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Photo Ambika Bone 

This photo shows Pied Stilts feeding in a freshly flooded but shallow section of Lake Goldsmith. The 

varying depths of water at this ephemeral lake are ideal for a wide range of wetland species including 

migratory shorebirds. 

Overview                                                                

Lake Goldsmith is an ephemeral, shallow and brackish lake. 

The lake is approximately 14km south of Beaufort and 55Km 

west of Ballarat in Victoria. It is classified as a “Wildlife 

Reserve (Hunting)” and as such when the conditions are 

suitable, there is a duck shooting season.                                                        

The ephemeral nature of the reserve means that the bird life 

can vary from abundant to scarce. If the Lake is dry then 

habitat is confined to the lake edges and surrounding 

grassland, grassy woodland and farmland. When full the lake 

attracts variable numbers of Black Swan, European Coot, 

Australian Shelduck and Grey Teal. A number of other wetland 

species are usually present at these times. 

In the past Lake Goldsmith has held at least some water 

throughout the year, and for many concurrent years, but as 

time has passed this is now less frequent. Lake Goldsmith can now be effectively dry for several months 

each year and occasionally for a year or more. 
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Water is lost by evaporation, there are no outflows from the lake and it relies on rainfall and run off from 

the surrounding farmland to refill. This means that in years of below average rainfall the lake dries 

completely. A channel was cut in the 1870s from Mt Emu Creek to provide a more regular water supply, 

but this has been closed for many years. This channel is occasionally used to divert flood water from Mt 

Emu Creek into Lake Goldsmith, but this is infrequent as adjoining farmers don’t want their paddocks 

underwater.  

The speed at which the lake dries in any given year, is governed by rainfall, wind and temperature. If the 

lake is still holding water by late spring or early summer there is a good chance for the presence of large 

numbers of waterbirds. If it is dry by late spring chances are there will be few if any waterbirds present.   

 It is when the lake is drying that Lake Goldsmith is at its most productive. The number and diversity of 

wetland species increases significantly. For example in early December 2012, 10,000 Eurasian Coots and 

3,000 Grey Teal were counted (I. Ashton, D.Coutts, M.Grant and R.Thomas). Another published duck 

count recorded 2,830 Grey Teal and 2,650 Australian Shelduck in March 1987 (Amanda Lilley). Brolga 

attempt to breed most years and have been successful in some good years. 

As the lake dries shallow pools are formed around the edges these attract White-faced Herons, White-

necked Herons the occasional Eastern Great Egret, Waders including Black-winged Stilts, Red-kneed and 

Black-fronted Dotterel.  

The Birds  
Australian resident wader species recorded at Lake Goldsmith include, Black-winged Stilts, Banded Stilts, 

Red-necked Avocet, Red-capped Plover, Red-kneed Dotterel, Black-fronted Dotterel, Banded Lapwing, 

Masked Lapwing and Australian Painted-snipe.   

Eleven species of migratory waders (shorebirds) have been recorded at Lake Goldsmith. These species 

usually arrive in Victoria from September, the majority have left by late April.  Many of these species are 

of international significance. Once again when conditions have been suitable the following species have 

been recorded at Lake Goldsmith. They are, Latham’s Snipe, Common Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, 

Wood Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Long-

toed Stint and Ruddy Turnstone. These birds all breed in the Northern Hemisphere, the eleventh species, 

the Double-banded Plover breeds in New Zealand and tends to visit during autumn and winter. When 

conditions are suitable Lake Goldsmith becomes an important feeding area for these migratory species. 

Another group of birds effected by the ephemeral nature of the lake are the Gallinules, these include the 

Eastern Swamp Hen, Dusky Moorhen and Eurasian Coot (despite its name this is an Australian native). 

The Australian Spotted Crake, Buff-banded Rail and the Black-tailed Native-hen have also been recorded.  

 

There are ten species of diurnal raptor recorded, but once again water levels play their part. Most of these 

species can be found in the surrounding farmland and are not confined to the lake. But again when 

conditions are right the lake becomes host to various prey items. 

Whiskered Terns are recorded sometimes in their hundreds mainly during spring and summer. Gull-billed 

Tern has bred in past years.  

The Passerines around the lake are often overlooked as observers focus on the waterbirds.                           

Brown Songlark is probably annual and possibly also the Rufous Songlark. Eurasian Skylark, an introduced 

species, is probably resident. There is a paucity of Honeyeater records but this is mainly due to the 

habitat rather than species being under recorded. Several species have already been added to the bird list 

as they have come to light during the preparation of this report. These include a Plains Wanderer that was 

accidently shot during the Quail shooting season some years ago. It is possible that there are other birds 

that have yet to make it onto the lake’s list. 

