 
location details. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

   Photo: Julie Riley 

Photos: Warren Chapman 

Photo: Warren Chapman 
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PHILLIP ISLAND 2018-19 BNB SEASON SUMMARY 

Jon Fallaw, Shani Blyth, Alona Charuvi, Rachael Ferguson – Phillip Island Nature Parks 
 
Nine hoodie chicks fledged on Phillip Island during the 2018-
19 breeding season from twenty pairs. The first nest was 
found on 11/09/2018 at Anchorage Rd however a 
combination of predation, high tides and rough weather 
contributed to no chicks fledging before the New Year. The 
last nest was at Anzacs west 28/02/19, though the single 
chick disappeared between 4-14/04/2019. There were 45 
nests, 111 eggs of which 38 hatched and 9 fledged (29 chicks 
died).  
 
Of the 29 chicks that died, six were killed on Phillip Island 
beaches in just 18 days in a devastating start to the year. 
These sadly were dog related deaths, occurring between late 
January and mid-February, and had a significant impact on the Nature Parks’ staff and volunteers who had 
dedicated hundreds of hours looking after the chicks. The Anchorage Rd pair had 6 clutches while Woolshed 
Bight and Berrys Beach had 4 clutches each, all without success. So, with much relief the nine fledglings 
are an increase compared to our past 27-year average of 7 fledglings. When divided by the number of pairs 
breeding (n=20), it equates to 0.45 fledglings per breeding pair. This is just below the 0.47 fledged per pair 
benchmark we hope to stay above for a sustainable population.  
 

 
 
 

Photo: Phillip Island Nature Park 
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# 
Nest 

Location Date nest 
found 

Adult 
Bands 

Clutch 
# 

Eggs Chicks Fledge 
Date 

Fled
ged 

Chick 
Bands 

6 Smiths Beach (far 
east) 

26/10/18 UB 1 3 3 7/01/19 2 YLF '57' 
YLF '58' 

23 Shelly Beach 5/12/18 OLF 'YU' 
YLF '34' 

1 3 2 28/01/19 1 YLF '59' 

25 Graydens Rd 10/12/18 YLF 23 
UB 

3 3 3 18/02/19 1 
(YLF
61) 

YLF ‘60’ 
YLF ‘61’ 
YLF ‘62’ 

29 Colonnades 18/12/18 YLF '03' 
UB 

1 3 3 18/02/19 2 YLF ‘63’ 
YLF ‘64’ 

34 Surf Beach (Park 
St) 

27/12/18 YLF '19 
YLF '25' 

1 3 3 2/03/19 3 YLF ‘65’ 
YLF ‘66’ 
YLF ‘67’ 

 

  
Egg fates 2018-19: 

 Years eggs-hatched hatched-fledged eggs-fledged 
All years 1992-2019 29% 36% 10% 
Last season 2017-2018 44% 27% 12% 
This Season 2018-2019 34% 24% 8% 

 
The nine fledglings were from five locations and feather samples were collected from all banded chicks for 
DNA gender identification. All chicks received a yellow two-digit flag on their upper leg for field identification. 
No eggs were floated to predict hatch date as we had reasonable lay dates for all nests. 
 
Table of fledged chicks and band details 2018-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
Banded 

Band 
Number Location Flag Fledge Date 

21/12/2018 05268649 Smiths Beach 57 Left (Yellow) 07/01/2019 

21/12/2018 05268650 Smiths Beach 58 Left (Yellow) 07/01/2019 

17/01/2019 05268651 Shelly Beach 59 Left (Yellow) 28/01/2019 

8/02/2019 05268653 Graydens Rd 61 Left (Yellow) 18/02/2019 

11/02/2019 05268655 Colonnades 63 Left (Yellow) 18/02/2019 

11/02/2019 05268656 Colonnades 64 Left (Yellow) 18/02/2019 

22/02/2019 05268657 Surf Beach 65 Left (Yellow) 2/03/2019 

22/02/2019 05268658 Surf Beach 66 Left (Yellow) 2/03/2019 

22/02/2019 05268659 Surf Beach 67 Left (Yellow) 2/03/2019 

Summary of Hooded Plover fledged chicks 2018-19 

Photo: Phillip Island Nature Park 
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Four out of the twenty pairs used more than one beach: 
 

1. The Elizabeth Cove pair Y21 and unbanded had two early attempts then moved to Graydens Rd (the 
only off leash beach on Phillip Island) for their third attempt 10/12/18. Volunteers were rostered 
over the festive season. There was a lot of interest and support from the local community, many dog 
walkers helped out by avoiding the area used leads when they walked past the refuge. It was a very 
difficult site to manage and there were a few very difficult members of the public that the volunteers 
had to contend with, and they did an outstanding job. Three chicks were seen on 6/01/19 and the 
pair walked the 20-day old chicks a kilometre west to Elizabeth Cove 25/01/19. We were pleased 
the family moved to this location as we thought it would benefit the chick’s survival; it was a great 
story, and on banding day 1/02/19 the Bass Coast Mayor Brett Tessari attended and talked to the 
volunteers about the Beach Nesting Bird program. Only one of the chicks was able to be caught and 
was flagged Y60. It weighed only 39g despite being 27 days old perhaps indicating a high level of 
disturbance. The other two banded the following week and were lighter than expected at 34 days: 
Y61 was 58g and Y62 was 57g and both took 44 days to fledge. Tragically Y60 was found on 10/02/19 
dead in tide wrack and on 14/02/19, Y62 was found dead both with wounds consistent with a dog 
attack. 
 

2. Red Rocks: Orange PX and Gm/Y(Lg), had three nests all at different beaches (Penguin Ave, Justice 
Rd and Red Rocks), there final nest ended in tragedy; there were 3 chicks 30/01/19, 2 chicks 
02/02/19, then an injured chick was taken to the vet with dog bite wounds and humanely euthanised 
06/02/19. It got worse as one of the parent birds Gm/Y(Lg) vanished between 3-4/02/2019. The 
remaining adult Orange PX seemed to be preoccupied with leading people away and have difficulty 
looking after the single chick, the chick was seen out on the beach on its own and disappeared by 
23/02/19. 
 
 

3. The Thorny Beach pair Y21 and unbanded moved to Kitty Miller Bay, perhaps because of foreshore 
camping and an informal track that went through their usual nest site at the west end of the beach. 
It didn’t improve with the move as they nested on the main thoroughfare to the wreck of HMS Speke, 
so that the chick was only seen a few times before it disappeared and the pair abandoned the beach. 
 

4. The Colonnades west pair Y49 and unbanded, were washed out by a heavy rain event on 16/12/18 
then moved quickly to Forrest Caves east where they were seen scraping two days later and three 
eggs were found on New Year’s Eve. Three chicks were seen on 25/01/19 but disappeared after the 
15/02/19 when there were very high tides and some of the chick shelters filled with sand. 

