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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

   Welcome to another edition of THE WREN. 
When you are birding in an unfamiliar area, 

do you like to know where you are and where 
you are going to and how to get there? I do. 
Every location has a name, be it official or 

locally common. Where would we be without 
signs, lost and confused? Yeah, well this 
edition off The Wren will feature several 

signs, one’s most of us will be familiar with. 

   We held our AGM for 2018 on July 21st. 
Leaving us and the area due to family 

reasons, we are saying farewell and all the 
best to treasurer Gil Ireland. Thanks for your 
support during the past twelve months. 

   We now welcome Shannon Smith to the 
position of club treasurer. Shannon brings 
with him valuable experience from his 

leadership role with the Conservation 
Volunteers, so I’m looking forward to his 
participation. 

 

Daryl Barnes 
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A TRIP TO REMEMBER 

 
   In January 2018 my wife Margaret and I set off on a road trip.  The plan was to travel down the east coast to 
Melbourne, put our vehicle on the ferry to Tasmania, and then spend a month there before returning home.  On the 
way we would visit friends, relatives and of course include some bird watching.  I don't intend to go into great detail 
about our trip, because I could almost write a book about it.  Instead, I'll just mention some of the birding highlights. 
   One interesting town we visited was Urunga, NSW.  There is quite an extensive board walk here which goes through 
mangroves & sand dunes.  We managed to see numerous shorebirds and also the elusive Brown Quail in the dunes.   
We then visited a birding mate in Newcastle, who had heard that a pair of Turquoise Parrots had been sighted north of 
the city by the local bird group.  So off we went early in the morning to locate them, finding them quite easily, I also 
managed to get good photos.  YIPPEE, a first for me! 

 
Beautiful Firetail                           Eastern Bristlebird 

   Barren Ground Reserve was another interesting area located inland from Kiama.  Here I searched for the elusive 
Ground Parrot but no luck with it.  However, I did manage to photograph three new birds there.  The vegetation is low 
growing very thick heath, with good walking tracks.  This was where I found the Striated Heathwren, the Eastern 
Bristlebird & the Beautiful Firetail, also heard but didn't see the Pilotbird. 
   On the advice of Margaret Lane, we stayed in Congo, which is a small seaside town south of Batemans Bay.  I didn't 
see a lot of birds, mainly Pied Oystercatchers, Cormorants and a few shorebirds as well as sighting a Brown Goshawk.  
However we had a relaxing two days here exploring the local beaches and surrounding area.  Thanks Margaret. 
   Driving on to Green Cape Lighthouse, which is in Ben Boyd NP, just north of the Victorian border, we were lucky 
enough to find accommodation in the old telegraph station adjacent to the lighthouse, a beautiful quiet area.  We were 
the only people staying there. The countryside surrounding the lighthouse was also low growing heath, perfect for 
finding Ground Parrots.  I spent two days walking tracks and on the second day flushed out two Parrots.  They only flew 
a short distance and then disappeared in the scrub.  No photo.  However, I did get to photograph a Tawny Crowned 
Honeyeater, which was a first for me. 
   From Green Cape to Melbourne was a quick trip, because we had arranged to visit relatives there before boarding the 
ferry to Tasmania. However, we managed to fit in a visit to Serendip Wetlands which is between Melbourne & Geelong.  
This is a great place for waterbirds. Here I saw and photographed two new birds, the Blue Bill Duck and the Cape Barren 
Goose. 
   On arriving in Tasmania, a few days were spent sight-seeing in the central highlands before boarding the ferry to Bruny 
Island, staying there for two days.  The weather couldn't have been worse for birding.  Strong cold winds, rain and 
thunder were the order of the day.  No sign of Forty Spotted Pardalotes, which I had hoped to find. I managed to 
photograph a pair of Pied Oystercatchers as well as Yellow Throated Honeyeaters and a Goldfinch. 
   The next nine days were dedicated to family, as our son Will arrived with his wife Jane to spend time with us.  We had 
a great time together but birding was off the menu.  When they returned to Sydney, Margaret and I hired a caravan to 
spend three weeks touring and chasing birds. 
   When visiting Mt Field NP, I managed to shoot photos of the Pink Robin, Bassian Thrush, Scrub Tit and Tasmanian 
Scrub Wren.  This is a great place to visit, with good walking tracks and lots to see in the area. 
   Probably our favourite spot in Tasmania was the Bay Of Fires.  This is an area from Binalong Bay (which is just north of 
St Helens on the east coast) to Anson’s Bay further north.  We bush camped at one of the many beautiful beaches there 
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for several days enjoying the sunshine and stunning scenery.  This is also a good area for birds.  Here I saw and 
photographed Beautiful Firetails, White Fronted Chats, Crescent Honeyeaters, Green Rosellas, Tasmanian Thornbills as 
well as Hooded Plovers, Pacific and a Kelp Gulls on the beaches. 