The most notable addition was of a single male Australian Painted-snipe. It was found by the authors 

during the Nov 4th visit and subsequently seen by at least three other observers. 
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Flora 

The site has been highly modified with many species of non-endemic trees and shrubs being planted. One 

such species the Salt Paperbark was planted during the 1960s and is now regenerating at an alarming 

rate. Some crop/pasture species having established themselves from the surrounding farmland. These 

none endemic species have little habitat value. There are small areas of River Red Gum and Kangaroo 

Grass. The 1995 Draft Management Plan has a small list of rare or restricted species. During a visit on the 

9/9/17 a flowering gum was noticed. These flowering trees were Flat-topped Yate, Eucalyptus 

occidentalis, a native of Western Australia. A small number of honeyeaters were seen feeding amongst 

the foliage. 

BirdLife Ballarat did not survey the flora of Lake Goldsmith.  

 

Draft Management Plan July 1995 – Beilharz, Wilson/Brown and Kowarsky. 

This draft document appears to have been aimed to support the reintroduction of the Eastern-barred 

Bandicoot at Lake Goldsmith. Other Flora and Fauna are also mentioned, there is a short flora list and a 

list of 29 significant bird records. These bird records have mainly been contributed by Roger Thomas. The 

bird list includes maximum counts for 12 species and 7 species are noted as breeding at the lake. The 

conservation value of the lake is recognised with special protection recommended for ‘the Spit’, a 

conservation zone comprising the Red Gum area, grassland and the channel between Skipton Rd and Mt 

Emu Ck. The document goes on to give a description of the areas mentioned, management strategies and 

recreational values. This document is now over twenty years old. The management plan did not get 

beyond the draft stage. It would appear the Eastern-barred Bandicoot release eventually failed with no 

recent sightings reported.  

Surveys and counts 
As far as we are aware there have been no formal, long term bird surveys at Lake Goldsmith. In 1986/7 a 

then third year undergraduate at Ballarat College of Advanced Education (Federation University) Amanda 

Lilley produced, The Duck and the Hunter, The Population Dynamics of the Waterfowl of Lake Goldsmith. 

This document has a monthly list of duck species recorded between January and November 1987.  

Murray Grant undertook many fieldtrips to Lake Goldsmith between November 1992 and September 1994 

primarily to look for migratory waders. He added several species to the list. 

During the annual “Challenge Bird Count” conducted by BirdLife Australia the birds at Lake Goldsmith 

have been counted on a few occasions, but by no means every year.  

There are some records that have been submitted to “ebird” by various observers. 

A single survey or indeed many surveys during a single year can never come close to establishing the 

avifauna of Lake Goldsmith. It has taken decades of mostly casual observations and species counts to 

arrive at the present list of the Birds of Lake Goldsmith. It is clear that the ephemeral quality of the lake is 

what makes it so interesting and what in turn makes it such a challenge to manage for waterbirds. 

Visits during September / December 2017  

Observers-Ian Ashton, Murray Grant, John Gregurke and Roger Thomas 

During spring 2017 a number of visits took place to establish which species were present especially in the 

grassy woodland and other areas around the lake shore. Species were only counted when reasonable 

accuracy was possible. X denotes species that were present but not counted. *= introduced species.              

In all we recorded 61 species during our four visits. 
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X =Species recorded but not counted Sep 2 Oct 7 Nov 4 Dec 9 

Stubble Quail    x 

Black Swan 400+ x 90  

Australian Shelduck x x x  

Australian Wood Duck    x 

Australasian Shoveler 2 x 4  

Grey Teal 300+ 2500 350 28 

Chestnut Teal 1 x   

Pacific Black Duck 20 x x 30 

Crested Pigeon  x   

Little Pied Cormorant  x   

White-necked Heron 1 2 3  

White-faced Heron 3 x x x 

Straw-necked Ibis 100+ 30 x x 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 3   

Black-shouldered Kite    x 

Swamp Harrier 1 x   

Wedge-tailed Eagle   1 x 

Brown Falcon  x   

Black-tailed Native-hen 3 10+ x x 

Pied Stilt 9 x x  

Red-necked Avocet  196 x  

Red-capped Plover  x 140 x 

Black-fronted Dotterel 1    

Red-kneed Dotterel  6+ 20+  

Banded Lapwing 3    

Masked Lapwing 5 x x x 

Australian Painted Snipe   1  

Latham's Snipe    x4 

Red-necked Stint  20 80  

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  50+ 150  

Whiskered Tern   x  

Galah  x x x 

Long-billed Corella X x x x 

Eastern Rosella    x 

Red-rumped Parrot 4 x  x 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo x  x  

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo   x  

Superb Fairy-wren x x x x 

Yellow Thornbill x    

Yellow-rumped Thornbill x x  x 

Brown Thornbill x x  x 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater x x  x 

