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Eyre's Sand Dunes 

photo - Janine Guenther 

 

Eyre Bird Observatory Report - February to April 2019 

 

I would like to start our report with a complaint – a 
complaint about time or rather the lack of it. One of the 
first things we learnt when signing up for a term of 
caretaking the EBO is that the bird observatory has its 
own time zone – Eyre Time. We were told that Eyre 
Time was one hour ahead of Perth... yep, so far so 
good... BUT... nobody told us that Eyre Time also goes 
much faster than time normally does. Nobody prepared 
us that the three months caretaking at Eyre would 
disappear in a blink and that by the time we get the feel 
of this place it is already time to leave. The phrase ‘time 
flies when you are having fun’ seems to be a gross 
understatement when it comes to the EBO. Something 
like ‘time vanishes like your footsteps in the sand dunes 
during a southerly gale’ is more what to expect.  

So here we are at the end of our three months with only 
one night left to write the report – the last days seemed 
to be far too precious to spend at the computer. So 
please, dear reader, excuse this fairly short report and 
let us focus on the questions frequently asked by our 
guests because they are most likely also the ones that 
you are interested in.  
 
How come that we are caretaking the EBO? 
Steve and I have often crossed the Nullarbor Plain or, 
maybe I should rather say, criss-crossed. We both have 
spent many months exploring the features of this 
unique landscape. On one of our trips coming down 
from Rawlinna on the railway line, we decided to treat 
ourselves to three days at the EBO.  

mailto:eyrebirdobs@bigpond.com
mailto:eyre@birdlife.org.au
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When I looked on the website to book the 
accommodation there was a note “Caretakers wanted”. 
As it turned out some caretakers had to cancel last 
minute. So I asked Steve “Would you like to stay three 
months instead of three days”. The answer came 
promptly and was positive. However, by the time I 
contacted the committee, the position was already filled 
but we were offered the next available position which 
was February to April 2019.... and here we are. 
 

 
 

Self portrait - Steve and Janine 

 
Are we keen bird watchers?  
Yes, we are.... and have been for a long time BUT we 
are both also passionate about all the other creatures 
that inhabit the bush, especially reptiles, insects and 
spiders. On our many walks, day and night, with and 
without guests, we not only searched for our feathered 
friends but also recorded an interesting array of other 
creatures listed in our sightings report. 
 
What sort of people come to stay at the EBO?  
This was one of the more interesting questions we were 
asked as the answer was a surprise to us. It was a 
complete mix. For some people the EBO was only a 
convenient overnight stop on the Nullarbor Plain, others 
came for the history of the place. Surprisingly, the 
lesser percentage of people were actually keen bird 
watchers. However, most people had at least an 
interest in birds and nature. These were the people for 
whom the EBO was a destination rather than an 
overnight stop. They usually booked well in advance 
and stayed between two and four nights. Interesting 
was also the fact that we had a high percentage of 
teachers staying with us. The one thing all guests had 
in common was that they all were very nice, some nicer 
than others, but still very nice  (though the one who 
licked his knife at the breakfast table before dipping it 
back into the honey pot provided a bit of a challenge). 
 

What did we enjoy most?  
A couple of things need to be mentioned here. Steve 
and I have gained a fair knowledge about the Australian 
flora and fauna in our lives and we both thoroughly 
enjoy passing the knowledge on. Steve does teaching, I 
write nature guides and guide tours, so interacting with 
guests and sharing our knowledge comes naturally to 
us. We regularly took guests on walks – day and night – 
which was always very appreciated and loved by 
everyone including ourselves.  
As much as we enjoyed our guests' company, the days 
and evenings when we had the EBO all to ourselves 
need to be listed as another highlight. These days were 
special for their quietness and peaceful privacy and, on 
a more practical note, they gave us a break from 
cleaning, cooking and washing up. On these days we 
would go for bush walks, often cross country into the 
dunes, exploring their hidden valleys and conquering 
their highest peaks, or combing through untouched 
mallee bushland searching for Malleefowl or other 
interesting creatures; in the evenings we often had only 
a sandwich for dinner and would enjoy the silence 
sitting on the verandah or we would walk up into the 
dunes to revel in the wild beauty of the place.  
 
Another highlight was the visit of our friends. Because 
they shared cars four friends turned up at the same 
time and we spent a wonderful week with them and 
some other guests in between. It is a great reward to 
share this place with good friends (and bloody hell, they 
must be good friends, if they travel thousands of 
kilometre just for a visit....). 
 

