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Forthcoming activities 

Wed 7 August 2019 

Winton Wetlands quarterly bird survey. Meet 8.45am 

for 9am start at Boat Ramp, Lake Mokoan Rd. 

Sat 17 August 2019 

Private property Lurg Hills, Greta West. Meet 10am at 

Benalla Rose Gardens. Note changed meeting place 

from advertised program. Leader Kathy Costello 

1 – 7 September 2019 

Ned’s Corner and Gluepot. Contact Secretary. 

Sat 21 September 2019 

Crosbie Forest. Meet at Toolleen Hotel 9am. 

Birdlife Murray Goulbourn on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/birdlifemg/ 

Queries about our online sites to Graham Boast 

graham@reckonhelp.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet a Member – Paul Chick 

It seems fitting that in this 50th issue of The Babbler, 

we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Paul Chick 

becoming a member of the RAOU (Royal Australasian 

Ornithologists Union), which over the years has 

morphed into Birdlife Australia. Paul has been awarded 

life membership of Birdlife Australia in honour of this 

achievement. Congratulations Paul. 

Here is his story. 

 

A LIFELONG PASSION FOR NATURE 

Paul Chick 

 

 
 

Early Days 

My earliest recollection is that whilst walking to school 

in McKinnon in suburban Melbourne, I would stop to 

observe flowering plants in gardens. I noticed 

particular caterpillars in cypress hedges, and of course 

the magnificent Emperor Gum caterpillar. I was 

fascinated by what I now know as Pin Cushion Hakea. 

Visits to Brighton beach with my Mum and Grandma, 

revealed star fish, shells, and the ubiquitous Silver 

Gull, commonly called the sea gull. 

When I was about seven, we moved to Beaumaris 

which was then sparsely developed, and contained 
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large areas of banksia and tea tree scrub. My first 

serious interest in birds began here. Walking to and 

from school was via a shortcut through bushland, and 

we would occasionally encounter Bronzewing pigeons, 

echidna, orchids and snakes. 

I joined the sea scouts when I was eleven, and used to 

go hiking in the Dandenongs and on camps to 

Anglesea, where I noticed strange things like grass 

trees, blacked-capped seagulls (Crested Tern?), and 

little dumpy birds running in the sand (Hooded Plover). 

I had a job after school running delivery errands for 

the local chemist. I became aware of certain bird calls 

in particular places. The Little Wattlebird was common 

around coastal banksia, and I noted the connection. 

 

Adult Life 

In 1966, I married Irene, and shortly after moved to a 

new house in Seaford. It was at Carrum Swamp that I 

met Mike Carter, who happened to live at Frankston. 

This led to many field and boat trips over a ten year 

period. At the time I was working at Kelly and Lewis, a 

pump design and manufacturing company in 

Springvale, and used to get off the train at Westall and 

walk along the railway line to work. One afternoon on 

the return trip, I noticed a Grey Falcon perched on a 

street sign. It was quite tame and had bands on its 

legs, and was obviously someone’s pet. 

My experience with pumps led to a job at the South 

Eastern Purification Plant. The Officer in Charge, Geoff 

Archer, upon learning of my interest in birds asked me 

to make a list of suitable native plants for the 

landscaping project. I also obtained permission for 

Mike Carter, Peggy Mitchell, and Graham Pizzey to 

have access for bird studies. I led a few Bird Observers 

Club outings at SEPP over the years, and notable 

sightings during my 17 years there include Spotted 

Redshank, Lewin’s Rail, Arctic Tern, Letter-winged Kite 

and Freckled Duck. Peggy used to bring interstate 

birders to see the Australasian Bitterns, and Blue billed 

Ducks. 

Pressure from living in suburbia led to relocation to a 

semi-rural situation in Upper Beaconsfield. I became 

very active in conservation issues and served as a 

committee member and office bearer in the 

conservation group for twenty years. 

My dream job ended in 1991, when I decided to accept 

the generous redundancy package being offered by 

Melbourne Water. My plan B was to build a low energy 

sustainable house using solar and wind power on 20 

acres in beautiful Balmattum. We also cruised the 

waters of Lake Macquarie and the east coast in a 

Swanson 36ft. yacht for two years accompanied by our 

adventurous cat Gus. 

 

Present Day 

At 76, I enjoy reasonable health and relaxed living. I 

keep myself busy, and always have a project on the go 

related to my many hobbies. We both love the 

outback, and spend the cooler months touring in the 

Tvan off road trailer. 