 
 
Phillip Island Nature Parks manage around 60% 
of the coastline on Phillip Island and the Bass 
Coast Shire manage around 40%. The Nature 
Parks and Bass Shire again worked well 
together throughout the breeding season 
managing beach nesting with regular meetings, 
liaising with staff, and a number of joint 
compliance patrols over the peak holiday period 
were organised.  
 
Under joint arrangements the Nature Parks 
manage Hooded Plover Watch volunteers on all 
beaches through an online program called 
Better Impact.  
 

Photo: Adrian Ringin 
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While volunteers are rostered to all beaches the council and Nature Parks manage refuges on their own 
respective beaches. Volunteers also participated in the November Biennial Survey (46 hoodies) and the 
quarterly hoodie/Gull Count (February 50 and April 46 hoodies) and include all their records on the 
MyBeachBird portal which is the main communication tool.To help raise community awareness staff and 
volunteers kicked off the Nature Parks Community Open Day on Sunday 3rd of March, with an 8:30am Dogs 
Breakfast walk at the Colonnades. This activity celebrates dog walking as a healthy activity whilst promoting 
coexistence with this threatened species. Rachael trialled the ‘Follow my Lead’ campaign with ‘dog 
bandana’s’ which was suggested by Hooded Plover Watch volunteers Heather and David Stewart. 

 
 
 

South Australia Updates 

POCS ON THE ROCKS 
 
Jean Turner and David Potter, Kangaroo Island 
 
Our local Kangaroo Island beach stretches about 5km, from a rocky headland at the eastern end, west 
toward the mouth of Pelican Lagoon (near American River). Part of Eastern Cove, the sheltered beach and 
tidal lagoons offer a variety of different feeding and breeding habitats for coastal birds.  We regularly see a 
good range of seabirds and shorebirds; including migratory species, the occasional nomadic Australian 
species and resident species that are here all year round. 
 
The most abundant and conspicuous resident shorebirds are Pied Oystercatchers (POCs).  Large numbers 
of non-breeding POCs roost regularly down the western end of the beach, forming a big mob with other 
species including Sooty Oystercatchers, Cormorants, Crested Terns and Australian Pelicans.  As the tide 
falls the mixed flock spreads out to forage in their various niches, on the extensive tidal flat and in the 
shallow waters. 
 
In addition to this large non-breeding flock, ten or so pairs of POCs actively hold prime breeding territories 
throughout the year along a 4km stretch of beach east of the tidal flats.   
 

Photo: Phillip Island Nature Park 

Photos: Phillip Island Nature Park 
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In spring and early summer, they nest on “their” home section of upper beach and foredune. Once the 
chicks hatch, they have protective cover close by as their parents feed them and then teach them the 
intricacies of foraging at the shore.  
 
One POC pair has eluded our efforts to find any sign of breeding … until this year!   
 
The Rocky Point pair is distinguishable by one of the birds having a metal leg band.  We call it “Silverband” 
and have seen it occupying that same territory continuously for several years. Of course, we are not sure if 
it has had the same partner all that time – there’s really no way of knowing! 
 
Silverband was most likely banded by Terry Denis on Kangaroo Island some years ago, and the identifying 
colour bands have fallen off, leaving only the unique engraved metal band.     
 
This spring for the first time Dave observed the Rocky Point pair mating.  They were too far away to see if 
Silverband was on top or below, but at least it was a good basis for a nest with eggs!   
 
Unlike all the other pairs, we couldn’t find a nest on the upper beach or foredune. Goanna footprints on the 
upper beach were an ominous sign. And then it seemed the banded bird may have fled the territory 
altogether, as we only saw a single unbanded bird for a week or so.   
 
We usually monitor the Rocky Point end of the beach in the mornings, but one day randomly decided to do 
it in the afternoon.  This time Silverband was foraging on the shore, with no sign of the other POC.  Suddenly 
Silverband called shrilly and flew 300 metres across the water to a large rock.  Next moment a POC flew 
back to the shore.  It was the unbanded bird and we had just witnessed an incubation changeover. More 
progress! 
 
Turns out the Rocky Point POCs were living up to their name and had hidden their nest on a large rock 
surrounded by water at high tide. Was that to trick the goannas and other shore-based predators, or to 
keep away from the prying eyes of beach-walkers and dogs? 
 
After a break away from Island Beach, the next time we saw the Rocky Point POCs they were together on 
the shore near another large rock. Squinting through our binoculars for several minutes, we eventually 
spotted some movement nearby – two fluffy chicks. Those crafty POCs had hidden their young under a rock 
with a low cave formation. 
 
That was back in early November. Last time we checked (12 December) they still had 2 chicks, now 2/3 the 
size of their parents, learning all the tricks for how to be successful POCs on the Rocks. 
 
Once again, it shows the real value of having a banding program with some identifiable banded birds in the 
population! 
 
Photos; 
• The Rocky Point Silverband approaching the nest. 
• The Rocky Point Silverband incubating on their nest. 
 

 
 
 

Photos: Jean Turner and David Potter 
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ONKAPARINGA REGION, NORTHERN FLEURIEU PENINSULA  
 
Sue and Ash Read, Volunteer Regional Coordinators Northern beaches, Fleurieu Peninsula 
 
The disappointing start to the season continued with only a single successful fledging for the entire season, 
and this was at Port Stanvac, a beach with no public access. However, it was not without trying as our 6 
nesting pairs had a total of 21 nests of which only 5 hatched, producing 11 chicks and one fledging. As 
mentioned in the previous edition of “Word About the Hood”, storms destroyed several of our early nests 
and this made it difficult as this is when we usually have our greatest success. A testament to the amazing 
resilience of hoodies was shown when one pair were nesting during a period of extreme heat (including 
Adelaide’s hottest ever recorded temperature of 46 degrees with an overnight minimum of 34 degrees). It’s 
hard to think how hot it would have been on the sand!  
 
Somehow, they remained on the nest and 2 chicks hatched a couple of days later (unfortunately they were 
taken by avian predators 4 days later).  
 
This year we decided to have an information stand at the Tour Down Under cycle race market on the 20th 
January at the carpark above Snapper Point (the beach is used by one of our nesting pairs). It was a 
successful day with our volunteers answering questions from interested locals with the badge-making and 
hoodie bag colouring in activities proving to be a big hit with the kids. 

 
The 2018-19 season marks the 10th anniversary of Hooded Plover 
monitoring on the Fleurieu Peninsula. Over that time, we have had 
some great success in our part of the Fleurieu, along with the 
inevitable disappointments. We started with just 3 nesting pairs and 
this season saw our 6th pair nest at Maslin Beach. This was a site 
occupied until 2013-14 season until the loss of 5 successive nests to 
fox predation caused the resident pair to move to Ochre Cove where 
they have remained since. The new pair moved in at the start of the 
season and tried 3 different nesting locations as they explored the 
site. It will be interesting to see where they decide to locate their nest 
next season.  
 