 
Green Rosella                            Flame Robin 

Other birds we sighted in Tasmania were Tasmanian Native-hen, Black Currawong, Olive-backed Oriole, the Flame, 
Dusky, Rose and Scarlet Robins. 
   When we left Tasmania on the ferry, we knew we were in for a rough trip back to the mainland.  There was a gale 
warning out for Bass Strait and it was pelting with rain.  When boarding, all passengers were issued with two sick bags. 
Luckily Margaret had booked a cabin, so I spent the whole trip lying on a bunk.  Normally the crossing takes about nine 
hours, but because of the high seas, our trip was eleven hours.  Margaret & I have talked about going on an ocean 
cruise, but after this experience, we've decided that this was no longer an option. 
   The trip home from Melbourne was pretty quick.  However we did spend a week with friends at Merrijig near 
Mansfield in Victoria.  The challenge here was to find and photograph the elusive Pilotbird.  After three days searching, 
we had heard their call several times and caught fleeting glimpses but no photos.  On the fourth day, after rising early 
and visiting a scrubby gully on Mt Sterling, we set up a makeshift bird hide near where we had heard calls previously.  
The weather was pretty ordinary, with mist and light showers.  After playing their call intermittently, two birds finally 
appeared out of the gloom. I ended up with some reasonable shots despite the bad conditions.  I also got some great 
shots of Flame Robins in this area. 

 
Pilotbird                                  Crescent Honeyeater 

   For the entire trip, I photographed about twenty new bird species, which I was really happy about.   
After visiting family on the way home, we finally arrived home in Mt Ossa having travelled approximately 14,000 
kilometres in total. 
 

Story and photos by Bill McLean 
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A GROUNDED GOSHAWK 

   Living near the centre of town and close by the Mackay Showgrounds in 

Jubilee Street, I wasn’t expecting to come across this particular raptor. It 

was early in the morning of Monday 21st of May and I had gone to water 

some plants in the garden around my house when I noticed just outside 

the front gate, a bird. It was a largish bird spread-eagled on the nature 

strip and it seemed healthy and alert but was obviously in some kind of 

trouble. It was unable to stand up on its feet and nor could it fly away.  

 

 

 

  When it was still there after a few minutes I decided to call a wildlife 

carer and ‘Faye’ said she’d come and check it out for me. In a short while she arrived and after a few attempts 

was able to catch the struggling bird. Faye gave it a quick examination before securely stowing it in a container 

in the back of her car and prior to leaving, told me that it was a falcon (later identified as a Brown Goshawk). 

Story and photos by Frances Eiteneuer 

 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ROSEMARY 
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MT ADDER ROAD SITTELLAS 

   On Friday July 6th, I went with Richard Atkinson on an exploratory trip to the Homevale National Park area. 

We concentrated on checking out the habitat along the Mt Adder Road. However, already that morning we had 

seen a small flock of Varied Sittellas near the Mt Britton township site. But, in the densely treed habitat with 

significant understory growth along a section of the Mt Adder Road, we came across another small flock of 

them. This time they were being very vocal as they went about their business of feeding and working their way 

down the tree trunk. Richard was more familiar with this species than I and he commented on how this was the 

first time he’d actually heard them calling. For me, the experience was the same.  

 

   Varied Sittellas in our region have a white head, are rarely seen alone and like many small birds they are 

always on the move when they’re feeding. Both flocks at both locations on this day were very cooperative and 

hung about long enough for us to enjoy good views of them. 

                                           Observations by Daryl Barnes 

 

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

 
12/12/1987. 108 Eastern Curlews. Mackay district. – Marj Andrews. 
 
08/06/1988. Superb Fairy-wren. Moranbah district. – Tess Brickhill. 
 
17/05/2000. Great-billed Heron. Drain south of Petrie Street Far Beach. – Marj Andrews. 
 
30/10/2002. 1 Black-tailed Native Hen. Lake Elphinstone. – Marj Andrews. 
18/11/2002. 16 Black-tailed Native Hen. Peak Downs Mine dam. – Marj Andrews. 
29/11/2002. 1 Black-tailed Native Hen. Farm dam 40 kms west from Mackay off Eungella Rd. – Marj Andrews. 
 
24/08/2003. 1 Great-billed Heron. Shellgrit Creek. – Maureen Cooper. 
14/02/2004. 1 Great-billed Heron. Murray Creek. – Bill McLean. 
 