Reflections 

I have learned more in a day about birds from Mike 

Carter, and about local plants from the late John Reid, 

(who was depicted in the December 2018 Birdlife 

magazine) than in ten years from books. I achieved 

the 600th tick for Australian birds last year on the WA 

trip. I am grateful to be awarded Life Membership of 

Birdlife Australia. 

 

 

A DARWIN TO SHEPPARTON ROAD 
TRIP 

Pat and Denise Feehan 

In April 2019 we flew to Darwin and then drove back 

to Shepparton, bringing our daughter’s car back from 

up north. Although the trip was quick (4320 km in 5½ 

days) it provided some nice birding for us. 

The first surprise was at midnight as we drove up the 

street to Carmen’s house in Darwin, a Bush Stone-

curlew walked across the footpath. We heard many 

during the night. 

Next day at Katherine, we knew we were in northern 

Australia when we saw numerous Black Kites, a 

Spangled Drongo, Rainbow Bee-eaters, Diamond 

Doves and Red-winged Parrots (along with the signs 

that say Crocodiles might inhabit the river). Moving on, 

further south, to Larrimah we found 4 Red-backed 

Fairy-wrens. Black and Whistling Kites were constant 

features along the highway, feeding on carrion. 

 

Purple-backed Fairy-wren. Photo Graham Boast 
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At Cloncurry we had enough time to visit the 

Chinaman Creek Dam where we saw a number of new 

birds to us, including Purple-backed Fairy-wren (this 

caused us some argument about what we had actually 

seen and then I discovered the recent taxonomy 

changes that confused us even more), Rufous-throated 

Honeyeater, Yellow-throated Miner, Pictorella Mannikin 

and Varied Lorikeet as well as a single Glossy Ibis and 

a couple of Paperbark Flycatchers. 

The highway from Cloncurry to Winton was abuzz with 

birds, presumably because of the recent heavy rains 

and flooding. We weren’t game to pull off the road in 

many places because we often saw very deep rut 

marks immediately beside the bitumen where vehicles 

had become deeply bogged. We did see half a dozen 

Australian Bustards, a few Brolga, some very large Ibis 

flocks, high in the sky, a single Letter-winged Kite and 

numerous small brown birds. 

Early morning Pied Butcherbird chorus at Cloncurry 

and Augathella provided a nice start to some days. 

Winton to near Tambo was very quiet for birds but as 

we got closer to Tambo we came across many 

Australian Bustards, close to the road. In a paddock 

adjacent to the road we came across a flock of 36 

Brolgas and 10 Bustards. All up, we counted 43 

Australian Bustards (not bad for a bird we had never 

seen before!) in the area. 

 

Australian Bustard. Photo Colette Livermore 

There was evidence of recent rain and floods south of 

Tambo, but not too many birds. However, as we 

moved further south we came across heavily drought 

stricken country, with lots of Emus. Interestingly, a 

flood was moving down the Warrego River, so we had 

the crazy situation of bare paddocks with adjacent 

floodwaters. Only the river floodplain was benefiting 

from the flood and the floodwater was too recent to 

encourage birds to move in. 

At Cobar we found a Striped Honeyeater, numerous 

Mallee Ringnecks, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater and a 

couple of Restless Flycatchers. Further south, 

numerous small flocks of Apostlebirds kept us amused, 

along with Little Crows, some Wedge-tailed Eagles, 

feral goats, kangaroos and a few sheep. 

Despite this being a very quick trip, we managed to 

see 14 species that were new to us. We also 

experienced plenty of frustration associated with 

identifying birds that were unfamiliar or new to us 

 

CHANNEL COUNTRY BIRD TOUR 

In June 2019 five BLMG members joined five other 

birders on a tour out of Longreach, run by Chook 

Crawford of Close-up Birding Adventures. As described 

by Pat and Denise in the above article, our trip also 

benefitted from the cyclones in March 2019 that 

brought water and birds to desperately dry areas of 

south west Queensland. We travelled from Longreach 

to Winton, Boulia, Bedourie, Birdsville, and returned to 

Longreach through Windorah. 

We were lucky to have three photographers who have 

generously shared their photos of the trip. In addition 

to Marg and Graham, fellow tour member from NSW 

Colette Livermore, took some wonderful photos. 