Over the 10 seasons, we have seen several new housing developments built in the region and this has 
resulted in a major increase in people and dogs using our beaches with a corresponding decline in breeding 
success for our hoodies. There has been a total of 19 successful fledglings, but unfortunately there has been 
a decline in fledging success rates over the seasons. This decline is most apparent at Port Willunga where 
the same pair has occupied the site for at least 8 seasons (we think that one bird has been present for all 
10 seasons and would be the only one of our hoodies to have been present all that time). Port Willunga has 
fledged a total of 6 birds, but 5 of these occurred in the first 3 seasons, with only a single fledging in the 
past 7 seasons. Undoubtedly, it is becoming much more difficult for our hoodies to achieve breeding success. 
 
All breeding pairs in our region now have at least one bird of the pair banded and this has enabled 
information to be gathered about both partner and site fidelity as well as movements during non-breeding 
periods. One adult of our last remaining unbanded pairs was caught at Snapper Point on 30th April 2019 by 
Emma Stephens and Aleisa Lamanna, assisted by local volunteers Jean Tucker and Dudley Corbett, and 
now has the white flag JT. Only one of our 19 fledglings was tagged as a juvenile so we have very little 
information as to the movements of our fledglings and what sort of survival rate they may have attained. 
Our only banded juvenile (SR) fledged from Ochre Cove and found a 
partner the following season and settled on a vacant site Aldinga Beach 
at the far southern end of our region, where it has nested for the past 
3 seasons. 
 
Three of our flagged adults (AR, NA and RV) were banded elsewhere 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula and came here as adults, AR and NA arrived 
as a pair but split up and each selected a new partner and have been 
with us ever since. 
 Photos: Sue and Ash Read 

Photo: Sue and Ash Read 
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HOODED PLOVER PROMOTIONAL EVENTS IN SA 
 
Wendy White, Volunteer Regional Coordinator, Central beaches, 
Fleurieu Peninsula 
 
One of the benefits of working with the Hooded Plover program 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula is meeting all the amazing dogs and 
their owners. This was particularly enjoyable at the Hounds of 
Holdfast event held on Sunday 31st March 2019 at the Angus 
Neill Reserve at Seacliff. The event was run by the Holdfast Bay 
Council and was very well attended by the local community. 
Dogs were in abundance, all shapes and sizes and all very well 
behaved. There were lots of dog related stalls as well as a come and try dog agility course. The Friends of 
the Hooded Plover Fleurieu Peninsula were invited to have a stall at this event to let the locals know about 
the successful fledging of two Hooded Plovers from Seacliff beach. ‘Cliff’ fledged on 29th October and has 
since been seen further down the coast at Aldinga and ‘Sandy’ fledged on 8th February 2019. The photo 
display of local hoodies was of particular interest and we made up 43 Hooded Plover badges. The kids really 
enjoyed colouring in these badges although sometimes they were a little bit too enthusiastic. The Hooded 
Plover biscuits for human consumption were a real hit and the dog treats made by a local nursing home did 
not last long either. It was a great opportunity for some of our newer volunteers to chat with dog owners 
and local community members about their roles as monitors and provide info on the resident pair of Hooded 
Plovers. It is amazing how many dog owners informed us how they now tell other dog walkers about the 
birds and how they can help by putting their dogs on leads. It certainly seems to have worked very well on 
this metropolitan beach! 
 
Many thanks to Encounter Bay Rotary Club for donating $500 for two sets of binoculars. These will be kept 
at the South Coast Environment Centre, Victor Harbor for the use of new BirdLife Australia volunteers who 
have not got a set of their own. Hopefully it will help new volunteers purchase their own pair of binoculars. 
     
    

Photos: Sue and Ash Read 

Photos: Wendy White 
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POEM 

Taken from: Yorke Peninsula Country Times Jan 2009; Poem by Peg Tate, Port Julia Resident. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HALLETT COVE UPDATE 
 
John Cobb, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu Peninsula 
 
After a successful fledging for the first-time last year, we have unfortunately had a disappointing year. UV 
and partner remained on site during the winter, established a scrape early in the season and laid two eggs 
which were subsequently abandoned around the time UV disappeared. A second unbanded bird quickly 
replaced UV and we don’t know whether the new arrival drove UV away or something more sinister occurred; 
as UV has not been sighted again throughout the Fleurieu Peninsula, we suspect the worst. 
 
The new pair established a scrape with three eggs further north immediately underneath the coastal path 
and during a visit at high tide on a stormy day, I watched as waves inundated the scrape. Waves were at 
the extent of their range and had lost most of their energy and each time they flooded the scrape the 
incubating bird would jump out of the way. On this occasion the eggs survived but the following day the 
tide was higher and all three eggs were washed out and buried under a mound of wrack and debris. Other 
nests on the Peninsula were unfortunately lost during the same sequence of storm tides. 
 
A few weeks later the third scrape of the season was established nearby, again with three eggs, and this 
was lost after a couple of weeks probably as a result of a dog. So, eight eggs, three clutches and one 
breeding adult lost – not a good result! 
 
On a positive note, Marion Council have undertaken community consultation in respect of re-routing the 
coastal path in the area and have allocated resources for its completion. Our local State Member of 
Parliament and Minister for Environment and Water, David Speirs, is a strong supporter of the BNB Program 
as well as being passionate about the creation of Glenthorne National Park, which will include the nesting 
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site at Hallett Cove. In spite of being located in a suburban area, the beach and exposed rocky platform is 
a relatively safe breeding area which will be further enhanced by these developments.  
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who monitor the area and to Marion Council staff for their assistance with site 
management.  
 
City of Holdfast Bay Dogs By-Law 2019 
 
Volunteers and staff have worked very hard over the last three seasons to monitor, manage, advocate for 
and protect the breeding pair at Seacliff. Additionally, we have been supported by staff at Holdfast Bay 
Council who have been excellent at providing help with signs, fencing, blocking access points to the beach, 
social media and even providing environmental water to the Young Street storm drain (where the birds 
were located) to mitigate water loss through evaporation. 
 
Notwithstanding this high-level support, volunteers were frustrated by what we regarded as inadequate 
commitment by the Council to enforce its own dog by-laws as some unleashed and/or not under effective 
control dogs, represents by far the biggest threat to HPs at Seacliff. Past attempts to influence an 
improvement in compliance were largely unsuccessful and so two volunteers wrote to councillors and the 
Mayor asking that they undertake a review of the by-law, emphasising: HPs are a vulnerable, protected 
species; best practices in other council areas; risks posed by dogs to breeding success; and the minimal 
impact of improved protection on the Council budget. Crucial to our submission was the supply of evidence 
extracted from portal entries (thanks Renee!) showing the incidences of dogs unleashed and not under 
effective control close to or within the breeding area. Data relating exclusively to the period when dogs 
should be leashed (between 10.00am and 8.00pm) 
shows that on 75% of site visits, off leash dogs were 
present and on 3% of visits, unleashed dogs were 
within the signed and fenced areas. 
 