 
 

Sunset drinks with our guests in the dunes - Janine Guenther 

 
Did we have any extraordinary or memorable 
events? Well, let me put it this way. Each day was 
memorable in its own right but not necessary 
extraordinary.  
We celebrated some memorable events with our guests 
such as birthdays and wedding anniversaries. Among 
our memorable guests were also three members of the 
EBO committee (Philip, Alma and Gina) which was 
great as we had the privilege to get some first-hand 
information as well as an insight into the history and 
management of this place.  
We had some memorable birding days like the day we  
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watched over 40 pardalotes at one spot; we found 
some memorable wildlife such as the wolf spider with 
spiderlings on her back. 
 

 
 

Wolf Spider with spiderlings - Janine Guenther 

 
The weather was mainly memorable for the absence of 
rain. For the first three months we had hardly any rain 
(and the same goes for the caretakers before us). A lot 
of plants were suffering. The moss was browner than 
brown, the pigface plants shrivelled into nonexistence 
and even the hardy acacias were under extreme stress 
and dying – especially affected was the prickly Acacia 
cochlearis, maybe because of a shorter root system 
(being only a small shrub). This shrub covers many 
slopes which, by the end of our term, resembled in 
colours a European forest in autumn. The slopes 
actually looked quite spectacular – a symphony of 
stunning brown, reddish and yellow colours 
(unfortunately, these colours usually mean death for the 
plants).  
We also had memorable hot days, the hottest day we 
experienced at the end of February with 47.3

0
 C. From 

mid March on we saw a continuous drop of the mercury 
down to average maximum temperatures around 20C. 
Our coldest night was the night of April 24 with a 
minimum of 1

0
 C. 

We also had two memorable storms with very strong 
winds. The first hit us on a Friday when we went for our 
Cocklebiddy run. While pumping up the tyres on the 
escarpment we were not only blasted by sand kicked 
up, but some gusts were strong enough to pick up small 
rocks. Needless to say that we saw hardly any birds 
that day. The most interesting sight provided two 
Wedge-tailed Eagles on the Blue Bush Plain. The wind 
was too strong for them to fly or roost in a tree, that’s 
why they sat on the ground between blue bushes for 
shelter. One felt disturbed by our car driving past and 
tried to take off but got caught by a gust of wind and 
tumbled back to the ground. On our way back to the 
EBO from Cocklebiddy we spent over two hours 
removing fallen branches and whole trees and bushes 
from the track.  

 
 

Steve clearing the North Track - Janine Guenther 

 
The second storm lasted three days and started on our 
last day as caretakers. This storm was even stronger 
and it brought rain – a lot of rain, over 40 mm by the 
time I am writing these lines.... and it is still howling and 
raining outside. The rain was badly needed because 
our two house tanks were down to under a third of their 
capacity. Now they are almost full. 
 
What will we miss?  
First things first: the Major Mitchell’s – their noisy look-
at-me-screeches announcing their arrival; watching 
them doing somersaults on the wire and bluffing ravens 
with the ever effective I-am-bigger-than-you-crest-trick; 
their peeping into the caretaker’s bedroom in the 
morning while walking busily all over the rainwater tank 
(we always slept with the door open allowing us an 
unobstructed view of the rainwater tank). Yes, we will 
thoroughly miss them.  
 

 
 
We will also miss the fabulous location as such, most 
importantly, the dunes. The dune system is of 
outstanding beauty – ever changing, breathtaking and a 
photographer’s delight (or obsession...). The mallee 
bushland is special, too – filled with intriguing creatures 
waiting to be discovered and then there are Kanidal 
Beach and Twilight Cove – white beaches and majestic 
cliffs, a combination that never fails to impress.  
Fortunately, we live in the Outback in a place somewhat 
similar to the EBO otherwise I would have to add here 
all the other advantages of living in a remote location 
such as the peacefulness, the omnipresence of nature 
and, of course, no noise or light pollution – clear blue 
skies and starry nights. 
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What are the things we won’t miss?  
I was once told by an older friend that the older you get 
the less sleep you need. Well, if that is true....yippee, it 
means that I am not old... I do need more sleep and if 
there is one thing I am looking forward to, then it is the 
first morning getting up without the alarm clock 
reminding me that we have to do the weather reading at 
7 am. This is not so much a problem when it’s warm 
and the sun is already up to greet you but, boy, getting 
out of the warm bed when it’s cold, dark and cloudy or 
even rainy is a completely different matter. And talking 
of the weather, we both love the heat and expected it to 
be a bit warmer in general. The last month we have 
been wearing our beanies almost each day (and 

sometimes even at night). So we look forward to some 
warmer weather when back home in Shark Bay. 
 