 

Typical channel after the flood with narrow green floodplain 

and sandhill beyond, near Birdsville. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

Marg Clarke reports 

It was pleasing to be able to join fellow bird watchers 

and go to an area I hadn’t been to before and see 

birds unique to that habitat. Gibber plains, sand dunes 

and mesas were part of the landscape providing 

interesting scenery and good bird habitat. 

Shortly after we started the bird tour I was glad to see 

Plum-headed Finches for the first time. Some of the 

other new birds for me seen during the tour included 
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Rufous-crowned Emu-wren, Letter-winged Kite, Inland 

Dotterel, Gibberbird and as the name suggests flocks 

of Flock Bronzewing. 

 

 

Plum-headed Finch at Longreach. Photo Graham Boast 

 

 

Spinifex country. Photo Marg Clarke 

 

 

Male Flock Pigeon. Photo Colette Livermore 

Flocks of Budgerigars and Cockatiels were good to see 

also. We saw the delightful White-winged Fairy-wrens 

on a number of occasions and Zebra Finches were 

seen at most places we stopped at. 

 

 

Male White-winged Fairy-wren. Photo Marg Clarke 

One of many interesting observations was seen on the 

edge of the Simpson Desert near Birdsville where 

Zebra Finches were nesting in the base of a Wedge-

tailed Eagle’s nest. 

 

 

Wedge-tailed Eagle. Photo Colette Livermore 

There were a number of plants in bloom that included 

Acacia, Senna, a Grevillea and Eremophila (we saw 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters feeding in these). Various 

species of Ptilotus -mulla mulla and everlastings 

covered the ground in some places. 
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The Call of the Eyrean Grasswren 

Graham Boast 

 
Day 8 and the Eyrean Grasswren was our quarry for 

the day. We headed west from Birdsville through fields 

of green then Gibber Plains to the widely spaced sand 

dunes where we hoped to see the Eyrean Grasswren, a 

small bird of secretive habits and furtive dashes 

between spinifex. The bird was easily spooked, so 

silence was essential. Chook briefed us on the way out 

like a coach going through the game plan and tactics 

before a big match. This was a rare bird indeed and we 

needed stealth to see it. 

 

 

Gibber plains. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

Eyrean Grasswren country. Photo Colette Livermore 

We parked at the base of a sand dune and Don was 

first off the bus. This was one of the few bush birds he 

was yet to see. He is normally content to stroll at the 

back of the pack, identifying almost everything by 

sound from his encyclopaedic memory of bird calls, but 

today he was out front with Chook, striding 

purposefully up the sand dune. Someone forgot to turn 

off their phone, and at the top we had that other rare 

thing – phone reception. The two note dee-dah 

signalling an incoming message on someone’s phone 

had Chook rolling his eyes at me and shaking his 

head….some people. 

A few minutes later someone spied movement; coach 

Chook was hand signalling directions like a soldier on 

patrol, and we were all lined up intently peering 

through our binoculars at a clump of spinifex. Don’s 

phone suddenly erupted into his chosen ringtone – the 

theme from The Godfather. Now Don’s phone is one of 

those old fold-over Nokias, and, like Derek Smalls from 

Spinal Tap, the volume was turned up to 11. Worse 

still, he carried it in a pouch on his belt, and under 

pressure, extracting it was taking 3 times longer than 

it should have. The sight of Don struggling with his 

belt holster and muttering “I get one phone call a 

week...” had me roaring with laughter. He eventually 

got it out and managed to silence it; I’m unsure 

whether he turned it off or strangled the life out of it, 

but it was silent at last. I will live off this story for 

years. 

Bram, bush poet that he is, immortalised Don’s 

moment in a poem about his top 3 memories from the 

trip… 

Firmly locked at number two comes a story when we 10 
Crept silently scouring sand dunes for the elusive Eyrean 
Grass Wren 
We saw their tracks upon the sands and Chook their 
calls he played  
To lure the little buggers out and really make our day  
Till the silence that we strived for was blown from 
recognition  
When a mobile phone unbeknown came blaring back in 
signal 
He tried in vain to remove the phone from the case worn 
on his belt  
His frustration grew and ours did too please shut the 
bastard up! 
The cheery tune rang on & on 
Chook’s face in sheer disdain  
I’d queue for hours in a real long line to see Don’s face 
again 

We walked the dunes and got several encouraging 

glimpses, so Chook suggested we come back later in 

the morning. We visited Big Red, then tried another 

sand dune. Again, more glimpses. With most birds, 

you detect the movement with your eyes, then look 

through the binoculars for a better view. This doesn’t 

work so well for these guys – by the time they hit the 

spinifex, it’s already too late. Two of our fellow 

travellers, Ivor and Bram, were lucky enough to spy 

one sitting up on the spinifex, but it dropped down 

before they were halfway through their directions on 
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where it was. Chook suggested we head back to town 

for lunch. 