Varied Sittella                                                  Bill McLean 
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FINDING WHITEFACE 

 

   I saw my first Southern Whiteface at Oolambeyan National Park in New South Wales back in 2015 and have 

regularly seen them all over southern Australia, running into them at Murray-Sunset NP in Victoria last year, 

the Flinders Ranges and central Australia this year.  The Chestnut-breasted Whiteface is a different story and 

supposedly hard to find. 

    As it happens, sometimes when you’re birding you get lucky.  Well last year we got lucky.  We stopped for 

the night at a rest area just outside of Coober Pedy as it was mentioned as a possible site for the Chestnut-

breasted Whiteface. 

   Once I’d parked the van, Barb put the kettle on, I got the 

chairs out and before I even sat down I noted a Whiteface in a 

small shrub a few metres from the van.  So out came the 

camera, photo taken, Chestnut-breasted Whiteface ticked 

off…..never saw it again. 

   This year we travelled up to Lyndhurst (another hotspot for 

the Chestnut-breasted Whiteface) and despite the advice from 

the local barman that the bird hadn’t been seen because of the 

extremely dry weather, we headed out along the Strzelecki 

track to the Old Lyndhurst Mine site where Thick-billed 

Grasswren and Chestnut-breasted Whiteface were supposed to 

frolic.  Didn’t see many birds at all, although I was happy with 

a shot of a Rufous Fieldwren who decided to pose. 

 

   Now for the Banded Whiteface, that I still hadn’t sighted even though last year when we came through the 

Red Centre, we spent a couple of days looking around Erldunda and a couple more days looking around some of 

the recommended sites around Uluru. 

   This year (our second run up through the Centre), found us again plonking around the Bluebush and gibber 

plains around Erldunda in the hope of seeing a Banded Whiteface but although we saw a large flock of Southern 

Whiteface, none of their Banded friends turned up. 

   Then it was on to Alice Springs where we had a week to 

spare, as we had to wait for a car service.  So I contacted a 

mate about possible sites for the Banded WF around Alice.  The 

tip was to go out along the Santa Theresa road (which I had 

spent time out along last year looking for Rufous-crowned 

Emu-wrens…with no luck).  We spent a couple of hours 

plodding around, the place was very dry and birds were few 

and far between and I had almost given up and was ready to 

pull the pin when Barb spotted a Southern Whiteface, we gave 

chase but sadly it was a small flock of about 5 and no Banded’s 

among it.  We made one of those decisions like “Well let’s just 

go to the corner of that paddock and call it a day if nothing 

pops up. 

 

   Well something did pop up.  I noticed a very small bird working its way across some bare dirt a couple of 

hundred metres off and as soon as I got the bino’s onto it I knew it was the target bird and so the next hour or 

more was spent slowly getting closer to a pair who became aware of me and kept flushing maybe another 20-

30 metres each time I got close.  Eventually some pishing got a result when one bird came to a bush I was 

close to and although she kept putting branches between me and her, I finally got some usable pics. 

   Now we have to come back to Alice and chase the Grey Honeyeater….next time! 

Story and photos by Steve Dew 

 

 

Chestnut-breasted Whiteface 

Southern Whiteface 
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New Road Sign 

 
 
*The artwork featured here will soon be a familiar landmark, for every time you take the range road up to the township 
of Eungella, you will travel past this sign. 

 

UNSEASONAL UMBRELLA ACTIVITY 

 

   From a casual observer of birds and their behaviour, my recent trip to Cathu with Richard Atkinson, 

reinforced one thing to me. Small nectar and insect eating birds of different species will collectively feed 

together, bathe together and drink together on occasions. I refer to it as a safety in numbers technique. It was 

something we witnessed at close quarters around 1.30 pm after we stopped for the last time before leaving the 

area of the Jaxut camping ground. Spectacled Monarchs, Fairy Gerygones, White-browed Scrubwrens and Grey 

Fantails intermingled with each other for maybe five minutes culminating in a quick bath in Pandanus Creek 

before all moving on…..and then there was nothing. 

   From a casual observer of habitat and its behaviour, 

my recent trip to Cathu with Richard Atkinson, 

reinforced one more thing to me. Trees and plants are 

unreliable as indicators of seasonal change. On this visit 

to Cathu we couldn’t help but notice how every mature 

umbrella tree was in full flower as we followed the North 

Road as far as Sandy Creek. Nothing else except some 

occasional mistletoe was in blossom. It was July the 

17th. 

   On the 16th of June on a visit to Chelman’s Road by 

Richard and Gerry Woodruff, they had with them two 

southern visitors hoping to see a Eungella Honeyeater 

and there they were, feeding on Pandanus Vine 

flowers…… in mid June. 