The outcome is that Council has approved an 
amendment to their by-law which will require dogs to 
be leashed at all times within 100 metres of a sign 
indicating the area to be a Hooded Plover breeding 
site. The amendment has not been challenged during 
a community consultation period and will now, 
hopefully, be ratified by Council and operational before 
the beginning of the next breeding season. 
Additionally, it is proposed that resources are made 
available to recruit a seasonal compliance officer to 
enable more frequent beach patrols. 
 
This is a terrific result which will help improve the breeding success of the hoodies at Seacliff and we are 
extremely grateful to councillors and staff at the City of Holdfast Bay Council for their support and 
cooperation. We believe that a balanced cogent submission, supported by evidence extracted from the 
portal was influential and persuasive to the Council and I would encourage volunteers to always make 
entries on the portal including the sections relating to threats. 

NAMING RIGHTS – THE SEACLIFF STORY 

John Cobb, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu Peninsula 
 
The Seacliff birds returned to the site of last year’s successful fledging but sand replenishment (pumping) 
at this time probably caused them to nest further south than usual (this won’t happen again). We estimate 
that 3 eggs were laid between 18 and 24 August but the nest wasn’t discovered until 29 August by a member 
of the public. Fencing and BirdLife signs were quickly erected, access paths blocked and two large signs: 
“Please Leash your Dog for Next 200 Metres” erected on the beach at both ends of the fenced area. On 
September 10th one bird (now known to be a female) was flagged “XS” (white on right leg) whilst its partner 
continued to incubate. 
Two weeks later amid a major dog in fenced area scare, three chicks hatched and the following day the 
parents did what we all hoped and expected – they moved into the relative safety of the Young Street drain. 
Holdfast Bay Council staff and volunteers performed the first “fence shuffle” of the season – i.e. transferring 
all fencing and signs and re-opening access paths from the nest site and moving them to the drain site. 

Photo: Kerri Bartley 
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Whilst the drain provides a safer environment, it is popular with a number of native predators, and a 
volunteer witnessed a magpie attack and kill one of the chicks (remains taken to the SA Museum for their 
collection). We lost a second chick after observing its unnatural behaviour, and in late October the remaining 
chick, named “Cliff” fledged.  
 
Cliff, who we believe was the first bird to fledge this season on the Fleurieu Peninsula stayed around for a 
few weeks and was then observed 30km south at Snapper Point. 
 
Having divested themselves of parental responsibilities, XS and partner selected a new nesting site south 
of the Young Street drain and, in spite of frequent disturbances, established a second nest containing 3 
eggs. Cue the second “fence shuffle”, only this time we left a small fenced area around the drain in 
anticipation that, after hatching, the birds would move back again. In mid-December a storm with 76km 
winds, rain and high tides devastated the area, flattening all fencing and signs, and either washing away or 
burying the nest – we couldn’t find anything! A couple of days later the birds had uncovered the nest and 
resumed incubation but we were unsure whether the cold weather and interrupted incubation would destroy 
the embryo? 
 
After, or as a result of another episode of human and dog 
disturbance, we lost one egg but on January 1st, two chicks 
hatched and the family immediately relocated to safety of the 
drain. Cue the third “fence shuffle” of the season, which this time 
involved enlarging the fenced area around the drain. We lost one 
chick without explanation, but high temperatures and a lack of 
rain created a major problem as the drain began to dry out along 
with its supply of food for the birds. Once again Holdfast Bay 
Council came to the rescue by supplying 20,000 litres of 
“environmental water” in three deliveries over a period of two 

Photo: Kerri Bartley 

Photo: Kerri Bartley 
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weeks. Sometime during this period, the chick was named 
“Sandy”; it fledged on 5 February and was banded “YL” (white on 
right leg) on 11 February. 
 
All three birds remained in the area for a few weeks before 
dispersal with subsequent sightings at Marino Rocks and on May 
18th, Sandy along with four other immature birds, were observed 
at Semaphore South in the company of a group of Red-capped 
Plovers. 
 
I have little doubt that two successful fledglings from an extremely 
busy metropolitan beach has only occurred because of the fantastic 
efforts by staff from BirdLife Australia, Holdfast Bay Council, 
Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty, the Dept. for 
Environment and Water and the great team of volunteers.  
 
On behalf of all the volunteers I would like to thank Kerri Bartley 
for her leadership, enthusiasm and advocacy during the last two 
years; Kerri is moving on and we wish her every success in her 
new appointment. 
 
Next season will begin early with permanent signs and fencing 
already installed, a new Council by-law which will help to improve safety in the vicinity of breeding sites 
and a plan to install fencing in the Young Street drain area in advance of the breeding season. 
 
Returning to the title “NAMING RIGHTS”, I’m aware of the arguments around over- identification with a 
subject matter, but the naming of Cliff and Sandy has, in my opinion, lifted their profile and facilitated a 
strong engagement with the public. They feature by name on Facebook sites run by the Council, Natural 
Resources, and the Environment Minister who concedes that his popularity rate increases on the back of a 
good hoodie story! I was interested to hear the key-note-speaker at the recent BNB Conference at Inverloch, 
Dr Mark Brown, Director of Nature’s Valley Trust in South Africa, talk about “relevance” to the public and 
their strategy to personalize the endangered species they work to protect. 
  

GREAT SOUTHERN ARK: THE REWILDING OF SOUTHERN YORKE PENINSULA 

National Resources Northern and Yorke  
The following has been pasted from the weblink:  
https://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/northernandyorke/projects/Great_Southern_Ark_the_Rewilding_
of_Southern_Yorke_Peninsula 

The Great Southern Ark project has evolved from ten years of Community Action Planning and substantial 
community engagement. 

The purpose of the project is to develop a safe haven for Australia’s most threatened species, restore habitat 
and improve agricultural productivity. Reintroduction of key native species is the key to managing the iconic 
vegetation of southern Yorke Peninsula. These species will reinstate the necessary ecological processes to 
maintain the condition of bushland. 

To enable species reintroductions, the ongoing control of feral 
predators (foxes and cats) is required. To maximize the cost 
efficiency of the predator management program, strategic 
fencing will be constructed across the Peninsula to limit 
reinvasion by foxes and cats. Over the next 20 years, the 
project seeks to reintroduce the Brush-tailed Bettong, 
Southern Brown Bandicoot, Red-tailed Phascogale and 
Western Quoll. The project also aims to augment the 
Peninsula’s population of Barn Owls. The purpose of the Great 
Southern Ark project is to develop a safe haven for Australia’s 
most threatened species. This includes the Hooded Plover, 
for which the Yorke Peninsula supports around 200 adult 
birds. 