Most of us had a third crack after lunch. I got 

reasonable naked eye views. Don, who is much faster 

with the binoculars than the phone, managed a good 

look. I know on the inside he was jumping for joy, but 

the exterior was like a clump of spinifex concealing the 

grasswrens within. 

 

 

Kathy, Don, Val, Marg and Graham at lunch. Photo Colette 

Livermore 

 

Preparing for bird call at Bedourie Hotel. Photo Colette 

Livermore 

 

 
Don Roberts reports 

This was my first trip to the Channel Country so I was 

keen to see the towns listed in Chook’s itinerary and 

the various habitats. Prior to booking the tour I 

obtained a list from Chook of birds I might observe in 

this part of Queensland. I noted nine species that were 

new to me, but realistically I thought five or none. 

There were a few I had seen once or twice before. 

I was happy to see four new species, Flock 

Bronzewing, Grey Falcon and two Grasswren, Rusty 

and Eyrean. Birds that I have seen once before were 

Grey-headed Honeyeater, Letter-winged Kite, 

Cinnamon and Chestnut-breasted Quail-Thrush, Hall’s 

Babbler, Rufous-crowned Emu-wren, Gibberbird, Plum-

headed and Painted Finch. I recorded 140 species on 

the tour. 

 

 
Cinnamon Quail-thrush. Photo Graham Boast 

 

 

Inland Dotterel. Photo Graham Boast 

 

 

Some special birds of the Channel Country 

Kathy Costello 

The Letter-winged Kite was voted bird of the tour. 

We had wonderful views of a pair of birds perched and 

in flight. They were found near a water-filled channel, 

beside one of the many (usually dry) channels that 
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punctuate the Gibber plains around Bedourie. A new 

bird for most, and one I had not seen for 30 years. 

 

Letter-winged Kite. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

Letter-winged Kite. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

The Rufous-crowned Emu-wren and Rusty 

Grasswren are elusive birds found in remote spinifex 

country. The grasswren is regarded as either a sub-

species of the Striated Grasswren or as a separate 

species, and has a very restricted range around the 

Winton area. Chook found us both of these birds on 

the second day of the tour. We had lovely close views 

of a male Rufous-crowned Emu-wren. 

A pair of Rusty Grasswrens kept well ahead of us, 

affording brief glimpses before they ran into another 

clump of spinifex. Finally they jumped onto a bare 

branch to look back at us, and for the first time we 

managed an identifiable view of the pair. Much 

celebration. 

Although we walked through lots of spinifex that day 

and subsequent days, we missed another spinifex 

specialist, the appropriately-named Spinifexbird. 

There’s always an excuse to go back another time. 

 

 

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

Striated (Rusty) Grasswren. Photo Marg Clarke 

 

Val shared a champagne celebration for 2 new birds with 

everybody at Winton Hotel. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

Winton to Boulia 

On day 3 we drove from Winton to Boulia. There was a 

large flock of Horsefield’s Bushlarks active in 

grasslands just outside Winton. We saw our first 

Australian Pratincoles, and flocks of Budgies and 
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Cockatiels. At our morning tea stop on a rocky 

outcrop, Don quietly walked up to Chook to say he’d 

seen a pair of Painted Finches. One bird then flew 

and landed on the ground in front of us. A beautiful 

new bird for many. From then on, Chook called Don 

the Quiet Achiever. 

 

 

Painted Finch. Photo Colette Livermore 

Further on we stopped to look at birds gathering 

around a channel filled with tall green reeds. A 

Spotted Harrier was carrying something in its talons. 

It was attacked from above by a Black Kite and 

dropped its prey. Colette took this amazing photo of all 

3 birds at a critical moment, with the prey dropping 

earthward, the Black Kite trying to grab it, and the 

Spotted Harrier above. From the photo, the small bird 

was identified as a Horsefield’s Bushlark. 

 

 

Spotted Harrier (top) as Black Kite tries to retrieve Harrier’s 

prey. Photo Colette Livermore 

 

The most common bird of the tour 

The Fairy Martin. That was a surprise. We saw 

thousands of them. Every time our vehicle crossed a 

culvert, at least 40 Fairy Martins would erupt into flight 

around us. We drove hundreds of kilometres through 

floodplain country, crossing hundreds of culverts. We 

saw Fairy Martin nests under eaves in towns, and even 

hanging beneath large tree branches. 