And last but not least... would we do it again?  
Well, caretaking the EBO for the first time is a bit like 
devouring the first piece of your favourite chocolate bar 
– there are plenty of good reasons to have a second 
piece. We just need to bring another set of thermals to 
keep us warm and maybe, when we are a bit older, my 
friend’s wisdom will come true and getting up in the 
morning will be easier too. 
Now excuse me, dear reader, I have to go to enjoy 
our last night at the EBO.  
 
© Janine Guenther  

 

SIGHTINGS 

Feb 2019 - to - April 2019  

 
To find an appropriate beginning of an 

EBO sighting report is easy because there is only one 
bird that deserves to be mentioned in the first sentence: 
the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo. These playful and very 
handsome cockatoos are, no doubt, the feathered stars 
and the EBO’s major drawcard for bird watchers. About 
a third of the guests we accommodated at the EBO 
during our term of caretaking came for only one reason: 
to see Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos! Watching them 
doing somersaults on the wire or cuddling up like love 
birds preening each other, provided endless joy to 
visitors and caretakers alike.  

 
Photo - Bob & Joyce Newell 

 
During the three months we were at the EBO the Major 
Mitchell’s turned up almost every day. On very hot days 
we had flocks of over 40 birds; on cooler days and 
especially after rain (no matter how little) less birds 
came for a drink and on a handful of days they didn’t 
come at all. In February one large flock turned up with a 
galah among them. A few days later the same flock 
including galah returned but after that we didn’t see the 
galah again. Whether the galah noted his ‘mistake’ and 

joined his real mates near Cocklebiddy (where a small 
flock can often be watched) or whether the whole flock 
(Mitchell’s and galah) moved on, will remain one of 
Eyre’s mysteries. 
 
Next in the list of sightings and providers of pleasures 
at the EBO are two very common and widespread bird 
species: the New Holland Honeyeater and the Singing 
Honeyeater. They are among the EBO’s most loyal 
birds and also turn up after rain when there is water 
elsewhere. 

 
Photo - John Hanrahan 

 
Photo - Janine Guenther 

Their daily visits push the number of bird sightings up in 
the daily birdlog and their excessive bathing frenzies 
are a delight to watch. No other birds seem to have so 
much joy diving head first into the water, splashing 
around like a bunch of kids and then getting out of the 
water half drowned, sometimes even too wet and heavy 
to take off. To dry off they fluff up their feathers until 
they look like fluffy feather balls. The only other bird 
species that enjoys bathing as much as the two 
honeyeaters are the pretty silvereyes which are 
recorded in equally high numbers. Sometimes there 
were up to 12 birds in the water at the same time. 
In contrast to the three aforementioned species, the 
Brush Bronzewing, another common local, never 
seems to have a bath. In their typical ‘bronzewing way’ 
they land about 50 m away from the EBO and then walk 
through the shrubs to the bath for a drink. Like all 
members of the pigeon family they are super cautious 
and take an extra long time before they finally get to the 
water – sometimes they panic and take flight before 
they have even had a drink. 
 
Other birds who visited the EBO frequently from 
February to April include the White-browed Scrub-wren, 
Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Butcherbird, Grey Currawong, 
Australian Raven and Willie Wagtail.  
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At the beginning of our term we saw regularly Brown 
Honeyeater at the bird baths and, on hot days, also 
Brown-headed Honeyeater, which from April on seem 
to have become more rare (at least around the house). 
Other species seemed to have increased in numbers 
during our stay such as the White-eared Honeyeater 
and the Dusky Woodswallow which can be seen now 
on a more regular basis.  

 
 

Dusky Woodswallow - photo Mick Hobgen 

A single sighting of a Grey Fantail at the EBO bird bath 
was recorded in April.  
Away from the house, in the mallee bushland, the most 
common bird species included Weebill, Inland Thornbill, 
White-browed Babbler, White-browed Scrubwren, 
Spotted and Striated Pardalotes and an increasing 
number of the handsome Western Golden Whistler. 
With their golden plumage they are a sight to behold – 
no matter how often you see them. The same goes for 
the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren which is very common 
around the EBO. In February the males were still in 
breeding plumage and were stunningly beautiful. It was, 
however, the end of their breeding period and they 
soon changed into their plain non-breeding plumage.  