Photo: Kerri Bartley 

Photo: Janet Moore 

https://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/northernandyorke/projects/Great_Southern_Ark_the_Rewilding_of_Southern_Yorke_Peninsula
https://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/northernandyorke/projects/Great_Southern_Ark_the_Rewilding_of_Southern_Yorke_Peninsula
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It is anticipated that restoring the peninsula’s small native predator species (Red-tailed Phascogale, Western 
Quoll, Barn Owl) will drive improvements in agricultural productivity through the control of pest species; 
rabbits and house mouse. Reduced mouse populations would result in reduced damage to crops and reduced 
on-farm management costs (baiting). The active management of feral cats will reduce the occurrence of 
toxoplasmosis and sarcosporidiosis in the environment, leading to increased lamb survival rates and better 
returns on sheep carcasses. 

The reintroduction of highly interactive native species will value-add to the peninsula’s identity as an 
ecotourism destination, providing new opportunities for low-impact tourism and make a significant 
contribution to the District’s economic viability and the retention of local services. 

Care has gone into choosing appropriate native species to reintroduce to ensure no negative impact on 
agricultural production or the community. 

For further information about the Great Southern Ark project, contact the Natural Resources Centre in Clare 
on 8841 3400 or email DEW.NRNY@sa.gov.au. 

 

A WINTER ENCOUNTER IN THE COORONG 
 
John Hargreaves; Friends of the Hooded Plover Far West Victoria and Killarney Coastcare 

A few weeks ago, I was asked at short notice if I would like to participate in a winter shorebird count at The 
Coorong. I jumped at the chance and committed before I looked at a map and realised how far I had to 
drive. Yikes! I had misgivings about my level of experience and skills, but felt like putting myself to the test 
and exploring new habitat. And test it was. The salty lagoons of The Coorong are very different places to 
my regular haunts and there were some new species to familiarise with; a plethora of plovers, a surfeit of 
sandpipers, a terabyte of terns – OK not a shorebird, but a seabird of interest and concern. A long day of 
driving under leaden skies through heavy showers and rainbows terminated at an 1880s homestead hidden 
among the lakes, lagoons and dunes, where I soon met two other keen volunteers. That night we sat next 
to a raging fire and ran through an improvised shorebird ID quiz using photographs taken at Adelaide 
International Bird Sanctuary. I woke next morning to the staccato pelting of rain on the iron over the 
veranda. Was this going to be one of those miserable, damp expeditions?   

My interest in migratory shorebirds was sparked several seasons ago by a small group of Curlew Sandpipers, 
distinctive with their down-curved bills, foraging along the waterline near a hoodie territory. I had constantly 
confused Sanderlings with Stints – or was it Stilts? – over years of monitoring hoodies along our beaches. 
I thought it was hard enough learning about the behaviours of resident shorebirds to bother about all those 
little grey-and-white migratory birds and it was all too hard. But my friends would ask me embarrassing 
questions like; “What’s that one, John?” assuming that I was familiar with all thing’s shorebird. It began to 
dawn on me that perhaps I should make an effort to broaden my identification skills. Then I noticed the 
large and elegant Bar-tailed Godwit, on one occasion watching fascinated as forty-two were chased out of 
a nesting territory by one feisty little hoodie. Like the Curlew Sandpiper’s bill, I was hooked.  

Last season I attempted my first winter counts for Shorebirds 2020 and intensified my quest to not only 
identify the shorebirds I encounter on beaches, but also waders and waterfowl, and those shorebirds that 

Photos: Janet Moore 
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rarely make it to the beach, like Black-winged Stilts and Red-kneed Dotterels. I have a few favourite swamps 
I like to frequent over winter looking for Orange-bellied Parrots, where I worked with scope and field guide 
to build skills and confidence. Most helpful was going out with someone who knew more than me, especially 
in habitat they regularly monitor; an experienced birder can change the way you see the landscape. 

On that first morning in The Coorong, the 
weather soon cleared and skies got bluer 
and sunnier over the weekend. I monitored 
lagoon shoreline from a boat for the first 
time. It was a treat going out with my boat 
driver and guide, an Indigenous Ranger 
who shared insights and local knowledge of 
landscape, often spotting birds with the 
naked eye before I could pick them up with 
binos. 

Some apparently familiar encounters were 
different in The Coorong. I spotted a 
hoodie pair foraging along mud flats in a 
lake several kilometres inland from ocean 
beaches. I struggled to ID a raptor as it 
glided over our heads. After it passed and 
turned away, the white rump indicated 

Swamp Harrier, but it was much darker overall and demonstrated a flight pattern with which I was not 
familiar. I noted different species of Samphire along lake banks, one a shrub as high as my waist. I was 
excited to encounter my first outrageously colourful Australian Ringneck Parrot, Mallee race. As I struggled 
to ID it, I was grateful when a colleague pulled a bulky field guide from her pack. I was delighted when 
another colleague gave me a Samphire field guide after we returned to our digs.  

Unfortunately, one aspect of The Coorong was little different to my regular haunts; too much badly degraded 
habitat by weed infestations; I noted particularly impenetrable lines of Boxthorn and vast tracts of Sicilian 
Sea Lavender. 

Over three days of searching, my international migratory shorebird count was modest to say the least; only 
one, solitary Common Greenshank. But an estimated 2,000 Banded Stilts in one giant flock, dozens of Red-
necked Avocets and thousands of Hoary-headed Grebes hinted at The Coorong’s capacity to host large 
numbers of shorebirds and waterfowl, though I was told that many more were to be seen only a few decades 
ago. It was also nice to spend time in Storm Boy territory with our largest Australian Pelican rookery at Jack 
Point and the descendants of Mr Proud, Mr Ponder and Mr Percival on patrol over the lagoons. 

Thanks very much to BirdLife’s Dan Lees for putting me in The Coorong count communications loop and 
Anne O’Dea for coordinating this year’s count. And good job, volunteers. Four days of talking shorebirds 
and coastal habitat with like-minded others was enlightening and satisfying. Oh, and thanks to Angus and 
Yanama for stacking firewood to ward off the chilly nights and misty dawns. I would encourage everyone to 
take an interest in wider shorebird species, other birds that like wet feet and tummies and take up the 
challenge of identifying the many different coastal and wetland avian species. I would also recommend 
monitoring in new and disparate locales to challenge and broaden your skills, meet those with different 
experiences to share and gain an understanding of the diverse habitats along our coast. 
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EYRE PENINSULA 

Rachael Kannussaar, Coastal Management Officer, Natural Resources Eyre Peninsula 
 
Natural Resources Eyre Peninsula were fortunate to receive support from BirdLife Australia, in partnership 
with Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority, to deliver a National Landcare Program 2 project 
to Protect the Hooded Plover. This support has enabled us to commit to regularly monitoring some remote, 
harder to reach Hooded Plover territories on southern Eyre Peninsula above what could normally be achieved 
in a nesting season.   
 