 

NO LONGER A PITTA REPELLENT: 
BIRDING IN NT AND QUEENSLAND 

Val La May 

 

Northern Territory 

To escape Victoria’s winter and fill in time before the 

Chook Tour of the Channel Country, I spent six nights 

in Darwin. Naturally I was chasing some new birds: the 

Rufous Owl, reputed to be resident in Darwin’s George 

Anderson Botanic Garden, and the Rainbow Pitta, 

which I had missed in a 1985 Kimberley trip. 

Via the Facebook Australian Twitchers group, I knew 

that a log of Rufous Owl sightings was kept in the 

Botanic Garden Visitors Centre and that the Owl 

usually frequented the Garden’s Rainforest Walk. 

So, on a hot Friday morning I spent more than an hour 

staring up at giant fig trees in the rainforest gully. No 

owl to be seen. Another hopeful birdo was there too, 

but he didn’t spend a whole hour under the wrong 

tree! I returned to the Bot. Garden a few days later 

and loitered around what I thought was the correct 

area, when a young couple came into the Garden from 

the nearby suburb. They had a baby in a pram and a 

dog roaming around, but no binoculars. They asked 

me what I was looking for, so I told them the Rufous 

Owl. To my amazement, they pointed at a tree further 

down the gully and said ‘That’s where the owls usually 

roost.’ And indeed, there they were: a pair side by 

side! ‘Two for the price of one.’ The couple also 

mentioned that the owls had raised two young that 

year. I was very proud to add my sighting to the 

Visitors’ Centre owl log, and to mention that locals 

pointed the owls out to me. 

My second target, the Rainbow Pitta, was reputed to 

be along the Rainforest Walk at Howard Springs, 

according to Don Roberts, who saw it there a couple of 

years ago. Another birdo friend recommended the 

Berry Springs Rainforest Walk. 

I was the first visitor at Howard Springs on Saturday 

morning and trudged around the Rainforest Walk in 

both directions. No Pitta! So I went out to Berry 

Springs, arriving late morning. The spring and picnic 

area were thronging with visitors, but no one was on 

the Rainforest Walk. Coming to the end of the 

boardwalk, I spotted the Pitta! The bird was sitting in 
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full view in a fairly open area of the forest. I snapped a 

few terrible photos with my iphone, did a discrete 

victory dance and continued on the walk. Near the 

end, another Rainbow Pitta flew across the track. I 

hoped this marked the end of my history as a Pitta 

Repellent, as I wanted to finally see the Noisy Pitta in 

Queensland later on my trip. 

 

Queensland Coast 

After our Chook trip, Kathy Costello and I spent about 

two weeks on the Queensland coast between Mackay 

and Townsville. I was anxious to see the Noisy Pitta, 

which had eluded me for many years. We both had 

faint hopes to find the Eungella Honeyeater, whose 

habitat had been severely reduced by bushfires in 

2018. 

Thanks to recommendations from some BLMG 

members, we booked several nights at Cape 

Hillsborough Resort, in the national park north of 

Mackay. We’d been told that Noisy Pittas were often 

seen along the boardwalk. 

On a sunny Saturday morning we started on the 

Mangrove Boardwalk. As happened often on our walks 

in Queensland, we saw the greatest number and 

variety of birds in the first hundred metres or so of the 

track. This may be due to the ‘Edge Effect’ in that 

there is a greater range of habitat near the edge of a 

forest than there is further into the forest. 

It wasn’t long before eagle-eyed Kathy spotted a Little 

Kingfisher along a small gully. What a gem, and only 

my second sighting of this tiny bird. Further down the 

track, Kathy spotted a Noisy Pitta in the forest gloom. 

Too dark to even attempt a photo, and the bird soon 

vanished into the undergrowth. 

Two wonderful birds in a morning—I couldn’t decide if 

I was more thrilled by the Little Kingfisher or the Noisy 

Pitta. We did see other great birds on that track, such 

as Pacific Baza, Little Shrike-thrush rufous subspecies 

and Spectacled Monarch. 