 
 

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren - photo Keith Lightbody 

The same goes for the White-winged Fairy-wrens which 
we have seen regularly in the Blue Bush Plain around 
Cocklebiddy. One day in February we counted over 50 
individuals divided into several family groups. Another 
surprise the blue bush plain held for us in February was 
the sighting of a group of Banded Lapwings. On our 
weekly runs to Cocklebiddy we spotted them several 
weeks in row, then they disappeared.  

 
Aust. Bustard - photo Andy & Sharon Morgan 

 
The majestic Australian Bustard has also been 
frequently observed on the plain. The most memorable 
sighting of this species however happened, completely 
unexpectedly, on the sand dunes near the EBO. A 
highlight for many of our guests was to be taken by us 
on an evening bird watching and sunset drink walk up 
onto the magnificent sand dune field close to the EBO. 
While enjoying the last rays of the setting sun and 
raising our glasses for a toast to the EBO, a massive 
bird flew past us, straight towards beach and ocean. 
The bird was between us and the sun, so all we saw 
was its massive silhouette. There was much discussion 
that evening about the identity of the bird and Cape 
Barren goose was suggested as a possibility as well as 
the Australian Bustard (even though its destination, the 
ocean, was confusing). However, thanks to some 
photos, the bird could be successfully identified later as 
an Australian Bustard.   
 
Nocturnal birds were rare. In all the time we heard one 
Tawny Frogmouth and spotted another on a 
spotlighting walk.  

 
 

Tawny Frogmouth - photo Janine Guenther 
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We also heard the Australian Owlet-nightjar calling a 
few nights but that was it. Interestingly, we were told 
that the numbers were much higher before the large 
bushfires in 2016. 
Among the birds of prey the Wedge-tailed Eagle 
deserves a mention. We frequently saw them cruising 
along the escarpment and flying low across the Blue 
Bush Plain. Around the EBO we watched Collared 
Sparrowhawks, Brown Goshawks and Brown Falcons 
come in for a drink and Nankeen Kestrels could be 
spotted occasionally near the beach. White-bellied Sea 
Eagles have been seen on a few occasions at Kanidal 
Beach and Twilight Cove and a single sighting of a 
Spotted Harrier was recorded on the Blue Bush Plain in 
February. 
 
In our period of caretaking we observed some seasonal 
changes, some species disappeared, others moved in. 
Among the newcomers are White-fronted Honeyeaters 
which we have watched on the plain a couple of times 
(enjoying their vocal performances), Australian 
Ringnecks which we now see regularly around the EBO 
and Purple-crowed Lorikeets of which we watched 
small flocks in mid April. Attracted by the mallees which 
are about to burst into flower (the first individual trees 
show already their magic display) the number of nectar 
feeding birds is bound to increase in the next months.  
Another early arrival is the Mistletoebird of which we 
spotted one individual in April. The mallee bushland 
around the EBO boasts a high number of mistletoes 
which were in full flower when we arrived in February. 
They soon will start fruiting and more Mistletoebirds will 
surely be recorded.  

 
Mistletoe - photo Alma de Rebeira 

 
One of the species that left the area during our term is 
the colourful Rainbow Bee-eater 

 
Rainbow Bee-eaters - photo Janine Guenther 

In February they were still very common. Not long after 
we arrived, we found one of their roosting trees. A 
couple of evenings we spent there watching them 
arriving and snuggling up to each other in big groups for 
the night. It was amazing how well they blended in and 
how up to a hundred birds could literally disappear from 
sight in the canopy.    
 
February to April doesn’t seem to be the most exciting 
time for shorebirds. Neither did we record many species 
nor did we see large numbers of birds. On our weekly 
runs along Kanidal Beach and monthly runs to Twilight 
Cove the most numerous species were Red-capped 
Plover, Silver Gull and Pacific Gull. In lesser numbers, 
but still fairly regularly, we recorded Sooty and Pied 
Oystercatchers, Caspian Terns, Crested Terns, Red-
necked Stints and Sanderlings. Single sightings of one 
Red-necked Avocet and one Double-banded Plover 
were recorded in March. Wader Beach provided us with 
a big surprise on our last Twilight Cove run. We spotted 
two large groups of Emus comprising together 35 
individuals and on the same day we recorded a flock of 
16 White-fronted Chats. 
 