   Whether you’re a twitcher or not, the more often 

you’re out in the bush looking at birds, the stronger the 

bird/food relationship becomes. 

Observations by Daryl Barnes. Spectacled Monarch                           David Braithwaite 
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UPDATE FROM THE WHITSUNDAY REGION 

   With the dry season well and truly upon us, bird numbers and species are being more difficult to see as they 

disperse in look for food and water. At this time of year, spending your time around permanent bodies of water 

such as ponds, dams, creeks, etc is usually the best chance of maximizing the number of birds and species 

seen. Areas such as Lake Proserpine (Peter Faust Dam), the ever-reliable Glen Isla Road, Kelsey Creek and 

Gunyarra remain the more reliable spots due to the presence of water. Brown Quail are around Glen Isla Road, 

although remain cryptic with late afternoon/early mornings the best chance of catching them out in the open 

having a dust bath. Raptors such as Black Kites, Brown Falcons, Black-shouldered Kites, Nankeen Kestrels and 

Whistling Kites are probably the more reliable species at the moment, as they tend to hang around water 

bodies knowing that their prey is never far away from looking for a drink. 

 

 

   Honeyeater numbers have dropped somewhat outside of the flowering season, however the melaleucas have 

been in flower and are providing a good source of nectar and insects for the birds. Brown Honeyeaters, 

Helmeted Friarbirds, Little Friarbirds, Noisy Friarbirds, Blue-faced Honeyeaters, Yellow Honeyeaters and the odd 

White-throated Honeyeater remain the more reliable of the honeyeater species. The Black-chinned Honeyeaters 

sighted at Peter Faust Dam last season do not appear to have returned, so perhaps this was down to a lucky 

sighting of being in the right place at the right time (something Graham Armstrong seems to have mastered!). 

 

 

   In other news, the Indian/Common Myna trapping in the Whitsundays has not been successful to date, with 

issues of trap interference from members of the public freeing the Judas Birds (caller birds) and birds finding a 

way themselves of escaping the cage. The traps are currently with Whitsunday Regional Council who is looking 

at performing some modifications to the traps to make them more difficult to be interfered with or for the bird 

to free itself. Indian Myna sightings remain fairly constant, however not in huge numbers. A large flock, 

however, has been reported around the Merinda area in Bowen although access to the site remains difficult as 

it’s owned by mining companies. Residents are encouraged to continue reporting any sightings to Mackay or 

Whitsunday Regional Council so that traps may be placed at sites where the birds are commonly recorded. 

 Report and photos by Dale Mengel 

Brown Honeyeater Black-shouldered Kite 

Brown Quail 
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PERSONAL PROFILE OF RICHARD ATKINSON 

 

FIVE QUICK QUESTIONS 

Q1/ What is it about bird watching that appeals to you? 

Getting out into the bush, enjoying the quiet of the natural environment and the thrill of hopefully seeing a new 

species. 

Q2/ Do you have a favourite bird and why? 

A.- Not really, I like them all. 

Q3/ If money was no object, where would you like to go birding? 

A.- Probably Africa. 

Q4/ Which bird has eluded you the most? 

A.-The Grey Falcon. 

Q5/ Do you prefer to go birding alone or with company? 

A.- Either is good, though when photographing its best by yourself. 
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                                                             ANTS IN A BOX 

 

   Two bird boxes put up to attract finches at De 

Moleyn's Lagoon have instead been colonised by 

carpenter ants. The hollow wooden structures of 

the boxes, sited in low branches of trees at the 

lagoon, are ideal for these busy insects in the 

Camponotus genus. They often build nests in 

wooden buildings as well as in living and dead 

wood in the natural environment. At De Moleyn's, 

they use whatever comes to hand for sealing the 

entrance of the bird boxes, recently including 

Acacia flowers.  

   Camponotus is a massive genus of ants, with 

about 1,000 species known worldwide and about 

140 in Australia. It includes some species of the 

well-known honey-pot ants. 

Report and photos by Tom Curtis 
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ROMANTIC DESTINATIONS 

 

Katherine Sewage Ponds 

MANGROVES, SPINIFEX, SEWAGE PLANTS and other ROMANTIC DESTINATIONS 

   Despite telling everyone we were doing a ‘Big Lap’ of Australia, it was pretty obvious to relatives and friends 

alike that we were actually embarking on a birding ‘Big Year’. And it seems that even more research, written 

and oral, is required to find out where birds are, than to find a clean and respectable place to park a caravan. 

Sometimes the research is rewarded, but often, it is unfortunately not. 