We weren’t so fortunate looking for the Eungella 

Honeyeater, in spite of local information about which 

roads to search. This Honeyeater is restricted to the 

Clarke Range and Eungella National Park inland from 

Mackay. Much of the rainforest we travelled through 

had been burnt or singed in the 2018 bushfires. Also, 

storms after the fires damaged many local roads, thus 

limiting our search area. We drove up the winding 

Escarpment road twice and spent most of two days, 

without seeing our quarry. 

A happy postscript to our stay at Cape Hilllsborough 

was our ‘pet’ Carpet Python—Fred. At two metres long, 

Fred was in residence outside our front door for a 

couple of nights. It’s much easier to gaze in admiration 

at a stationary reptile than searching for elusive birds! 

 

 

Carpet Python ‘Fred’ outside cabin at Cape Hillsborough. 

Photo Val La May 

 

 

BRANCH NEWS 

Winton Wetlands 5th Science Forum, Thursday 15- 

Friday 16 August 2019 

Our President Pat Feehan is one of the speakers at this 

year’s Winton Wetlands Science Forum. Pat will 

present a paper based on the comprehensive report he 

wrote for the Winton Wetlands Committee of 

Management, analysing the data amassed from 6 

years of bird surveys that our branch has conducted at 

Winton Wetlands since 2013. 

If you wish to attend, contact Winton Wetlands. 

Bookings close on 8 August. 
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Bird research reports from Goulburn 

Broken Catchment Management Authority 

Summarised by Pat Feehan 

 
Jenny Wilson at Goulburn Broken CMA recently shared 

with me two research reports of relevance to birds in 

the Goulburn Broken catchment. I have been 

interested in trying to understand what bird research 

has been undertaken in our region and I have 

prepared brief summary of each report below (I have 

been surprised at how much work has been / is being 

done, although you have to dig to find it). 

The reports are dated 2013 and 2014. 

 

 
Benchmarking and monitoring of the landscape 

restoration trial in the Longwood / Violet Town 

plains, Goulburn Broken catchment, by Andrew 

Bennett, Greg Holland and Rowan Mott (Deakin 

University).  

The CMA is undertaking a landscape restoration trial by 

investing in activities such as revegetation to enhance 

biodiversity at a landscape scale. The report 

documents a baseline of the status of woodland-

dependent birds against which the outcomes of future 

restoration work can be evaluated. 

In 2012 bird surveys (200) were done in ten pairs of 

landscapes in the Longwood/Violet Town plains region. 

In total, 145 bird species were recorded, of which 117 

were land birds. The species richness of woodland bird 

species per landscape varied from 14 to 36 species. 

Species richness was most strongly influenced by total 

extent of wooded cover and the diversity of broad 

vegetation groups. Species richness increased with 

increasing cover and in landscapes with more diverse 

vegetation. 

 

 

Landscape restoration in the Goulburn Broken 

CMA – identifying indicators of habitat quality for 

woodland birds, by Greg Holland and Andrew 

Bennett (Deakin University). 

 
This report used bird species data from previous 

surveys (150 sites) to identify indicators of habitat 

quality for woodland-dependent birds at sites in the 

remnant vegetation in the Longwood/Violet Town 

Plains region. Previous surveys had identified 97 

species of land birds, including 55 species regarded as 

woodland dependent. Woodland birds were relatively 

scarce: some76% (42 of 55 species) were recorded 

from 15 or fewer of the 150 sites. 

The species richness of woodland-dependent birds was 

most strongly influenced by broad vegetation type, 

frequency of the Noisy Miner and two habitat attributes 

(non-eucalypt understory trees and low habitat 

structure). There were more woodland bird species in 

mixed species woodland and in River Red Gum 

woodland than in Grey Box woodlands of the plains. 

Grassy groundcover had a negative effect on species 

richness. 

The Noisy Miner was most frequently recorded in 

roadsides and scattered tree sites, and rarely in large 

patches (>40 ha) or in riparian vegetation. Noisy 

Miners were widespread, occurring at half of all sites 

(74 of 150), although they were less likely to occur in 

River Red Gum woodland than in other vegetation 

types. 

The report proposes a three-step habitat site 

assessment process: 

Vegetation type – e.g. River Red Gum along streams 

Noisy Miners/site type – e.g. fewer Noisy Miners, large 

remnants and broad riparian zones. 

Habitat attributes at the site - e.g. large old trees and 

mistletoe, grassy groundcover. 

 

Babbler Index 

Ever wondered about the mine of information in past 

editions of the Babbler? 

Using this treasure trove of information about birds, 

birding locations and trips and birding personalities has 

been made slightly easier through the development of 

an Index of all 49 editions published since 1995. 