Though both of us are passionate birders we are also 
passionate about all the other creatures that inhabit the 
bush around us, especially reptiles, insects and spiders. 
On our many walks, day and night, we recorded an 
interesting array of creatures. Among the many reptiles 
were South Coast Geckos (Diplodactylus calcicolus), 
Thick-tailed Geckos (Underwoodisaurus milii) and 
Marbled Geckos (Christinus marmoratus) – the latter 
two could be encountered around the house frequently. 
The same goes for Dugites (Pseudonaja affinis) and 
Master’s snakes (Drysdalia mastersii) of which we saw 
quite a few, especially in February when it was warmer. 
The most common dragons were the Spotted Military 
Dragon (Ctenophorus maculatus) and the Southern 
Heath Dragon (Ctenophorus chapmani). The skink 
family was represented by the two large members, the 
Shingleback and the Western Bluetongue, and also by 
many smaller species such as the Common Dwarf 
Skink (Menetia greyii) and the bight Wedge-snouted 
Ctenotus (Ctenotus euclae) which is endemic to the 
Nullarbor Plain. Another highlight was a Common 
Scaly-foot (Pygopus lepidopodus). 
 

 
Common Scaly-foot - photo Steve Poole 
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The star of the many insects we recorded is a yet 
unidentified creature we called a sand runner. We have 
watched these insects often in the sand along the walk 
trails. They are roundish insects, not much bigger than 
my little finger nail and look like a mixture of shield 
beetle and cicada. They are perfectly camouflaged and 
run around in the sand hunting for smaller insects with 
pincer-like jaws similar to those of ant-lions. No idea 
what species or even genus they belong to.... 
 

 
'Sand Runner' - photo Steve Poole 
 
Spotlighting always provided some excitement. We saw 
many interesting creatures, from large scorpions to tiny 
pygmy possums. However, the nocturnal stars were, no 
doubt, the spiders. Most spiders have eyes featuring a 
reflecting membrane called tapetum which reflects light, 
including torch light. This in combination with the 
extremely high number of spiders is the reason for all 
the ‘sparkling diamonds’ you see when shining the 
torch over the ground. It is something Australians seem 
to have grown used to but it is a breathtaking attraction 
for all overseas tourists. The sheer number of spiders 
covering the floor is absolutely amazing. Most of them 
are members of the huntsman spider family 
(Sparassidae) and the wolf spider family (Lycosidae). 
The most common wolf spider around the EBO is 
fascinating in that it often sits above the entrance hole 
to its burrow with the hindlegs partly in the hole, guiding 
the spider back into the hole in milliseconds in case of 
approaching danger (or approaching EBO caretakers).  
 

One night we hit the jackpot among the spiders. Among 
all the ‘diamonds’ sparkling on the ground (and turning 
into wolf spiders by approach) we spotted a jewel box. 
Not just one diamond but a whole clump of diamonds 
sparkled back at us in the light of our torches – it was a 
wolf spider carrying spiderlings on her back, so not only 
mum’s eyes were reflecting our torch light but also her 
babies’ eyes.  
 
Another spider highlight was the Garden Orb Spider 
(Eriophora biapicata) which we spotted in her 
magnificent wheel cob web. After taking a few photos 
she moved away from her web into camouflage position 
on the tree trunk. Absolutely amazing – if we hadn’t 
watched her doing so, we would have never spotted her 
on the tree trunk – so very well camouflaged!!!   

 
Where is the spider? - photo Janine Guenther 

 
We also found an interesting orb-weaver of very 
unusual shape that is awaiting to be identified and 
several other yet unidentified species, one of which is 
most likely a member of the Australian tarantula family 
(Therephosidae). 
This report could go on for many more pages as I 
haven’t even mentioned the weevils and bush 
cockroaches we watched mating and the mole cricket 
and grasshopper (most likely of the genus Goniaea) we 
watched egg-laying, but we will stop now. The 
Australian bush is full of interesting creatures and the 
bushland surrounding the EBO is no exception. In the 
three months we have been caretaking we only 
‘scratched the surface’ – there is always a reason to 
come back... 

