
EUNGELLA BIRD WEEK 

Monday 14th to Friday 18th October 2019 

 

 

Welcome to the 3rd Eungella Bird Week to be hosted by BirdLife 

Mackay at the wonderful little township of Eungella nestled in the 

Clark Range west of Mackay 

 
This year Bird Week will be hosted by bird watchers from BirdLife Mackay and Protect the 

Bush Alliance. There will be a special emphasis on using the collective skills of everyone 

attending this special week of bird watching, to support the Eungella Honeyeater survey 

work undertaken by BirdLife Mackay for over two decades.  

(Eungella Honeyeater image by Barry Deacon) 

Please join us to contribute to the conservation planning for this endemic species and 

hopefully, to encourage nominating surrounding forest areas to be included in Queensland’s 

protected area estate. 

There will be time for bird watching, ‘twitching’, conversation, quiet contemplation in 

Nature, dining together and meeting the locals.  

We hope your week will be both enjoyable and rewarding. 

Eungella National Park lies in the hinterland of Central Queensland west of Mackay. The 

National Park and associated Clark Connors Range is the largest area of tropical rainforest in 

Australia. Eungella supports 900 species of plants and a spectacular array of wildlife, 

including 277 recorded bird species. A highlight of visiting Broken River is the promise of 

viewing platypus. 



The small team of local bird watchers will generously act as your guides but it will be the 

responsibility of registrants to plan their own accommodation and catering requirements.   

The continuation of Eungella Bird Week for a third year will provide significant 
opportunities to support the local community. Eungella National Park’s significant 
remnant of subtropical rainforest, was badly affected by a severe bushfire in  
 
The Eungella National Park, in addition to being key habitat for the Eungella honeyeater, 
also contains other endemic species such as the Eungella dayfrog, Mackay tulip oak, and 
the Eungella spiny cray, and diverse plant communities. There are dedicated local residents 
who make a concerted, and mostly independent effort to document population trends in 
species such as the Eungella Honeyeater. These research efforts all indicate that the 
cumulative impacts of habitat loss (from mining and logging activities) as well as changes in 
the food supply (associated with climate change) are affecting the Eungella Honeyeater, 
which is documented in lower numbers over time. The species and region have received 
relatively little scientific attention or conservation focus.  
 

The Mackay Conservation Group have had a strong focus on the Eungella Honeyeater, 

including examining the impacts of logging activities on the species. Monitoring for the 

species in Eungella National Park, Cathu and Crediton State Forests shows a progressive 

downward trend in numbers of the Eungella Honeyeater since 2000. This work in 

summarised on the MCG website. Key sites for targeted surveys, will be identified by local 

expert Patricia Julien.   

To undertake surveys in adjoining state forest areas, Protect the Bush Alliance will hope to 

attract some members to attend the week as general naturalists. Many bird watchers are 

competent botanists or have a keen interest in butterflies, frogs and insects. Your 

knowledge is of enormous value to us, so please feel free to contribute where you wish. 

An information guide will be provided to you at the camp; this will provide local mapping, 

gps details for each site, directions for walking routes, a planned itinerary and a bird species 

list for Eungella. 

Also included will be a summary of findings and information on the Eungella Honeyeater. 

October weather will be warming up, so hopefully our summer migrants will have returned 

to add to the weeks highlights. 

 

Practical information about Eungella Bird Week:  

You are invited to select and book accommodation which suits your needs, should that be 

camping, local hostelries or Airbnb. 

Accommodation options include:  

https://www.campsight.com.au/catalogue/mackay---the-whitsundays/broken-river--
eungella-nat-park--mackay-hinterland 
 

https://www.campsight.com.au/catalogue/mackay---the-whitsundays/broken-river--eungella-nat-park--mackay-hinterland
https://www.campsight.com.au/catalogue/mackay---the-whitsundays/broken-river--eungella-nat-park--mackay-hinterland
https://www.eungellachalet.com.au/


https://www.eungellachalet.com.au/ 
https://www.airbnb.com.au/s/Eungella 

http://www.brokenrivermr.com.au/ 

You are also requested to be independent and able to cater for your daily food needs; so 

stock up in Mackay or en-route to Eungella. The village store does not sell fuel but does 

provide essential food items.  

There will be a communal evening meal on the 14th of October to welcome you to Bird 

Week. Details and further information on the week’s activities will be provided to you when 

you register an interest in attending.  A further bulletin will be available in late August. 

On arrival, participants will be asked to ‘sign on’, which is required for insurance and 

security purposes. Times for activities will be advised on the Camp Notice Board and 

verbally by the leader each evening, so you know what lies ahead the following day. To 

support this year’s monitoring effort, it is anticipated each morning will start with a birding 

walk in areas where Eungella Honeyeater are reliably seen.  

Birders will however, be encouraged to list all birds and fauna of interest to provide a more 

holistic understanding of changes to the area’s natural values after the fire event, and with 

consideration to climate change. 

Afternoons may be your ‘down time’, but we will confirm other community activities and 

nocturnal walks in our later bulletin. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.eungellachalet.com.au/
https://www.eungellachalet.com.au/
https://www.airbnb.com.au/s/Eungella
http://www.brokenrivermr.com.au/


More information can be found here:  

https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/parks/great-walks-mackay-highlands/pdf/mackay-highlands-

discovery-guide.pdf 

Drone footage of the amazing National Park: 

lhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gavxvvoZsB0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxZdvwF2FBM 
 
An informative blog post about Eungella Bird week:  

http://www.connectandprotect.blog/queensland-protected-areas/blog/eungella-bird-week 

 

You will need: 

Appropriate seasonal clothing and sturdy footwear. 

A personal first aid kit which should contain 2 strong bandages for use in the event of snake 

bite. 

Insect repellent and sun screen and a good supply of drinking water. 

GPS if available, binoculars and camera equipment. Please advise us if your group is short of 

binoculars. 

To register, please provide details below and return to: 

sheenagillman@gmail.com  Tel: 0409 268 076 

Name 
 
 

 

Address 
 
 
 
 

 

Vehicle 
registration 

 

Phone number  
Time of arrival  
Accommodation 
and location 

 

Personal needs 
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