White-plumed Honeyeater x x x x 

Red Wattlebird x x x x 

New Holland Honeyeater x x x x 

Brown-headed Honeyeater  x   

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike x    

Golden Whistler x    

Rufous Whistler  x   

Grey Shrike-thrush x x x x 

Australian Magpie x x x x 

Grey Fantail  x x  

Willie Wagtail x x x x 

Little Raven x x x x 

Magpie-lark x x x x 

Eurasian Skylark * x x x x 

Golden-headed Cisticola  x x x 

Rufous Songlark   x  

Silvereye x  x  

Welcome Swallow x x x x 

Common Blackbird *   x x 

Common Starling *  x  x 

House Sparrow *   x  

Australasian Pipit   x  

European Goldfinch *  x x x 

Common Greenfinch *    x 

Total Species recorded 35 43 40 33 
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Duck Hunting 

The normal duck hunting season starts on the third Saturday in March and ends on the second Monday in 

June. The season can be varied or stopped if the conditions are unsuitable or if protected species are 

found within the reserve. BirdLife Australia and therefore BirdLife Ballarat oppose duck hunting.   

When a duck hunting season is possible at Lake Goldsmith due to the lake holding enough water, there is 

the likelihood of overlap with the presence of migratory waders. Checking the lake pre-hunting season for 

protected species is not easy due to its size, irregular shoreline and limited safe vehicle parking. These 

birds are hard to see as they feed amongst the rocky shallows and can be easily overlooked during a 

normal check for protected duck species. These migratory waders are internationally vulnerable and 

protected. The pre duck shooting season surveys may not pick up these birds, a survey, specifically to 

check for migratory waders would be beneficial. 

International Agreements and Conservation status 

There are a number of international agreements in place to protect migratory shorebirds and other 

migratory waterbird species, this includes their habitat. Agreements include, 

The Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement  

The China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement CAMBA);  

The Republic of Korea-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (ROKAMBA); 

The Convention on Migratory Species; and 

The Partnership for the Conservation of Migratory Waterbirds and Sustainable Use of their Habitats in the 

East Asian-Australasian Flyway.  

The following table shows those species recorded at Lake Goldsmith, that are listed by the Commonwealth 

and or Victorian governments due to concerns regarding their conservation status     

Common Name EPBC ACT Status Victorian advisory status 

Freckled Duck  Endangered  

Australasian Shoveler  Vulnerable 

Hardhead  Vulnerable 

Blue-billed Duck  Endangered 

White-throated Needletail  Vulnerable 

Great Egret  Vulnerable 

Intermediate Egret  Endangered 

Glossy Ibis  Near threatened 

Royal Spoonbill  Near threatened 

Black Falcon  Endangered 

Brolga  Vulnerable 

Plains-Wanderer Critically Endangered Critically Endangered 

Australian Painted-snipe Critically Endangered Critically Endangered 

Latham’s Snipe  Near threatened 

Common Greenshank  Vulnerable 

Marsh Sandpiper  Vulnerable 

Wood Sandpiper  Vulnerable 

Ruddy Turnstone  Vulnerable 

Long-toed Stint  Near threatened 

Pectoral Sandpiper  Near threatened 

Curlew Sandpiper  Endangered 

Gull-billed Tern  Endangered 

Caspian Tern  Near threatened 

Whiskered Tern  Near threatened 
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 Three species are covered by the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 in Victoria they are, Freckled 

Duck, Bluebilled Duck and Brolga.  

Of the 20 species of shorebirds recorded at Lake Goldsmith, particular note should be made of the 10 

species of migratory shorebirds from the Northern hemisphere (#). At present four species are listed as 

Vulnerable, three as Near Threatened and one as endangered, this species the Curlew Sandpiper is listed 

as critically endangered in Australia by some authorities including the Victorian government . Two species 

the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint are not listed although BirdLife Australia record the Red-

necked Stint as vulnerable.  An eleventh species the Double-banded Plover is an annual migrant from New 

Zealand, it appears to be secure.  

The status of migratory shorebirds around the world has, in most cases, deteriorated over the last decade or 

so. It is likely that the above listings for status, are rather conservative for most species visiting Australia 

and that there has been a decline in the numbers recorded. This has been due at least in part by loss of 

habitat 

The Australian Painted-snipe is Endemic to Australia and is listed as critically endangered. It has recently 

been split from the similar, Greater Painted Snipe of Africa and Asia. The sighting of this species at Lake 

Goldsmith in November 2017 is a significant one and only the third in over thirty years for the Ballarat 

region.  
The Plains Wanderer another Australian endemic, is regarded as critically endangered, there has been just 

one record of a single bird shot during the quail hunting season of March 1998. This species is mainly 

nocturnal so may have been overlooked in the past. The habitat would be marginal at best but this 

sighting shows the worth of wetlands such as Lake Goldsmith for species moving through the area. 

Quail shooting is no longer allowed at Lake Goldsmith. 