 

EVENTS COMING SOON 

 

Eyre Bird Photography Course - Facilitated by Georgina Steytler & Keith Lightbody 

Sun 13th - Sat 19th October 2019  $590 for 6 nights. Max 6 participants. This course is now fully booked 

 
Major Mitchells 

 
Australian Fairy Tern 
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FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES - $590 for 6 nights 

Arriving Sunday 24 November 2018 – departing Saturday 30th November 2018 - Facilitated by Tegan Douglas 

This course is always fully booked. Be quick to book if you would like to attend this year.  
Contact Tegan Douglas on 0402 457 403 or email eyre@birdlife.org.au 
There may be grants available for undergraduates from BirdLife WA. 
Course limited to 8 participants. Five places taken at this stage.Check the website www.birdlife.org.au for reports of 
previous courses 
 

DUNE RESTORATION    Discounted Price of $300 !!!   for 6 nights 
Arriving Sunday 8th December 2019 - departing Saturday 14th December 2019 - Facilitated by George & Pam Agar.  

 

This will be the only Dune Restoration Session for 2019. 
The tasks include seed collection (for future planting) and 
seaweed (for spreading on the dunes). 6 people are 
needed. If you would like to be part of this long term 
revegetation work, ring the Caretakers to secure your 
place (08) 9039 3450. At publication we have just 2 
participants so please come along and help out.  

Check the website www.birdlife.org.au for reports of 
previous courses.  

 

    SHARE WITH US 
Have your say, tell others your stories and give your feedback on the newsletter  

Early Memories of Eyre  

 

CARETAKING REMINISCENCES - Don & Donna Reid 
 

Eyre Bird Observatory is a most fascinating and 
peaceful part of the world. It is a painter’s and 
photographer’s paradise. Apart from the beautiful and 
varied list of birds, there are the changing shadows on 
the dunes, the exquisite patterns on the dunes after a 
rain, the thick scrub on the vegetated dunes, the 
wonderful beach with its water birds, whales and seals 
and the people who come to stay. The list goes on. 
 
Don first visited Eyre during the 1979 RAOU Congress 
in Kalgoorlie, when the post-Congress excursion took a 
large group on a big swing through the Nullarbor, all 
landing on John Martindale for two nights. We have 
been back regularly ever since. 
 

We have been relieving wardens three times and have 
had several visits to Eyre over the years. Our first stint 
was in 1983 to give Peter and Di Congreve a break. We 
were quickly initiated with the arrival of a rental car 
carrying the producer and director for the Bill Peach TV 
Explorer series. They heard that there was overnight 
accommodation at Eyre. We threw more chops in the 
stew and scurried around to find bedding and towels. 
We had a delightful time with them. The next day Don 
took them on a tour of spots they might like to film 
before they left. Don had to go to Cocklebiddy to pick 
up our next visitor. He was a five-foot-eighteen-inch 
Canadian (his response when asked). His extra height 
sitting in the open back of the ‘Flying Tomato’ came in 
handy on the beach bird count. Peach and the filming 
crew arrived about a week later, doing the filming in a 
day, but took time out for our lunch of runzas and 
salads. 
 
The Congreves had to take their generator for repairs 
and we brought one with us.  
Every time we started it one or two light globes blew. By 
the time we discovered that we had to have everything 
electrical turned on (this included the copier, every light 
in the place and me holding my electric knife) when first 
starting the generator, the supply of globes was nearly 
depleted. We managed to get a couple of globes from 
Cocklebiddy and visitors donated two from their 
caravan when taken back to the top, to help us until our 
next order, which was some time away. 
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It was in 1983 that we started spreading seaweed on 
the dunes. Don’s geological experience convinced him 
that, although the old nets being spread over the dunes 
were catching some blowing seed, we really needed to 
starve the dunes of sand blowing in from the beach. 
The seaweed also provided a nourishing bed for seed 
germination. The first seaweed was placed at the 
entrance of the beach track and many hands have kept 
the process going. Now, the original sites are lush with 
natural growth. 
 
Ordering the stores a fortnight ahead by letter took 
considerable alertness. Unpacking the order was a 
social occasion with whoever was at hand. One time we 
opened a box to see masses of tobacco and tobacco 
papers and an assortment of other odd things. Of 
course, it took a long time to get it to its owner (the 
Cocklebiddy roo shooter) and receive our more useful 
order. Once, our vital freezer order got left on the truck.  
 