   We were ‘too early’ to see the Regent Honeyeaters which don’t arrive at Chiltern until the Ironbark are 

flowering and too late at the Alice Springs Treatment Plant to see the Wood Sandpiper which had already left 

following some early cold weather. We sat at a waterhole for hours without seeing one Gouldian Finch come in 

for water despite the ranger assuring us he had seen a flock of 200 only a couple of weeks previously. But I 

have ticked off 38 new species on this trip so far, and this is almost a new species every 4 days. This is either a 

good result, or just reflects my poor birding experience to date. 

   The new sightings have been due to reading books, closely following e-bird listings or by word of mouth or by 

chatting to people who have binoculars hanging around their necks (Always a good hint to find new friends!). 

Our most miraculous result was the Gibberbird. The instructions were to drive west from Coober Pedy to the 

place where the road trains stop to drop their dust and walk in about 50m from a pile of stones. Even with my 

pessimistic speculation we found it almost immediately! 

   We had spent considerable time (read 

‘hours and hours’) traipsing through spinifex 

and gibber plain looking for the elusive 

Banded Whiteface following the unlikely 

instructions of “drive 27km past the town until 

you see two trees on the left of the road”. 

Unsuccessful, even though we were sure we 

had found the two trees, we left to camp at a 

remote waterhole which proved to be dry and 

devoid of birdlife. On rereading the unlikely 

directions, we read we were supposed to climb 

through the fence and search beyond the two 

trees. So back we went 120km and climbed 

through the fence and found the Banded 

Whiteface! 

 

   Can I tell you that there is a lot of spinifex in the centre of Australia? Wandering through it seems a futile 

(and prickly) activity. But if you wander long enough, you must eventually be rewarded and I have added the 

tiny Dusky Grasswren to my bird list. 

Banded Whiteface 
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   The possibility of photos of Golden Mangrove Whistler, White-breasted Whistler, Mangrove Robin and 

Torresian Kingfisher had us inspecting every “reliable” stretch of mangroves within 30km of Darwin. I spent so 

many days lathering the special sandfly and mosquito mixture on that my clothes smelt of it and even the food 

I ate tasted of Dettol. All for one Mangrove Robin photograph. 

   On hearing that Yellow Chat had been reported 

at the Katherine Sewage Works, Barry managed to 

make a contact to escort us through the normally 

locked facility. As we drove around circling each 

and every pond, our guide drew our attention to 

two fluttering specks about 100m away. The car 

was stopped and we crept up close enough to get 

wonderful views of the Chats dancing in the 

afternoon sun in their search for bugs. 

   Despite birding every day, with the 

disappointments trying to overshadow the 

satisfactions, there are often special thrills. We 

glimpse an uncommon bird or ‘high-five’ a new 

species tick or smile at some bird antic or find 

something in the habitat that just takes our breath 

away. 

 

My most beautiful sighting so far has been the pair of Pied Stilt trailing their pink legs and casting perfect 

reflections as they glided above the still greenness of the sewage pond. True. 

   We continue our Big Lap / Big Year. There are yet more red sand and mangroves on the horizon. 

Story by Lesley & photos by Barry Deacon 

 

 

 

 

A pair of Black-necked Storks plus a Straw-necked Ibis at the Shoal Point wetlands                                 Sylvia Martinez 

Black Honeyeater                    Bill McLean 

Mangrove Robin 
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OPEN YOUR EYES 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

There are birds on the wing, if you look to the skies 

Take a walk on a beach or down a bush track 

You’re bound to find reason, to want to come back 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

There is much to discover, as you’ll soon realize 

Go outdoors and explore, because you just never know 

What you might find, that will put on a show 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

One memorable experience, be like winning a prize 

If you’re out in the field, you might get a surprise 

It’s only a matter of time and you too will become wise 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

To find what you want, may take a few tries 

And it pays to start early, before the sunrise 

It’ll be well worth the effort, I wouldn’t tell you no lies 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

Hear the flapping of wings and see where it flies 

Familiar is the sound and familiar the sighting 

And to share this with others, to me is exciting 

 

Tune in your ears and open your eyes 

Whilst you won’t hear them, you’ll see butterflies 

When there’s no birds around, these beauties are found 

So you should never get bored, even when there’s no sound 

 
© Daryl Barnes 2018 
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The CLERMONT REPORT 

   We are in Cooktown at the moment after going to Artemus station for the Golden shouldered Parrot and then 

onto Iron Range NP and Cooks Hut chasing the following: Red-cheeked Parrot, Eclectus Parrot, Magnificent 

Riflebird, Palm Cockatoo and a few others. 