Eyre Peninsula’s coastline is vast and much of its length is remote. Many Hooded Plover territories can only 
be accessed by 4WD and through private property, adding an element of difficulty to regular monitoring.  
Inconsistent monitoring makes determining nesting success, for example whether clutches reach hatching 
stage or whether chicks reach fledging stage, near impossible. Until now, key threats while suspected at 
these remote sites, had not previously been documented. With the additional funding support and assistance 
of key volunteers, 10 sites were chosen around coastal southern Eyre Peninsula with varying threats and 
access for more intensive nest monitoring. We have certainly reaped the rewards of these increased visits, 
and documented some interesting in-field observations.   
 

‘Gaggle of geese’  
 
In November 2018 during the Biennial Count we worked with a land manager north of Louth Bay to access 
and survey a privately owned 15.5 km stretch of coast, which included ~10km of sandy beaches separated 
by rocky headlands. There we made a first-time discovery of four Hooded Plover territories, two territories 
with evidence of nesting. The two nesting sites were added to the broader ‘pool’ of sites we regularly 
monitored.  Interestingly, up to 70 Cape Barren Geese were observed at one of these territories, definitely 
a first for me!  Cape Barren Geese frequent farmers’ paddocks on southern Eyre Peninsula during the day, 
often returning to nearby islands to roost at night where they can enjoy largely predatory-free sleeping 
arrangements.  With the extended drought conditions, we experienced, it’s possible these geese have found 
sources of fresh water along the coast. The degree of traffic and disturbance these geese made above the 
high tide mark suggested to me they also may have stayed on territory overnight.  Fortunately, the Hooded 
Plover pair were still able to successfully nest during this time, amongst the significant Cape Barren Geese 
activity on the beach.  Despite the risk of trampling, this pair raised one chick to fledging. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Bird of Prey triggers storm in a tea cup’ 
 
Earlier this year, another noteworthy observation involving a bird of prey at a monitoring site occurred south 
of Tumby Bay. I happened to be passing the monitoring site during a summer thunderstorm and was curious 
to see how the birds might be reacting to the wild conditions.  Due to the lightning, I couldn’t walk the 
beach so scoped from the car. Noticing one bird mid-beach at attention, watching something, I scanned 
around with the scope and spotted an Eastern Osprey on the beach tussling with Silver and Pacific Gulls 
over a tasty treat. The Osprey then flew towards the Hooded Plover with its treat, presumably to escape 
the pesky gulls. Not happy, the Hooded Plover was joined promptly by its partner (presumably off of the 
nest) to defend. The ‘hoodies’ charged towards the Osprey, walked up and down in front of it and around 
it. The Osprey, focused on its treat, looked up occasionally at the hoodies probably wondering what all the 

Photos: Rachael Kannussaar 
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fuss was about.  Seeing these comparatively small birds ‘take on’ a large bird of prey was quite a sight to 
see. This ‘warrior’ pair also raised one chick to fledging. 
 
As a region, we look forward to continuing to monitor these territories, amongst others, during the upcoming 
season.  Our knowledge of the sites that are important for Hooded Plovers is always increasing, as is our 
understanding of the key pressures they face and where we can best focus our attention to help this 
threatened species. 

 

THE TROUBLE WITH SEA-WHEAT GRASS 

Aleisa Lamanna, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Project, Adelaide 
 
The invasion of sea-wheat grass (Thinopyrum junceum), a coastal weed found on dunes in southern 
Australia, has caused many nesting sites to become unsuitable in recent years.  The Adelaide metro sites 
where Red-capped Plovers previously nested in the fore dune are now densely covered in sea-wheat grass 
creating unsuitable nesting habitat and forcing the birds to nest further down on the beach where the eggs 
are more likely to be trampled.  

 

Additionally, the sea-wheat grass has changed the dune slope profile so that Red-capped Plovers are nesting 
on a steep slope at the edge of the dune where water flows down heavy and fast after rain storms.  This 
season three nests were believed to be lost due to heavy rain and the location of the nest on the slope of 
the dune.  The rain caused the eggs to be displaced from the nest (rolled out) by rain water flowing down 
the slope of the dune.   

Artist: K Pobke 

Photo: Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Project, Adelaide 
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This past season local Council, City of Charles Sturt, made an 
effort to control small sections of sea-wheat grass. This was 
done as a trial to see what control methods may work and if 
it would provide space for the birds to attempt to nest. 
However regular follow-up did not occur on the treated sea-
wheat grass and although there was some die-back it was not 
enough to be able to create suitable nesting habitat.  The 
Red-capped Plovers made six nests in front of the sea-wheat 
grass covered dunes this year at Semaphore South, only one 
nest was successful and produced a single fledgling.  
 
Call out to readers: If anyone is actively controlling sea-
wheat grass in your area we would love to know what method 
has been used and if control has been successful.  Please 
contact Aleisa.lamanna@birdlife.org.au                                        

 

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

Emma Stephens, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Project, Adelaide.  
 
Congratulations to the Fleurieu Peninsula Friends of the Hooded Plover who celebrated their 10th 
anniversary of Hooded Plover conservation in April this year.  
 
Traditionally tin or aluminium is the material of choice for 10-year anniversaries as both materials represent 
the durability and flexibility needed to sustain a loving union. And of course, in this case it is the love of the 
Hooded Plover and the strength, durability and flexibility of our amazing volunteers and project partners 
who have made it a success over these 10 years!  
 
The incredible effort of hoodie volunteers, councils, 
BirdLife Australia and Adelaide and Mount Lofty 
Ranges Natural Resources Management Board team 
was recognised and celebrated with cake! The SA 
Environment Minister Hon David Speirs MP and the 
AMLR NRMB’s Presiding Member Dr Felicity-Ann 
Lewis helped celebrate and cut the cake. Grainne 
presented a review of 10 years of data on the 
Fleurieu Peninsula showing that management is 
making a significant difference to fledgling success 
at the really busy sites. Other presentations were 
shared from Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife 
staff (BirdLife Australia), NRM staff, Wendy White 
(Fleurieu volunteer coordinator) and Volunteer 
Regional Coordinators.  
 
But in all honesty who wants tin or aluminium to mark 10 years, cake was good enough for us! However, 
everyone was also rewarded with a photo mounted block of a beautiful hoodie to commemorate everyone’s 
efforts and involvement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Tony Flaherty  
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Photo: Sharing our Shore with Coastal Wildlife Project, 
Adelaide 
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SOUTH EAST SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Jeff Campbell, Friends of Shorebirds SE. 
 