Pat Feehan slowly worked his way through each edition 

to capture key words about articles. He says the Index 

is a bit idiosyncratic and probably reflects his own 

interests, but users can make their own judgement 

about that. 

The Index has been uploaded to the files section of the 

BLMG (closed) Facebook page, where it sits with 

previous editions of the Babbler. 

If you can't find it, contact Pat for a copy 

(patfeehan1@gmail.com) 

 

Photographs by Jacob 

One of our newer members Jacob has a website and 

Facebook page for his photography 

www.digitaljourneyphotography.com 

Facebook:  digitaljourneyphotography 

mailto:patfeehan1@gmail.com
http://www.digitaljourneyphotography.com/
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REPORTS OF OUTINGS 

Tahbilk Wetlands and Hughes Creek Hill 

Bushland Reserve (Strays Lane) 

13 April 2019 

Pat Feehan 

About 20 members and a couple of visitors enjoyed a 

pleasant morning of birding at the Tahbilk Wetlands. 

This was followed by a move to the nearby Strays Lane 

(Hughes Creek Hill Bushland Reserve) for lunch and 

more birding. 

Our leader, Val La May, decided that an outing to the 

originally advertised venue, the Mangalore Nature 

Conservation Reserve, would be not good for either us, 

or the birds, due to the continuing very dry conditions 

and so we headed up the highway to Tahbilk. Those 

who went directly to Tahbilk and the Wetland Cafe car 

park had an impressive list of species before the rest 

of us even got there. 

 

 

Tahbilk Wetlands. Photo Lorna Ward 

 
We walked around the edge of the wetland, but didn't 

make it is as far as the bird hide. Even so, we 

managed a total of 61 species at this location. There 

was a good mix of wetland and bush birds. Highlights 

included King Parrots, Crimson Rosellas, Red-rumped 

Parrots, plenty of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Brown 

Treecreepers, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes, 7 Olive-

backed Orioles (apparently feeding on grubs in the 

adjacent vineyard), a couple of flocks of Silvereyes, 6 

Diamond Firetails and 10 Red-browed Finches. The 

Firetails attracted great interest as it seems to be 

some time since they were sighted on an outing. 

 

Diamond Firetails. Photo Marg Clarke 

 
After a coffee from the adjacent cafe we moved on to 

Strays Lane for lunch, and then split into two groups; 

one group followed the track around the base of the 

reserve (which ended up on top of the ridge), while a 

smaller group took the steeper track directly to the top 

of the ridge. Here, a total of 28 species were recorded 

including many Little Corella, Buff-rumped, Yellow and 

Yellow-rumped Thornbills, 6 Varied Sittella, 1 Crested 

Shrike-tit (male) and 1 Golden Whistler (male), 2 

Jacky.Winters and a pair of Red-capped Robins. 

For those with an interest in geology, the ridge line at 

Strays Lane is an outcrop of the late Silurian Broadford 

Formation which is about 420 M years old and is made 

up of sedimentary sandstones and conglomerates. 

We also recorded 4 species at our original meeting 

place (the Taungurung Rest Stop). 

 

Rushworth Forest 

18 May 2019 

Pat Feehan 

 

A large group of 29 assembled in the main street of 

Rushworth for our May outing to the Rushworth Forest. 

Some were able indulge in a BBQ sausage from the 

nearby market before we headed down the road to our 

first stop at Cheongs Rd. 

It was a glorious day but birds were scarce, despite 

some flowering gums. After an hour or so, we moved 

on to Greens Road, where Russ Jones filled us in on his 

nest box activities in the area. We found more birds 

here, particularly Red Wattlebirds. 

Lunch was at the picnic area near Balaclava Hill, 

where, somewhat surprisingly, birds were relatively 

plentiful. Our afternoon birding was along the roads 

around Balaclava Hill. 
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Our overall impression was that it was pretty quiet for 

birds, confirming what Don Roberts and Russ Jones 

have been saying for some time about low bird 

numbers in the Forest. 

White-winged Choughs, Brown-headed Honeyeaters 

and Red Wattlebirds were seen in "high" numbers (30, 

30 and 20). Seven Honeyeater species were seen, with 

Brown-headed and Yellow-tufted being the most 

common. Amongst other birds, we saw two raptor 

species, Little Eagle (1) and Whistling Kite (2), a few 

Thornbills and a couple of Scarlet Robins. 