   Around Clermont before we left in mid July, we were seeing plenty of Plum-headed Finches. In one of my 

photos I counted 210 of them.  There were also 

good numbers of Red-winged Parrots, 

Cockatiels, Yellow-throated Miners, Magpies, 

Pied Butcherbirds, and Red-backed Fairy-wrens.  

I counted 13 bustards in one outing just outside 

town where we also saw a few Zebra Finch, a 

couple of Red-capped Robins, Wedge-tailed 

Eagles, Brown Falcons, Blue-winged 

Kookaburras, Budgerigars and we had 3 

sightings of Brown Quail, 11 in one mob that 

crossed a track as we watched & photographed 

them.  The White-throated Gerygone were 

nesting along the race course road as they do 

every year.  Also seen in that area, were a 

couple of Variegated Fairy-wrens, 18 Diamond 

Doves one morning and there were quite a lot of 

Striated Pardalotes calling. 

   The sewerage pond area is now virtually barren due to works down there as it has been a very good birding 

location in the past. 

Report by Bob McTrusty 

SWIFT PARROT SNAPSHOT 

   *Breed in Tasmania and migrate to south-east Australia.  *Less than 1,000 breeding pairs.  *Feed on 

flowering eucalypts.  *Habitat loss from blue gum deforestation. 

   Last winter, scientists and volunteers put 300 nesting boxes in trees on Bruny Island, which acts as a safe 

haven for the parrots because, unlike in the rest of Tasmania, they are not preyed upon by sugar gliders.  

Researchers hoped a bumper year for flowering buds on the island's eucalypts and they got their wish.  This in 

turn attracted the ‘nomadic’ parrots and more importantly, they used the nest boxes. However, it will be a year 

to year proposition as the eucalypts they feed on flower irregularly. Regardless, more nest boxes are to be 

installed prior to the next breeding season. 

   A crowd funding campaign raised $73,000 to pay for a thousand nesting boxes. 

 

Photos by Henry Cook, report by Ted O’Connor. 

 

 

 

Golden-shouldered Parrot                                 Olive McTrusty 
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MONTHLY CLUB OUTING 

 BLACK’S BEACH SPIT 

JUNE 3rd. 

   Single digit overnight minimum temperatures for the past three day’s was enough to remind everyone that 

winter had officially arrived here in Mackay...  Six thirty arrived and only Alison had turned up at the meeting 

place, the Black’s Beach Spit gateway. But one-by-one others began to pull up and by 6.50 we had all 

registered and were away. 

   Once Shannon’s eldest son, Miles, warmed to the 

task, he was soon surging ahead and leading the way 

through the reserve as if he knew his way around. As 

for the rest of us, well, there were birds to spot and to 

identify. Like many a birding outing, there were periods 

where small birds were zooming everywhere pursuing 

each other or busily in a feeding frenzy whilst at other 

times there was no action or calling. 

   The tide was well out and so shorebirds were well 

dispersed. On the tidal sand/mud flats however, we 

watched a family of Magpies interacting with each 

other. Whimbrel, Red-capped Plover, Silver Gull, Bar-

tailed Godwit, Striated Heron, Gull-billed Tern and 

Sacred Kingfisher were observed in the tidal zone. 

 

   Of the 58 species recorded for the morning, sightings of note included White-eared Monarch, White-bellied 

Sea-Eagle, Orange-footed Scrubfowl, Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, Mangrove Gerygone, Rufous Fantail and Black 

Butcherbird. Whilst bird call was being carried out, two intruders interrupted proceedings and their names were 

added to the list, Yellow Honeyeater and Shining Bronze Cuckoo. 

   Blacks Beach resident, Caroline Hill, was a welcome new face attending the outing. 

   After smoko and ‘bird call’ some of us called by the wetland off Whitehaven Drive for a look. Few birds were 

seen and no surprises did we encounter. 

   Before the outing was completed, jackets were being removed and that cool start we had was all forgotten as 

clear blue skies then prevailed. 

   Of the 12 in attendance, Shane Bennet correctly guessed the species number recorded of 58. 
Report by Daryl Barnes 

          INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS during JUNE 

 

05/06/2018. 1 Red-kneed Dotterel with several Black-fronted Dotterels at 

DeMoleyns Lagoon. – Kade Slater & Daryl Barnes. 

08/06/2018. About 50 Topknot Pigeons feeding on palm tree berries at 

Farleigh. Smaller numbers on several mornings to follow.– Kim Brett. 

16/06/2018. 7 Spangled Drongos on a power line near the Ron Camm 

Bridge. - Greg Strohal. 