The 2018/19 breeding season on the South East South Australian coast was unfortunately a poor one with 
very little successful nesting events and therefore few fledged birds seen. Typically, there was a number of 
reasons for nesting failure, varying from very high tide events to the predation of three eggs by a cat. In 
the latter case we thought that the nest was in an ideal location, as it was well above the high tide line and 
also not in a position where it could be run over by a vehicle or trampled. Just over a week after the nest 
with eggs was found we revisited the site and the nest site was empty, with very evident cat tracks leading 
to and from the nest. 
 
There has been some good news however with at least 
two flagged hoodies making it to fledging. One of 
these birds has a very interesting family history as it 
is the progeny of an adult bird which was originally 
caught and flagged as a fledgling at the Abalone Farm 
near Port Fairy in Victoria. This bird (AH Orange) was 
first seen at Danger Point, east of Port MacDonnell, in 
February 2016, some 10 months after it was flagged. 
It partnered with an unflagged bird soon after arriving 
and produced a fledgling which was caught and 
flagged (ORYM – Orange over Red/Yellow over metal) 
in April 2016. AH was identified as a female bird when 
copulation was observed.  
 
 
The pair failed to produce any fledged young in 2017/18 but in the 2018/19 season raised one bird to 
fledging age and this bird was caught and flagged EA (blue flag engraved white) in December 2018. This 
young bird was subsequently seen, with its ‘salt & pepper’ plumage, along with five adults on a beach near 
Port MacDonnell in February 2019. 
 
There has been at least one other successful breeding event in the lower South East with another ‘salt & 
pepper’ plumaged bird seen on its own recently on the same beach near Port MacDonnell. This bird was 
caught and flagged DB (blue flag engraved white) in December 2018 at Blackfellows Caves.  
                    
                                                    

Photo: Sarah Campbell 
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NIKON P1000. A USEFUL TOOL FOR BNB MONITORING 

Les Montanjees, Friends of Hooded Plover, Kangaroo Island 
 
I’ve just bought this camera to help with monitoring BNBs 
on Kangaroo Island. It’s a bridge camera with the longest 
reach of any superzoom on the planet – a staggering 
24x3000mm! There are numerous reviews on the internet, 
including some demos on YouTube which will give you some 
idea of its capabilities.  
 
 
For our work I see its advantages as: 

• the ability to capture very good quality images from 
positions well away from hoodies, POCs ‘n’ SOCs, 
Dotties etc. 

• image quality that’s good enough to read and record 
bands and flags at a distance. 

• a wide angle of 24mm which gives the opportunity of taking images of the whole beach environment. 
• the ability to take 4K video recordings for capturing bird behaviour, threats, unusual weather/wave 

conditions etc. The camera has a socket for plugging in an external microphone and can extend the 
sound capture along with the lens as you zoom in. 

• excellent vibration reduction giving the ability to shoot mostly hand-held. You can get away without 
lugging a tripod along. 

• straightforward to use. There is a learning curve, as with any new piece of technology, but if you’ve 
used any sort of digital camera you won’t find any nasty surprises. It can be used fully automatically 
or with your choice of shooting modes. There’s even a dedicated Birding Mode that will do it all for 
you. 

• Wifi permits geotagging and transfer of images to a phone or laptop in the field. 
• the camera can be operated remotely, so you can set it up on a tripod and retreat 
• if required the camera will accept an external monitor or tablet, which can be either plugged in or 

operated via Bluetooth or Wifi and used instead of the optional remote gizmo. 
• it’s affordable. Sort of. Mine was $1300, so it’s not cheap but considering I don’t have a scope and 

can use the Nikon as one and considering all it can do, I think it’s good value. Groups could share 
one, with each member bringing along their own SD card on a shoot. 

 
Here are a few images I took yesterday, after only a couple of days with it. They were all taken hand-held. 
Not exhibition quality but good enough for monitoring purposes. For the record, I do have a DSLR and a 
300mm lens with a double extender and there’s no way in the world I could have got these shots with it. 
This Nikon truly is remarkable. Once caution. It’s a very large camera and quite heavy at 1.4kg. But then 
we’re used to lugging stuff aren’t we… 

PS I have no affiliation with Nikon or any supplier of camera equipment! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Les Montanjees 
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New South Wales Updates 

THE BIRD SITTERS, A SHORT FILM BY ALEXANDRA JONES, WHO IS PANDANUS 
CREEK FILMS, YOUTUBE 
 
Alexandra Jones 
 
The Bird Sitters is my account of the coming together and commitment of a group of people, some 
individuals, some from bird or other conservation groups and some from local council who cooperated nicely 
to help the critically endangered Beach Stone-curlews successfully raise their family. Over the summer of 
2018-2019, at Hastings Point, a pair of critically endangered Beach Stone-curlews chose to lay an egg in 
the middle of one of the most popular estuary dune systems on the Tweed Coast just prior to the peak 
Christmas holiday period, in amongst picnic tables and near a children’s playground.   
 
The story is narrated from both my perspective and Cheryl’s, a volunteer bird sitter, who shares her 
experience alongside mine. 
 
I coined the phrase “the bird sitters” because the volunteers reminded me of babysitters, as they adopted 
the curlew family as their own. Caring for the birds they also encouraged and nurtured community support, 
with many, but unfortunately not all, of the dog owners in the community being able to change their dog 
walking habits, and walk their dogs elsewhere, outside of local council’s dog free zone.  
 
Happily, to date, both parents and their ‘chick’ which has now fledged are still all doing well and when I 
sometimes see them in the afternoon on the beach it is so nice to know this family have been given some 
space to live their lives in their own environment. We are all now quietly waiting to see if the parents breed 
again this year and what, if any, movements their grown-up fledgling will make. 
 
If you would like to see my short film, The Bird Sitters you can view it on my YouTube channel, Pandanus 
Creek Films. Kind regards, Alexandra Jones. Link is:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuBiVYUc2Mg  

#NSWBEACHBIRDS SOCIAL MEDIA COMPETITION 

Renee Mead, BirdLife Australia 
 
In February and March 2019, we ran a targeted social media campaign using the hashtag #NSWBeachBirds 
over four weeks, with regular posts to educate people about beach-nesting birds, their habits, threats and 
how to get involved and help. Parallel to the educational posts, we ran an online competition in the form of 
a caption contest, where 
participants needed to caption 
selected photos each week. 
Uptake across three social media 
platforms was incredible and local 
NSW businesses donated prizes 
to the lucky winners for their 
creative entries.  There were 
many witty captions to choose 
from, so it was hard to decide! 
But the winning captions were:  
 
 
Photo by Reid Waters (right) 
“Ouch! Ouch! I told you we should 
have worn our thongs” on 
Instagram, which went to a local 
NSW lady who won a Rainforest 
Cruise for two people donated by 
Mount Warning Tours.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuBiVYUc2Mg
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Second prize went to “Who cares where they're off to? Phft! Godwits! Look at 'em! They're such show offs 
with their lah-di-dah, turned-up bills and long-range travel plans. 'Straya not good enough for 'em or 
WHAT?” on Twitter, who won a Snorkel with Turtles tour from Watersports Guru. 
 