 

Waders (Shorebirds) recorded at Lake Goldsmith 
Black-winged Stilt 

Red-necked Avocet 

Banded Stilt 

Red-capped Plover 

Double-banded Plover 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

Banded Lapwing 

Masked Lapwing 

Plains Wanderer 

Australian Painted-snipe  

#Latham's Snipe 

#Common Greenshank 

#Marsh Sandpiper 

#Wood Sandpiper  

#Ruddy Turnstone  

#Red-necked Stint 

#Long-toed Stint  

#Pectoral Sandpiper 

#Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

#Curlew Sandpiper 

The Bird List as of January 2018 
It would be nice to have a fully annotated bird list but the data is just not available. The list is compiled 

from the records collected primarily by Roger Thomas and Murray Grant over many years. Online forums 

and “eBird” records have been a helpful resource in adding to our knowledge of Lake Goldsmiths avifauna. 

All records have been assessed by the BirdLife Ballarat Moderators, Roger Thomas & Murray Grant. Any 

doubtful records have been left out in an effort to make this list as accurate as is possible. We expect that 

other species will be added to the list in the future, we also recognise that there may be species seen by 

other observers that we have missed and not included. This list should be viewed as a work in progress 

and not as a definitive list of species that occur at Lake Goldsmith.  

The number of resident species is hard to quantify, a species may be present in large numbers when the 

lake holds water and appear to be very common, some may even breed at the lake, only to disappear 

when the lake dries.  A prime example of this is the common coot 10,000 of them were recorded in 

December 2012 but none recorded on our four visits between September and December 2017. For this 

reason we have avoided the usual terms for “status” that are often used in lists of this type i.e. Resident, 

Visitor, Vagrant and Rare etc. 

The common names and taxonomy follows the Birdlife Australia Working List 2.1 
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The Lake Goldsmith Bird List as of January 2018 

Stubble Quail 

Freckled Duck 

Cape Barren Goose 

Black Swan 

Australian Shelduck 

Australian Wood Duck 

Pink-eared Duck 

Australasian Shoveler 

Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 

Pacific Black Duck 

Hardhead 

Blue-billed Duck 

Australasian Grebe 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

Great Crested Grebe 

Crested Pigeon 

White-throated Needletail 

Fork-tailed Swift 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Great Cormorant 

Little Black Cormorant 

Australian Pelican 

White-necked Heron 

Great Egret 

Intermediate Egret 

White-faced Heron 

Glossy Ibis 

Australian White Ibis 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Royal Spoonbill 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Whistling Kite 

Black Kite 

Brown Goshawk 

Swamp Harrier 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Little Eagle 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Brown Falcon 

Black Falcon 

Peregrine Falcon 

Brolga 

Purple Swamphen 

Buff-banded Rail 

Australian Spotted Crake 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

Dusky Moorhen 

Eurasian Coot 

Pied Stilt 

Red-necked Avocet 

Banded Stilt 

Red-capped Plover 

Double-banded Plover 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

Banded Lapwing 

Masked Lapwing 

Australian Painted-snipe  

Plains Wanderer 

Latham's Snipe 

Common Greenshank 

Marsh Sandpiper 

Wood Sandpiper  

Ruddy Turnstone  

Red-necked Stint 

Long-toed Stint  

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

Curlew Sandpiper 

Gull-billed Tern 

Caspian Tern 

Whiskered Tern 

Silver Gull 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Galah 

Long-billed Corella 

Little Corella 

Musk Lorikeet 

Little Lorikeet 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

Eastern Rosella 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Blue-winged Parrot 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Barn Owl 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Yellow Thornbill 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Brown Thornbill 

Striated Pardalote 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Red Wattlebird 

White-fronted Chat 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Australian Magpie 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Restless Flycatcher 

Magpie-lark 

Flame Robin 

Horsfield's Bushlark 

Eurasian Skylark * 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

Little Grassbird 

Rufous Songlark 

Brown Songlark 

Silvereye 

Welcome Swallow 

Fairy Martin 

Tree Martin 

Common Blackbird * 

Common Starling * 

Red-browed Finch 

House Sparrow * 

Australasian Pipit 

European Goldfinch * 

Common Greenfinch * 

Total 131 species 

*= Introduced species 
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Conclusions and recommendations.  

It is clear that Lake Goldsmith is an important habitat for many species of birds, especially waterbirds and 

migratory shorebirds, when conditions at the lake are suitable. Maintaining the ephemeral nature of the 

lake is therefore important, there should not be any artificial management of water levels at Lake 

Goldsmith.  

Weed management would be beneficial especially the management or removal of the Salt Paperbark and 

other non-endemic trees and shrubs.  

If duck shooting is to continue at the lake, we recommend a preseason survey aimed specifically at 

checking for the presence of migratory shorebirds and the closing of the lake to shooters if these surveys 

prove positive.  
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