16/06/2018. 20 Peaceful Doves on the ground beneath a fig tree at the 

Mackay Entertainment Centre – Desley Williams. 

29/06/2018. 4 Bustards, 2 Jabiru and 4 Brolga at midday near Rural View. 

– Daryl Barnes. 

 

 

 
This male Shining Flycatcher was discovered at Sandringham Park by Barry Deacon in February 2018 

Orange-footed Scrubfowl                              Steve Dew 
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MONTHLY CLUB OUTING 

SANDRINGHAM BAY CONSERVATION PARK 

JULY 1st.  

 
   On a gloomy winters morning the small contingent of bird enthusiasts arrived at their destination with an 

optimistic attitude. Insect protection was generously applied in anticipation of a mosquito ambush. However on 

this occasion, mozzies were not an issue like in past visits to the park.  

   Walking the track in a clockwise direction we soon 

discovered that the melaleuca trees had flowered but were 

now just passing their prime although there still remained 

enough nectar to entice an array of birds. It was a case of 

which way to look as small birds were darting here there 

and everywhere. Dominating the first hour or so were 

Brown and Mangrove Honeyeaters. I personally couldn’t 

recall ever seeing as many Mangrove Honeyeaters in a 

session before, fantastic. Also prominent were the always 

showy and energetic little Grey Fantails.  

   Where the track ran out and met the bank of Sandy 

Creek, Striated Pardalotes were calling and we witnessed 

one with dry grass in its beak.  

 

In a sandy drop-off on the creek bank we discovered two holes we identified as pardalote nest sites. 

   Across and on the opposite side of the creek we located the large and well-used raptor nest situated in the 

fork of a long-dead tree. Ian was able to zero in on the nest with his camera and determine that two White-

bellied Sea-Eagles were in attendance. On this side of the creek and further into the park the Osprey nest was 

inspected but had no sign of life on or near the nest. Whilst two Brahminy Kites were seen cruising overhead, 

there was no sign of a nest belonging to them as often seen on past visits to that area. 

   The nearby waterhole was checked out for birds but none were seen or disturbed from it. 

   On the walk back to the park entrance a few birds were identified but noticeably missing throughout the 

morning was any evidence of White-browed Robins at the site. 

   Prior to bird call and from the boat ramp at the end of the road 14 Whimbrels and two Eastern Curlews were 

seen on the exposed sand bank, birds that obviously didn’t make the journey to the north this year. 

   Ian Killian received the prize for guessing 39 bird species were ticked off at bird call, whilst a further four 

species were added before leaving the area. 

Report by Daryl Barnes 

 

Mangrove Honeyeater                         Marlis Schoeb 
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ARTIFICIAL TREE HOLLOWS 

   The Iona West Men’s Shed of Mackay was happy to accept the project 

Birdlife Mackay presented them with, constructing two nesting boxes. We 

provided specifications we had obtained from a Birdlife site designed 

specifically to host Pale-headed Rosellas. 

   The Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens were to be the beneficiaries of the 

boxes and Curator Richard Brown and assistant Aaron Bean (seen here) were 

pleased to accept the two boxes. Installation can be expected by the end of 

August, Richard explained, as a cherry picker was to be available on site for 

tree pruning work prior to then. 

Editor 

 

 

 

INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS during JULY 

10/07/2018. 33 Bustards in a cropped paddock near Marlborough, then on my return trip on 12/07/2018 there 

were none – Greg Strohal. 

22/07/2018. At 9.00 am.  White-breasted Woodswallows were jostling for position on the power lines with 

Rainbow Bee-eaters.  Little Friarbirds and Magpie-larks were fighting for a position at the birdbath.  A dozen 

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos circling over the False Almond trees.  50 Crested Terns roosting on an isolated 

sandbar.  Ocean Avenue Slade Point. - Gerry Woodruff. 

22/07/2018. 3 Black Honeyeaters on pipeline road near Eungella Dam. – Graham Armstrong. 

23/07/2018. 1 Buff-banded Rail. Mortensen Street North Mackay. – Paul Vanderloos. 

17/10/2018. 9 Eungella Honeyeaters on North Road near Sandy Creek Cathu State Forest. – Richard Atkinson & 

Daryl Barnes. 

 

27/07/2018. 1 Red-capped Plover attending nest with 1 egg PLUS 1 Pied Oystercatcher with 3 eggs in a nest 

between the concrete path and Pioneer River at Sandfly Creek. – Daryl Barnes & Gerry Woodruff. 

 

 
 
 
 

Red-capped Plover nesting           Sylvia Martinez Pied Oystercatcher nest                          Sylvia Martinez 
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MONTHLY CLUB OUTING 

BILL & MARGARET McLEAN’S AT MT OSSA 

August 5th. 