 
Third prize went to “Babysit they said... two is twice the fun they said...twins make their own company they 
said... HELP it's only lunchtime and I need a G&T and a nap.” on Twitter, winning a double annual pass to 
The Macadamia Castle.  

Photo: Reid Waters 
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COASTAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM, HASTINGS POINT, NSW 

Renee Mead, BirdLife Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back in March, BirdLife Australia ran their first ever Youth Coastal Ambassador Program! The Program was 
aimed at 10 to 17-year olds who were keen to learn about, and make a difference in their local coastal 
environment. The two-day course was at capacity, and participants learned about their local beach-nesting 
birds, migratory shorebirds, marine turtle rescue, intertidal fauna, plastics and other key coastal 
conservation issues.  
 
The group listened to presentations from not only BirdLife Australia, but local experts and undertook field 
trips to consolidate their learnings. They then chose an activity such as creating signage or a video/stop-
start animation, to share their learnings and are now trained as future ambassadors to help spread 
awareness among their peers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo: Meg Cullen 
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The Youth Coastal Ambassador program was a new type of event for us and we found the interest for this 
type of event was incredibly high (with a waiting list of people who also wished to attend). The 30 young 
people who attended loved the two-day training course and came away with an enthusiasm beyond belief! 
Several of the participants are now keeping in contact and forming their own local environment youth group! 
Thanks, so much to The NSW Environmental Trust for making this event possible. 
 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA UPDATES 

SURVIVAL AGAINST ALL ODDS- THE RAISING OF TWO HOODED PLOVER CHICKS 

Marcus Singor, Coordinator, Hooded Plover Program Western Australia.  

Article published in Western Australian Bird Notes No. 169 March 2019 
 
An amazing story came to hand of a lady and her daughter walking along the beach when they found three 
eggs floating at the water’s edge. Belinda McKinnon and her daughter Riley found the eggs in the water on 
a beach, in a small bay (perhaps Sarge Bay) east of the Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse. They retrieved the eggs 
from the water, took them home and put them in an incubator. One was cracked. They put the other two 
with quail eggs that they were incubating and were surprised to have them hatch, on December 4th 2018. 
The incubation time for Hooded Plover eggs is about 28 days, so these embryos were already partially 
developed. They hatched simultaneously.  
 
Shortly afterwards the two Hooded Plover chicks were placed into the care of Augusta Wildlife Care. 
Kerry and Dave Bell were the carers tasked with looking after the three-hour old chicks. They shared details 
of the specialized care they provided. They used a heat lamp which was kept on all the time for the first 
week. A heat disk was placed in a long plastic container which provided security and shelter. The microwave 
heat disk retains warmth for about 12 hours. A beanie was also placed in the container for comfort.  
 
The Hooded Plover chicks ingest their yolk for the first 24 hours and this can keep them going for 48 hours. 
They were fed with chick starter, meal worms (chopped up) and Insectivore Rearing Mix which is a high 
protein mix enriched with vitamins and minerals. Kerry dug up dirt from the garden and put it in their 
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housing container so they could peck for insects and bugs. After about two weeks they were mainly 
interested in foraging and instinctively knew to crouch down and hide. 
 
Kerry and Dave kept details on the weight of both chicks, to monitor their progress (Table 1). 
 
The chicks were taken to the beach on three occasions. They stayed close to their carers on the first 
occasion, ran around confidently collecting food on the second, and were too adventurous to be left for 
long on the third. They ate so much the first day that on the second day they were too full to eat. They 
liked to peck for bugs in the seaweed. The Hooded Plover chicks showed quite an appetite as they ate 
about 200 mealworms a day between them, along with the bugs in the seaweed. 
 
Table 1. Weights of two Hooded Plover chicks while being cared for by Kerry and Dave Bell. 
 

Day Date Weight 
chick 1  
(grams) 

Weight chick 2 
(grams) 

Tuesday 4-Dec-18 9  9  

Monday 10-Dec-18 19  19  

Tuesday 18-Dec-18 40  46  

Friday 28-Dec-18 49  61  

Tuesday 8-Jan-19 74  77  

Tuesday 15-Jan-19 82  83  

 
 
In late December 2018, as they grew older, the chicks were moved into a bird aviary about 3m x 4m and 
some seaweed was spread on the ground. They were fed chopped mealworms but they also gathered their 
own food from the seaweed, which was replenished from the coast every couple of days. 
 
The Hooded Plover chicks were now showing more interest in their natural food (bugs in the seaweed) than 
the other food. On 1 January 2019 they turned four weeks old. 
 
Identifying a suitable release site proved a challenge. The preference was to release them close to where 
they were found. Unfortunately, this time of the year falls in the middle of the holiday season when beaches 
are over run by tourists, vehicles and their pets. 

We needed to find a site that had few people, ample seaweed, was predator free and ideally had some other 
non-breeding Hooded Plovers present. Bob’s Hollow north of Conto’s Beach seemed the best choice. 
 
The Hooded Plovers were banded on Molloy Island by Boyd Wykes (A692) whilst still in captivity on January 
15th 2019. They were six weeks old at this stage. See leg-flagging details in Table 2. 
 
This information supplements data previously collected on how to raise a Hooded Plover chick (Singor 2012). 
 
Table 2. Banding and flagging details for two Hooded Plover chicks. 
 

Band 
number 

Metal band Engraved flag  Letters Head -  
Bill length  
(mm) 

051 22138 lower right leg dark blue flag upper left leg BA  47.5  

051 22139 lower right leg yellow flag upper left leg BA  47.5  

 
The date of release finally arrived and the two Hooded Plovers were released on 31 January 2019 at Bob’s 
Hollow. When released the chicks were 8 weeks old and weighed around 86 grams. 

After their release at Bob’s Hollow the two juvenile Hooded Plovers were closely monitored.   
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Initially the Yellow and Blue-flagged juveniles remained at the beach of release and seemed to integrate 
well with the residential pair of adult Hooded Plovers and other shorebirds.  There was ample food available 
in the large seaweed banks spread along the beach. 
 
The Blue-flagged juvenile was the 
more adventurous of the two and 
disappeared after a week for a few 
days only to return to the beach of 
release. This behaviour was 
repeated over the following 
months. The Yellow-flagged 
Hooded Plover remained at the 
original release site and was still 
present in early April 2019, two 
months after release. The release 
and introduction to the wild had 
gone off without any complications 
and both birds had adjusted to their 
new surroundings and were 
displaying normal behaviour.    
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