When we were looking after Eyre in 1986 our first visit 
was by a couple from Switzerland, flying a small plane 
around Australia, taking photos for the Australian 
Tourist Commission, to be distributed in Switzerland. 
They landed at Cocklebiddy, got a ride to the tower, 
where Don picked them up. This was a job on the side 
for them both – he was a pilot in the air force and she 
an architect. They were at the house only a few minutes 
and we found them taking photos on the front verandah 
– she on his shoulders. They had found a pygmy 
possum in the rafters. They had to keep moving and 
Don returned them to the top late at night to fly off early 
next morning.  
 

In ’86 and ’89 several of our artist friends from Perth 
gathered at Eyre for art workshops with superb results. 
It is, indeed, a glorious place for painting. Also, in ’89, I 
(Don) gave a geology course. This looked at the 
geological history of the Nullarbor, the coastline, 
escarpment, local limestone and its fossils, the caves 
and the dunes. During our periods at Eyre, we also 
continued bird banding. I had been originally trained in 
this work by Peter Congreve in the early ‘80s . 
 
The beach runs were always full of interest. On one run 
in 1986 we came across a large seal on the beach, 
which we attempted to identify later when we got back 
to the Observatory. We came up with ‘Weddell Seal’ but 
it was later pointed out to us that the Reader’s Digest 
book we had used had the captions for Weddell Seal 
and Leopard Seal transposed. It was a Leopard Seal 
we saw. We should have known by all the big teeth it 
bared at us! 
 
There have been many changes to Eyre in the 30 years 
we have been visiting the place. We saw the installation 
of the solar power station and its reliable power; the 
change from RFDS telegrams to telephone for the 
weather reports, the progression from tiny, 
underpowered Suzuki 4WD utes to much larger Toyota 
diesels (not always any more reliable) and finally from 
the adventurous drive up and down the scarp to the 
highway that is there now. We are happy to have been 
a small part of the Observatory’s development. 
 
Don and Donna Reid 
 
Received 2008 and reprinted here in 2019 

 

If you'd like to share your story please forward it to eyre@birdlife.org.au 

 

Future Caretakers 

Steve & Mandy Edwards 1 May 2019– 31 May 2019 

Mick & Lorraine Hobgen 1 June 2019 - 31 July 2019 

John & Beverley O'Brien 1 Aug 2019 - 31 Oct 2019 

 1 Nov 2019 - 31 Jan 2020 

Bruce & Margo Pickworth 1 Feb 2020 - 30 April 2020 

Alan & Wendy Pilkington 1 May 2020 - 31 July 2020 

 1 Aug 2020 - 31 Oct 2020 

April Slater & Aidan Williams-to be confirmed 1 Nov 2020 - 31 Jan 2021 

Mick & Di Floyd 1 Feb 2021 - 30 April 2021 

Murray & Jeanette Watson 1 May 2021 - 31 July 2021 

 

Unfortunately we have had some caretakers pulling out for various reasons. This has left us with a few gaps. We 
have had some expressions of interested but no one has confirmed. If you are inspired by the reports from 
previous caretakers and interested in being a caretaker of our little piece of paradise, please let Alma know at 
eyre@birdlife.org.au 

We have many of our past caretakers offering to assist but we cannot solely rely on them. We need some new blood 
to keep the observatory going. Please consider being a caretaker. 
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Friends of Eyre 

Hello Friends of Eyre, 
I have recently attended the Birdlife networking forum in Melbourne at BirdLife's head office. 
This was the 7th forum I have been to and it was by far the best one. The positive vibes in the room were electric as 
delegates from all the branches, reserves, observatories and special interest groups came together to discuss the 
state of Australia's birds and the role we all play in conserving them and their habitat. 
 
We need to campaign for stronger conservation laws to ensure that future generations will have the opportunity to 
connect with our unique Australian birds as you have done by supporting the work of the observatory. My hope is that 
we can force all politicians to act; currently they are not doing enough to protect our birds and to implement recovery 
plans for those facing extinction 
 
We cannot have developers building apartments and marinas in Queensland's Morton Bay Ramsar site, recognised 
as one of the world's most important sites for the Eastern Curlew which is currently listed as Critically Endangered. 
Similarly, Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo is Federally listed as Endangered. The Perth-Peel population of these cockatoos 
has declined 5-11 per cent per annum since 2010, due to the ongoing clearing of foraging and roosting habitat on the 
Swan Coastal Plain. With more than 70 per cent of banksia woodland now cleared, the species has become 
increasingly reliant upon pine plantations. Despite the known importance of this habitat, these plantations have been 
harvested - without replacement - at a rate of 1,000 hectares each year since 2004. 
 