We recorded 27 species, and 215 birds for the day. 

By way of comparison figures (extracted from eBird) 

for previous visits are: 

2016.- 24 species 153 birds 

2012.- 53 species 410 birds (after a couple of wet 

years) 

2008,- 39 species. 

Thanks to Don and Russ for leading the outing. 

 

Reedy Swamp, Shepparton 

16 June 2019 

Pat Feehan  

 

Some 21 people gathered in light fog at Reedy Swamp, 

just north of Shepparton, for our June outing. Numbers 

were down a bit as some regular attendees have 

headed north or west. 

 

Reedy Swamp on a foggy morning. Photo Pat Feehan 

Reedy Swamp is a large wetland (more than 100 ha) 

on the Goulburn River floodplain. It last had water in 

January this year and is currently dry (although we did 

manage to find a couple of wet patches that resulted 

from run off from rain earlier in the week). We last 

visited Reedy Swamp in June 2017 for a Breakfast with 

the Birds function when 43 species were observed. In 

March 2016, 51 species were observed (with plenty of 

water in the wetland). 

The light fog lifted a little during the morning, making 

viewing conditions a bit more pleasant. 

With the wetland being dry we were able to experience 

walking over its floor, amongst clumps of bull rushes 

and over soft sediment. It is very surprising to realize 

that water can be so shallow and yet support large 

number of waterbirds.  

Despite the lack of water we managed to observe 40 

bird species. Many Galahs, Eastern Rosellas and 

Crimson Rosellas (Yellow form) seemed to be 

preparing for breeding, with many pairs observed. 

There were a few raptors in attendance - Whistling 

Kites, a single Wedge-tailed Eagle, a Nankeen Kestrel 

and 2 Brown Falcons (nearby Daldy Road and its 

compost plant is apparently a good site for Kites and 

other raptors). 

Other highlights included 6 Pied Butcherbirds, the 

White-winged Choughs keeping an eye on us at 

lunchtime, 9 Flame Robins and 4 Brown Quail that 

were flushed (in more ways than one) from their 

hiding place. 

After lunch a smaller group visited Tassiker Reserve, 

which is now sign posted as the Boulevard Bush 

Reserve. This is 13.6 ha Council-managed reserve 

adjacent to the Goulburn River. Council bought the 

land from the Tassiker family in 2010. The Reserve's 

management plan lists 36 bird species and we 

managed to observe 19 species. We were able to have 

a good look at the Goulburn River and Shepparton 

Weir. 

 

Wyuna Nature Conservation Reserve on the 

Goulburn River 

20 July 2019 

Kathy Costello 

 

25 people made the trip to the Wyuna Nature 

Conservation Reserve for our first visit since 2013. 

After weeks of damp, overcast weather, we were lucky 

to enjoy sunshine for the whole day. 

As we drove into the reserve and parked in an area of 

mature Grey Box, we were greeted by 3 Jacky Winters. 

There were plenty of Brown Treecreepers, Buff-rumped 

and Striated Thornbills and a few Flame Robins to be 

seen. A large group of White-winged Choughs flew 

past, and a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles was seen 

overhead. The open woodland looked in good condition 

after recent rain, and we wandered around in small 

groups finding different birds. 
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Jacky Winter. Photo Catarina Gregson 

 

Brown Treecreeper. Photo Catarina Gregson 

Some found a party of Diamond Firetails, while others 

identified a flock of Brown-headed Honeyeaters feeding 

in flowering Grey Box. We added Black-chinned and 

White-plumed Honeyeaters and White-throated 

Treecreeper to our list, and everyone admired a pair of 

Red-capped Robins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don led our convoy to our lunch spot on the northern 

edge of the reserve on the sunny banks of the 

Goulburn River. Marg Clarke gave an excellent report 

on her recent birding tour to south west Queensland, 

in company with four other BLMG members. 

 

 

Flame Robin. Photo Marg Clarke 

We then walked the western tracks in a Red Gum area 

of the reserve, adding Rufous Whistler, Whistling Kite 

and Red Wattlebird, making our total bird list 41 

species for the day. Thanks to Don for leading the 

walks. We enjoyed our visit to this little known 

woodland and its good population of small bush birds. 

As Gary noted, there were no Noisy Miners. 

Not surprisingly, Don was unable to produce the 

Ground Cuckoo-shrikes which made our 2013 visit 

really special. 

 

Thankyou everyone for your articles and 

photos. 

Kathy Costello, Editor 