   I was greeted by a fine gathering of enthusiastic people upon arriving at the designated meeting spot, the 

Coningsby service station, on the Bruce Highway north of Mackay. There was a fog of medium density 

surrounding the location as we single filed out and onto the highway, soon realizing the foggy conditions varied 

in density as we drove to our outing destination at Mt Ossa.  

   By the time the group of 21 assembled and was greeted by our hosts for the morning, Bill & Marg McLean, 

there was no sign of any fog at all. What a beautiful morning it turned into! 

   With so many sets of eyes on the lookout for anything that moved, no bird was likely to escape the area 

without detection. 

 

 

   The large contingent of eager birdo’s eventually dispersed and began to invade every nook and cranny within 

a couple of hundred meters of the McLean’s house. Tom Curtis, who resides in the rental, also took a small 

group up the hill and back around the base on the well maintained track he’d prepared some time ago.  

   We had a few new faces with us on this outing, four to be exact, and who mixed in well and shared 

experiences as we all ambled around the place. White-bellied Cuckoo-shrikes were dominant at one point, 

Fuscous Honeyeaters were in the majority at another and Lemon-bellied Flycatchers entertained us at another, 

and, putting in a cameo appearance at another were a pair of White-browed Robins. Male Red-backed Fairy-

wrens were hard to miss nor was a lone Forest Kingfisher in his brilliant blue attire or the family of Varied 

Sittellas with their white heads. The sighting of four Topknot Pigeons flying overhead west to east was a bonus.  

   Because our group was so large and was forced to split into small groups, some missed out on seeing certain 

birds whilst others missed seeing other species. But from the feedback I’ve received since the outing there were 

no complaints with what anyone saw.  

   After most had left for home Tom did another walk up ‘Mt McLean’ showing Julie the sea views from the 

summit. The highlight of the walk wasn’t anything to do with birds I was told but was to do with reptiles. They 

witnessed Coastal Taipans mating close by the track! 

   Thank you to Bill and Margaret for their hospitality and for the superb presentation of their property for the 

outing. Combined with ideal birding weather conditions we couldn’t have asked for better. 

  Congratulations to Sam Tarlinton for guessing the 61 species recorded at bird call. 

Photos by Bill McLean, report by Daryl Barnes 

 

 

 

 

*According to BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL the five major threats to birds are: 
 
1/ INDUSTRIAL FARMING 2/ LOGGING 3/ INVASIVE SPECIES 4/ HUNTING & TRAPPING 5/ CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Fuscous Honeyeater 
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INTRODUCING MACKAY’S BIRDS 

   Debbie rang to ask if Birdlife Mackay could conduct our 

presentation to travellers one week earlier than planned 

because of a cancellation. So instead of on the 9th we did 

our talk on August 2nd. No worries. 

   With support from Margaret and Gerry, we introduced 

the fifty plus crowd to some of the significant birds and 

locations the Mackay region had to offer. A FREE tea or 

coffee and slice of cake would be hard number to turn 

down when you’re on the road, no matter what the bloke 

up the front was talking about. 

   This regular Thursday event was planned to continue 

to be held until numbers dropped back to about half, so 

Debbie informed me. 

Report by Daryl Barnes 

 

BIRDLIFE MACKAY OUTINGS CALENDAR 2018 
Our half-day outing is on the first weekend of each month. 
It is suggested that food and water is carried as well as hat, sunscreen and insect repellent. 
Gold coin donation appreciated. 

Date 2018 Destination Meeting Place Meeting Time Contacts 

Sept. 2nd.  
Proserpine District. 

(TBA) 
Service Station Coningsby 0600 

07 49593382 
0438134738 

Oct 7th. Chelmans Road Eungella Hall. 0630 
07 49593382 
0438134738 

Nov. 4th. 
Lake Clive near 

Belmunda. 
Service Station Coningsby 0600 

07 49593382 
0438134738 

Dec 1st & 2nd. 
National Challenge 

Bird Count 
N/A N/A 

07 49593382 
0438134738 

 
*Birdlife Mackay conducts a bird survey at the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens on the last Friday of every month 
commencing 6.00 am. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
*President/Newsletter:  Daryl Barnes  dbarnes02@dodo.com.au - 0438134738 
*Secretary:  Margaret Lane – m.lane@mky.net.au – 07 49514327 
 
*Wildlife Rescue Hotline:   07 49473389 

 

*For further information go to:  www.birdlifemackay.org 

mailto:dbarnes02@dodo.com.au
mailto:m.lane@mky.net.au
http://www.birdlifemackay.org/