Southern Black- throated Finch is listed as Extinct in NSW. 
The Critically Endangered King Island Scrubtit and Endangered King Island Brown Thornbill need Biodiversity 
Management plans. 
And so the list goes on: with the Regent Honeyeater, Mallee Emu-wren, Swift Parrot, Hooded Plover, Australiasian 
Bittern, Christmas Island endemics and so many more all needing our support. 
 
As a "Friend of Eyre" you are supporting the work we do at the observatory. Our Dune revegetation programme has 
now been operating since 1976 and has ensured no further decline in habitat for the birds as well as stopping the 
observatory being covered with sand. 
 

 
Some of the restoration 

 
Rob & George planting spinifex runners 

 
Collecting seaweed to spread over the plantings 

 
Recent fires around the observatory have reduced the availability of food and nesting habitat for the birds. Eyre has 
erected 5 cameras to monitor regrowth of the area and the subsequent re-entry of the birds into this fire zone. 

 
View from Hill Six - 2016 photo Phil Brace 

 
A survey point being set up.- photo Jeanette 
Watson 

 
Murray at one of the survey points - photo 
Jeanette Watson 

 
Regeneration starting to show June 2017-
photo John Hanrahan 

 
Regeneration Dec 2017 

 
Looking south - 2018 - photo Phil Brace 
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Nine survey areas within the Nuytsland Nature Reserve are monitored weekly by the Eyre Caretakers. Eyre also 
contributes to the Shorebirds 2020 programme and collects and records the amount of rubbish being washed up along 
the Kanidal beach for the Tangaroa Blue Foundation. 
 

    

 
Eyre's most important role is Education. Educating the public about the need to conserve what we have for future 
generations. Encouraging travellers, roaring along the Nullarbor, to come and stay for a few days to appreciate what 
we do and why. 
 
As a supporter you are the heart of everything we do. By standing together we can respond to the threats to our native 
birds. We thank you for that and hope that you will continue to support the work we do at the Eyre Bird Observatory.  

Alma de Rebeira 
 

Please complete to make a donation. Now is the time to receive a tax deductible receipt before the end of the financial 
year. 

 

I would like to make a donation of $ _____________ 

 

 Tick box if receipt required.  Date._____________ 

 

Name: _________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________ 

Please send to:   (Not the observatory) 

 

Friends of Eyre 

PO Box 113 

GLEN FORREST   W.A.   6071 

             AUSTRALIA 

 

Donations of over $2 are tax deductible. 

Please make cheques payable to Birdlife Eyre 

 

Electronic Transfer details are: 

BSB 016 499 

Account No. 2891 51749 

Please notify us if you no longer wish to receive Eyre Waves 

 

SHORTS 

Thanks for your email Alma and to hear of the problems you are having with emails. 
I did wonder why I hadn't heard anything after visiting in October last year as part of an outback tour group. 
Visiting the observatory was a highlight for me as I have been aware of the excellent voluntary work being done there. 
Kind Regards 
Jeff Mayes  

 

Thanks for the wonderful newsletter. Mark Davidson 
 

Thanks for persevering Alma.  
It's a great newsletter!  I've transferred some $$ this morning.  
It's wonderful to be able to spend time at EBO when driving that long haul across the Nullabor.  
Wendi Avery 
 

Hi Alma! No problems receiving Eyre Waves this time.  
Hope you are keeping well. We were delighted to see how well things are recovering when we visited briefly in August 
last year.  
Regards to all, Narelle and Ron Leven. 
 

Hello Alma, 
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A friend is who has a company with its own website and email address is also having difficulties with receiving gmail 
correspondence. I hope this email makes its way through the ether and thank you for your work on Eyre Waves. 
Regards, 
Terry Swalwell 
 

Received your interesting newsletter loudly and clearly! 
 
Thanks, 
Adrian Wallis 
 
Eyre Waves looks great.  I haven't had a chance to read it all yet.  Pretty large edition! 
 
Regards 
Mick & Di Floyd 
 

We’re enjoying the extremes from 48.5 in January to -2 in May, wide white sandy Kanidal beach in December and 
weed covered in May!! More guests are calling almost everyday. We’ve had to turn some people away who want pick 
up and we’re already full.  
Steve & Mandy Edwards,relieving caretakers in May 2019 
 


